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			HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE

			Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, and so on.

			We would appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:

			GPP

			Reader Response/Editorial Department

			P.O. Box 480

			Guilford, CT 06437

			Or you may e-mail us at: editorial@GlobePequot.com

			Thanks for your input, and happy trails!

		

	
		
			To my sisters and my sons: Priscilla Rosalie Paul, Carolyn Ann McNeil, Alison Gaye Milligan, Melissa Bess Clifford, Joshua Brent Levesque, and Garrett Paul Schaller. I love you all so much.
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			Introduction

			Welcome! A Message from Your Waterfall Guide

			Greetings, and welcome to the wet and wild world of Colorado waterfalls! Ours is a watery state, crisscrossed from north to south and east to west with thousands of creeks, streams, and rivers. These mountain-born waterways tumble down the hillsides, rest in small pools and mighty lakes, and funnel through chasms, gorges, and defiles. Along the way—and to the delight of the Colorado hiker—they sometimes spill and splatter over crags and cliffs, splash off boulders, and slip over slabs, in a glorious show of waterfall wonder.

			With this book, I’ll introduce you to 150 of my favorite Colorado waterfalls. The trips vary from simple drive-ups you can do in your car, to short walks on easy paths, to moderate hikes on bumpy trails, and strenuous treks for many miles across difficult terrain. You’ll visit dozens of national forests; state and national parks; and wilderness, wildlife, conservation, and recreation areas. Your waterfall hikes enter sixty-five United States Geological Survey quads in thirty-one Colorado counties. If you visit all the waterfalls in this book, you’ll hike more than 380 miles—or the distance across the entire state of Colorado, from Utah to Kansas! You will climb 73,000 feet, or the equivalent of climbing Pikes Peak, from the Barr Trailhead to the summit—ten times!
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				A yellow-bellied marmot stretches out on a rock above Columbine Falls.

			

		

		
			You’ll travel through a variety of ecosystems, hike the grasslands and prairies, climb gentle foothills, meander through montane forests, reach lofty heights in subalpine zones, and top out on mountain vistas. Along the way, you’ll take in views of high summits and crystal lakes, wander across desert canyons and through dense, dark forests, and cross rushing rivers and babbling creeks. You’ll enjoy the sights and smells of the Rocky Mountain maple, Colorado blue spruce, and ponderosa pine. Douglas fir, Engelmann spruce, lodgepole pine, cottonwood, and aspen trees rise above you on the trails; while sagebrush, juniper, willow, prickly pear cactus, and Mormon tea lie below, at your feet. You’ll hear the sounds of the Colorado wilderness: the whir of the hummingbird, rat-a-tat of the woodpecker, gobble of the wild turkey, chirp of the lark bunting, clicks and clucks of the ptarmigan, and descending warble of the canyon wren. There are fish, and bugs too, and wildflowers of every shape, size, and hue. You’ll catch more than a glimpse of Colorado wildlife on your outings, as mule deer, elk, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, porcupine, badgers, beavers, squirrels, chipmunks, pika, marmots, rabbits, lynx, bobcats, mountain lions, black bear, foxes, coyotes, lizards, snakes, and even moose all live in the places you will visit on your waterfall hikes.

			You can do all the hikes solo, or with friends. Depending on your level of fitness, each one can be done as a day hike, but some lend themselves to overnight backpacks and camping trips.

			The waterfalls vary as much as the hikes that take you to them. There are wilderness plunge pools and punchbowls, roadside cascades, and towering cataracts that will take your breath away. But with all the variety, they have one thing in common: how they make you feel. As you approach a waterfall, you listen, and you hear it before you see it. You might slow down to figure out where it is, or hasten your step to get to it sooner. You feel your heart begin to pound and then a big smile spreads across your face and then—there it is! It’s your waterfall. I hope you enjoy them all as much as I did.
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				“Guffey Falls” spills into a round and placid punchbowl at Paradise Cove, hike 34.

			

		

		
			Hiking Waterfalls Is Good for You

			The physical benefits of hiking are obvious. You’re walking, which—along with eating well and sleeping—is the best thing you can do for your body. Your cardiovascular system, bones, muscles, and joints all get a workout that’s low impact and high value, and you’re burning calories too. Walking outdoors is even better. The terrain is variable, going up and down, at various angles and pitches, and you compensate for that with even greater effort than you would on a track, a treadmill, or even a stair-stepper. You’re breathing in fresh air rich in life-giving oxygen, and you’re soaking up sunshine, rich in vitamin D.  You may get a bump or a bruise, a scratch or a scrape, and that gives your immune system a chance to work its magic too. The emotional benefits of hiking are also obvious. It’s hard to be sullen or sad when you’re surrounded by the beauty of Colorado’s backcountry. The sights, sounds, and smells of the wilderness conspire to lift your spirits and melt your worries, leaving you with an overall feeling of peace, happiness, and well-being. It may appear nearly impossible to improve upon the benefits of a hike, but you can. Just add a waterfall.

			The sound a waterfall makes may soothe or excite you, but it will undoubtedly make you feel better. And each one is a thing of beauty, sparkling in the sunlight, pounding over colorful boulders and filtering through dense moss and greenery. For centuries, people have heralded the emotional effects of waterfalls, referencing the feng shui—or wind-water—yin and yang of positive and negative ions that fill the air and inspire our moods. Moving water, such as waterfalls, floods the air with negative ions, which we inhale and absorb into our bloodstreams. Although the science is new, the effects of negative ions are indisputable: A hike to a waterfall will leave you feeling happier, healthier, and more refreshed than just about anything you can imagine. City-bound followers of ion science often put man-made waterfalls in their homes and backyards to sate their “shui” and cheer their “qi,” but for those of us in Colorado, these spirit-lifting wonders are just a walk away.
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				A bull moose grazes at Big Meadows near Granite Falls.

			

		

		
			Colorado Waterfall Sources and Types

			Colorado is famously known as the Rocky Mountain State. With more mountaintops above 14,000 feet than any other state in the country and a majority of the 14ers in all of North America, Colorado’s topography attracts weather in the form of rain, sleet, hail, graupel, and snow showers. All that water has to go somewhere, and while some of it is evaporated back into the atmosphere or absorbed by the soil, gravity has its way with the rest. The resulting water flow is why Colorado is the source of more major rivers than any other state! The Arkansas, Platte, and Colorado Rivers, and even the mighty Rio Grande, all trace their headwaters to the state of Colorado, and their beginnings to the high peaks. This explains the state’s other, lesser-known nickname: the “Mother of Rivers.”

			As they flow downhill, the rivers fork into streams and creeks, and the many waterways—coupled with Colorado’s rugged geography—provide a perfect landscape for falling water, in the form of waterfalls.

			The physical forms of waterfalls depend on topography and water flow, and they are as varied as the land and waters that create them. The most common type of waterfall is a cascade, which tumbles over rocks and boulders, and down mountainsides, maintaining contact with the terrain. Horsetail waterfalls maintain some contact with the rock or earth, but are more vertical and so partially airborne. Sheet or block falls are wider than they are long, while ribbon falls are long and thin. Plunge waterfalls freefall from cliffs, and the highest, most powerful plunges are known as cataracts. Chute falls shoot through narrow crevices, and fan falls spread their waters in fan-shaped falls. Bridal veil waterfalls are frothy and translucent, appearing as sparkling white veils over the underlying rock face. Falls can be tiered or stepped, and can stream down cliffs and crags in separate segments, or serially. As their vertical progress is halted by low-angle or horizontal terrain, waterfalls can form punchbowls in the rock, or plunge pools in the earth.Waterfall types reflect the natural traits of the earth and the water, and as nature changes, so does the type of each waterfall it forms. For that reason, the appearance of a waterfall can change from year to year and season to season, and even from one day to the next. This is especially true during times of drought, heavy rainfall, and the annual, springtime melt-off of ice and snow. When you visit a waterfall, take a moment to appreciate its ever-changing beauty. You may never see that waterfall, as it appears that day, ever again.

		

		
			
				[image: 000-INTRO-3.tif]
			

			
				Stick to the trail and avoid damage to delicate terrain.

			

		

		
			Hiking Waterfalls Safety and Protocol

			For your own safety, the safety of others, and protection of the environment, a general protocol should be followed when hiking Colorado’s waterfalls:

					
				
					Be prepared with the appropriate clothing, gear, food, water, and supplies you’ll need for a safe and enjoyable hike.

					Know where you’re going, and have adequate directions to get there and the ability to find your way back to the trailhead. Share your plans with someone you trust, along with a “latest time to call” so that—in the event of an accident—someone will know your general whereabouts and can then contact the authorities with that information.

					When driving to your waterfall trailhead, be aware of changing conditions, especially during inclement weather or natural disasters. Rainfall, snowfall, rock fall, and wildfires can affect your route, so be prepared to turn around if conditions become unsafe.

					Travel in small groups to lessen impact in the backcountry. In wilderness areas, there is often a limit on the number of people allowed to hike together on a trail. When in doubt, contact the local ranger district for direction.

					Read posted warnings and restrictions at each trailhead, as these vary between public lands and can change based on conditions. It is especially important to be mindful of campfire restrictions, and required minimum camping distances from water sources.

					Do not cut “switchbacks,” which causes erosion and destroys vegetation. Stick to the trail, especially on delicate alpine tundra and desert cryptobiotic soil. If you do have to leave the trail, seek out hard surfaces, such as rocks and stones, to lessen your impact.

					Keep dogs on leash or on voice command, and do not allow them to chase wildlife, which can stress the native animals and cause premature death.

					Do not approach wildlife. Although attacks are rare, they can happen, and are more likely when an animal is provoked or feels threatened. Even small animals carry diseases, so don’t try to pet or feed them.

					Beware of mountain beetle–killed trees, and never camp near them. They can fall without warning.

					Take extreme care when crossing streams, and never wade or stand above a moving waterfall. The current can quickly carry you downstream and over a cliff.

					Stay clear of soft or down-sloping edges over creek beds, as well as wet, icy, or slick rocks around the waterfalls. Stick to dry, solid surfaces and avoid tragedy.

					Pack out all trash and personal items, including toilet paper.

					Keep to established trails and avoid traveling off-trail or on social trails. Where the use of social trails is required to view a waterfall, be sure to adhere to the Leave No Trace principles to lessen your impact and prevent future resource damage. The Leave No Trace (www.LNT.org) principles are easy to follow, and ensure a clean and pristine environment for inhabitants and future visitors to the hiking trails.

					Likewise, leave everything on the trail as you found it. Do not remove rocks, plants, wildflowers, live trees, or historical artifacts from the wilderness, but leave them for others to enjoy.
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				Cabin ruins and other historical artifacts should remain undisturbed and left for others to enjoy.

			

		

		
			How to Use This Guide

			This book is laid out to make it easy to select the best waterfall hikes for you, and three features make your decision even easier.

			The first feature lies in the layout of the hikes, which follow a clockwise path around the state so you can locate waterfalls that are close to you, and within close proximity of each other. Beginning on the east side of Rocky Mountain National Park near Estes Park, Glen Haven, and Dunraven, they travel south through the metropolitan areas of Denver, Boulder, and Colorado Springs. The hikes detour west through the central part of the state, then head south to the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. From there, they lead to the southwest corner of the state and Pagosa Springs. The hikes then swerve to the east over Wolf Creek Pass and north on the Silver Thread Scenic Byway to Creede, Lake City, and Gunnison, then southwest again to Ouray, Silverton, and Telluride. After a brief stop in the Lizard Head Wilderness, they head to the canyons and deserts of the far west at Grand Junction, before turning east and taking you through Rifle, Glenwood Springs, Vail, Steamboat Springs, and Walden. The final hikes circle back to Rocky Mountain National Park, ending on the west side, at Grand Lake. Although this path seems slightly erratic, it is logical from the standpoint of utilizing the system of paved highways that are usually open year-round, and avoids the four-wheel-drive passes that are often closed during the winter months. In this way, you can plan your trips without fear of being stranded between waterfalls, with a rugged and dangerous—or closed—unimproved path impeding your safe passage.

			The second feature that you may use to select your hikes is the Trail Finder, which includes—most important—the difficulty rating of each waterfall. The hikes vary from “very easy” drive-ups and short jaunts to “very strenuous” treks of more than 16 miles and 5,000 feet of elevation gain. Most of the waterfalls lie somewhere between these two extremes, and you will want to ensure you are selecting a hike that’s within your abilities.
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				A black bear cub sniffs a colorful wildflower in South Cheyenne Cañon.

			

		

		
			Finally, within each numbered hike, information is laid out consistently, beginning with the name of each waterfall, and a short description about the location, source, and type of fall outlined in the section. Although many of the waterfalls have official names that are recognized by the USBGN (US Board on Geographic Names) and which can be found on maps, nearly half of the waterfalls in this book are unnamed, or have locally known, “unofficial”names. When that is the case, the name of the waterfall is shown in quotation marks. This is important to note, because if you have an accident at an unofficially named waterfall and need to call for help, the ranger or other emergency rescue worker may not be familiar with the name you provide and will not be able to locate you. When visiting unofficially named waterfalls, ensure that you are aware of your location in regard to the trailhead where you started, how far you have hiked, and other features that will make it possible for others to find you. A list of unofficially named waterfalls is located in the Appendix at the back of this book.

			Numerous data points follow, including the difficulty, round-trip hiking distance, one-way elevation gain, and estimated hiking time of each waterfall hike. Levels of difficulty are relative, and so you are encouraged to start with the easiest hikes first to gauge your ability and comfort with each level. When visiting more than one waterfall on a hike, you may be required to take short spur trails to each fall along the way; for this reason the distance out to the falls may be slightly longer than the direct distance from the last fall back to the trailhead. The roundtrip distance accounts for the difference and true distances—out and back, with spur trails incorporated in the one-way distance only—are listed. Elevations shown for each hike were determined by GPS (Global Positioning System), and subject to changes in barometric pressure and barriers such as steep terrain, and so should be used as a general guide, and not as absolutes. The hiking time does not include breaks or take into account snow or weather conditions, and—as with the difficulty ratings—is relative, so keep that in mind when planning your outings.

			Known restrictions and amenities for each hike follow, along with details about the location, including directions on getting to the trailhead, and the GPS waypoints of each one. Land status provides contact information for ranger stations and other entities that can give you up-to-date information on conditions, restrictions, and fees. Finally, there is a detailed description of each hike, followed by Miles and Directions, for a blow-by-blow snapshot of the entire hike, from trailhead to trailhead, complete with GPS waypoints for each waterfall viewpoint. The goal of this book is to get you to your waterfall safely and without getting lost, and every effort has been made to ensure a fun and worry-free trip to each destination. With proper planning and this book, you’ll have many, many successful waterfall hikes to look forward to.

		

		
			Packing for Your Waterfall Hike

			You’ll want to dress appropriately for your waterfall hike, but there are other items you should carry for a safe and successful outing.

			Start with a comfortable backpack to fit everything in. You don’t have to spend a lot of money to get a pack that will satisfy your needs, and you can upgrade later if you need to. Try it on in the store and make sure it fits your body well, then fill it up and see if it still feels right. If waterfall hiking becomes a habit, you may be wearing it a lot!

			Water is the most important item that goes into your pack, and how much or little you need depends on you and how long your hike is. You can carry it in refillable bottles or use a fancy hydration kit that allows you to sip from a tube while you’re on the move. For extra-long hikes, carry a water filter, so you can filter water from nearby streams and stay hydrated if your own supply runs out.

			Extra clothing is also important, and that starts with a rain jacket. If you get wet on your hike, you will get cold, and that will ruin your day. Also think about carrying extra socks; a warm knit or fleece cap; a ball cap or sun hat with a brim; gloves; a warm top layer, such as a fleece shirt; a neck gaiter, headband, scarf, or “buff”; and water shoes that you can use for stream crossings, to keep your hiking shoes and boots dry. Staying warm, dry, and thoroughly hydrated is important on any hike, but it’s especially critical at higher altitudes and above timberline, when you are even more susceptible to hypothermia, dehydration, and altitude sickness. These conditions can be debilitating and deadly, but can usually be avoided with proper planning, packing, and knowing when to turn around.

			A first aid kit is always a good idea. You can buy one or make your own by putting bandages, antibacterial cream, pain reliever, and any other medications that you use in a resealable plastic bag. The bag is also a good place to store a pen and paper with your contact information on it, and that of your emergency contact person. If you have a CORSAR (Colorado Outdoor Recreation Search and Rescue) card, tuck it into the first aid kit. The card may be purchased online or at local businesses, and supports the Search and Rescue Fund, to help reimburse rescue teams that assist hikers who are lost or injured. The CORSAR card is not “rescue insurance,” but it is an easy and inexpensive way for responsible Colorado hikers to support backcountry rescue personnel who may one day be called upon to come to their aid.

			Invest in a headlamp and extra batteries, or a flashlight. Even the easiest trails are practically impassable in the dark, and there are no streetlights to guide you once the sun goes down. If you are hiking alone, carry two headlamps so you do not have to change batteries in the dark.

			Buy a compass and learn how to use it. Should you get off-trail and disoriented, a map and compass—along with route-finding skills—will get you back on the trail and headed in the right direction pronto. You may eventually want to get a GPS too, and extra batteries to go with it. Gear shops, guiding companies, and nonprofit organizations like the Colorado Mountain Club offer courses in land navigation and can provide you with the instruction you need to use these tools correctly and confidently.

			Food is perhaps the most fun thing to carry on a hike, especially when you get to eat it! A combination of sweet and salty snacks—such as fresh or dried fruit and nuts, or premade, packaged energy bars—will keep you alive and alert. For longer hikes, bring a lunch. Sandwiches travel well and taste great, and you can pack them in foil and plastic bags, along with a cold pack to keep them fresh and cool. Add a bottle of your favorite beverage like juice or an electrolyte drink in summer, or a thermos full of hot chocolate in colder months.

			Sun protection is important, even on cloudy days. Along with your hat, pack sunglasses, sunscreen, and lip balm, and reapply during your hike.

			Be sure to use the toilet before your hike, but if you should require a bathroom break along the trail, be prepared with a kit that includes toilet paper or wet wipes, plus—for women—feminine products, and—for men—anti-chafing powder, cream, or stick. Double bag it all in resealable plastic bags to keep the items fresh and dry, step off the trail to use them, bury all solid waste, and pack out all used items in an extra plastic bag. Certain locations require that you pack out your solid waste, as well, so if that is the case be prepared with a suitable, disposable container.

			Winter conditions demand even more gear, including additional clothing layers, like a face mask, wind-proof pants and gloves, and ski goggles for extreme cold and wind, a down jacket to keep you warm during breaks, plus micro-spikes or other portable traction devices to slip over your boots for safe passage on icy trails and frozen stream crossings, and even gaiters and snowshoes to keep you high and dry in deep powder.

			Extra items might include trekking poles—especially if your hike includes a lot of elevation gain or stream crossings—bug spray, a camera, and, of course, a copy of this book. Pack your guidebook in a resealable plastic bag to keep it safe and dry for your next hike.

		

		
			
				[image: 000-INTRO-2.tif]
			

			
				When lightning threatens, descend the trail.

			

		

		
			Final Preparations

			Now that you’ve selected your waterfall hike, and you’re getting packed up and ready to go, there are just a few more things you should know.

			Check the CDOT (Colorado Department of Transportation) site at www.cotrip.org for road conditions and closures along your route to the trailhead.

			Check the NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) site at www.noaa.gov for weather conditions, and be sure that you won’t be hiking through open areas or above treeline in inclement weather, especially if there’s a danger of lightning. If stormy conditions do arise, be prepared to descend to the trailhead immediately.

			If you plan on camping at a campground, check www.recreation.gov for availability and reservations.

			If you’re traveling on snow, check the Colorado Avalanche Information Center site at https://avalanche.state.co.us/index.php and avoid areas subject to avalanche danger. A thorough discussion of avalanche safety is beyond the scope of this book, but if avalanche danger exists on your planned hike, seek out the advice of an expert to determine an alternate route, choose another hike, or go another day.

			Check the websites listed in the “land status” section of each hike for notifications or changes in restrictions. In the winter or springtime, ask about the effects of snow on the road to the trailhead, as some may be closed and gated, adding miles to your hike. Also find out about avalanche danger on the trail, and if there’s a “winter route” that avoids that danger. Call the ranger station to get all your questions answered before you go.

			If you’re visiting a fee area, call ahead to find out how much it costs. Many of the parks offer annual passes, and if you plan on visiting them often it may make sense to invest in a national parks pass, and a state parks pass. These may be purchased at the parks, online, and at local business around the state. Also, bring cash or checks in case the pay gate is unattended and you have to pay at a self-serve kiosk. Contact information for purchasing parks passes can be found in the appendix of this book.

			For extra long drives, bring a cooler with drinks and snacks, and two bags for your trash: one for recycling and one for composting. Carry some change or small bills too, so you can stop at small grocers or gas stations and buy items like drinks or postcards, and then use the restrooms.

			Plan on the drive and the hike taking longer than you expect, especially if you’re traveling with others. Stops for gas, snacks, and restroom breaks take time, and you should work these into your schedule. Expect them and you won’t be stressed out when they happen.

			Waterfall hikes may become a habit, and your favorite part of the whole week. Keep them fun, safe, and healthy, and you’ll keep yourself happy doing them.

		

	
		
			Trail Finder

			Roadside

			8 Horseshoe Falls

			18 Bridal Veil Falls (at Idaho Springs)

			21 “Tarryall Falls”

			22 Helen Hunt Falls

			26 Seven Falls

			36 Cascade Falls (at Chalk Creek)

			54 Treasure Falls

			59 North Clear Creek Falls

			64 Bear Creek Falls

			64 “Ralston Creek Falls”

			66 “Fall Creek Falls”

			66 “Senator Gulch Falls”

			66 “Waterhole Slide Falls”

			66 “Imogene Creek Falls”

			66 Sneffels Creek Falls

			66 “Governor Basin Falls”

			71 Bridal Veil Falls (at Telluride)

			80 Poudre Falls

			Very Easy

			1 Copeland Falls (lower and upper)

			8 Horseshoe Falls

			9 Chasm Falls

			16 Boulder Falls

			18 Bridal Veil Falls (at Idaho Springs)

			21 “Tarryall Falls”

			22 Silver Cascade

			26 Seven Falls

			30 Rainbow Falls

			31 Crystal Falls

			34 “Guffey Falls”

			36 Cascade Falls (at Chalk Creek)

			38 Snyder Falls

			39 “La Plata Falls”

			51 Zapata Falls

			53 Silver Falls

			54 Treasure Falls

			56 Piedra Falls

			57 Lower North Clear Creek Falls

			57 Lower South Clear Creek Falls

			58 South Clear Creek Falls

			59 North Clear Creek Falls

			62 Lower Cascade Falls (at Ouray)

			64 “Uncompahgre River Falls”

			65 Box Canyon Falls

			69 Cornet Falls

			75 Rifle Falls

			78 Fish Creek Falls

			80 Poudre Falls

			82 Adams Falls

			Easy

			1 “Lovers Leaps”

			5 Alberta Falls

			7 “Windy Gulch Cascades”

			17 “Eldorado Falls”

			19 Maxwell Falls

			20 “Cherry Creek Falls”

			24 “Undine Falls”

			27 “Intemann Falls”

			28 Dorothy Falls

			29 “Williams Canyon Falls”

			31 Catamount Falls

			33 Horsethief Falls

			35 Agnes Vaille Falls

			41 Judd Falls

			46 Trinchera Falls

			52 “Rough Creek Falls”

			60 Whitmore Falls

			61 Chipeta Falls

			61 “No Name Falls”

			67 “Lower Twin Falls”

			67 “Middle Twin Falls”

			67 “Upper Twin Falls”

			68 “Clear Creek Falls”

			68 “Mousse Tiers Falls”

			71 Ingram Falls

			74 ”Pool Fall”

			81 “Pole Creek Falls”

			Easy/Moderate

			1 Calypso Cascades

			11 MacGregor Falls

			15 Timberline Falls (at Camp Dick)

			19 Maxwell Falls

			20 “Cherry Creek Falls”

			71 Bridal Veil Falls (at Telluride)

			72 “Kilpacker Creek Falls”

		72 “Navajo Basin Falls”

			73 “Lower Dominguez Falls”

			73 “Middle Dominguez Falls”

			73 Big Dominguez Falls

			79 Big Creek Falls

			82 “Footbridge Falls”

			Moderate

			1 Ouzel Falls

			5 Glacier Falls

			7 “Spruce Creek Falls”

			7 Fern Falls

			12 Bridal Veil Falls (at RMNP)

			13 West Creek Falls

			17 “Eldorado Falls”

			23 Saint Marys Falls

			25 “Josephine Falls”

			31 Catamount Falls

			32 “Harvey Carter Falls”

			37 “Browns Creek Falls”

			40 Continental Falls

			42 Venable Falls

			44 Crystal Falls (at Westcliffe)

			55 Falls Creek Falls

			55 Fourmile Creek Falls

			63 Upper Cascade Falls (at Ouray)

			64 Bear Creek Falls

			64 “Ralston Creek Falls”

			68 “Pudding Plunge Falls”

			68 “Custard Cascades”

			70 Bear Creek Falls (at Telluride)

			71 Bridal Veil Falls (at Telluride)

			74 “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall”

			74 “No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall”

			76 Bridal Veil Falls (at Hanging Lake)

			77 Booth Creek Falls

			78 “Upper Fish Creek Falls”

			82 “East Inlet Falls”

			83 Cascade Falls

			Moderate/Strenuous

			68 “Island Lake Falls”

			68 “Ice Lake Falls’

			68 “Fuller Lake Falls”

			68 “Ice Lake Basin Falls”

			83 “Snake Dance Falls”

			83 “Big Pool Falls”

			83 “Sun Dance Falls”

			83 “Rain Dance Falls”

			84 Granite Falls

			Strenuous

			2 Mertensia Falls

			4 Columbine Falls

			4 “Chasm Lake Falls”

			5 “Shelf Falls”

			5 “Solitude Falls”

			5 Blue Lake Falls

			5 “Slide Falls”

			5 Ribbon Falls

			5 “Black Lake Falls”

			6 Timberline Falls (at Loch Vale)

			7 Marguerite Falls

			10 “Ypsilon Falls”

			43 Macey Falls

			49 “Lower North Crestone Trail Waterfall”

			49 “Upper North Crestone Trail Waterfall”

			68 “Blue Meringue Falls”

			72 “Navajo Basin Falls”

			83 North Inlet Falls

			Strenuous/Very Strenuous

			2 Fan Falls

			2 “Falcon Falls”

			3 Thunder Falls

			3 Trio Falls

			7 Grace Falls

			14 Lost Falls

			50 “Hiker’s Falls”

			50 “Lower Willow Creek Falls”

			50 “Middle Willow Creek Falls”

			50 “Black Slide Falls”

			50 “Upper Willow Creek Falls”

			50 “Willow Lake Falls”

			Very Strenuous

			45 Apache Falls

			47 Bushnell Lakes Falls

			47 “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls”

			47 “Upper  Bushnell Lakes Falls”

			48 “Lower Stout Creek Falls”

			48 “Middle Stout Creek Falls”

			48 Stout Creek Falls

			83 War Dance Falls

			Author’s Favorite

			3 Trio Falls

			4 Columbine Falls

			5 Alberta Falls

			5 “Slide Falls”

			5 Ribbon Falls

			6 Timberline Falls (at Loch Vale)

			7 Fern Falls

			7 Grace Falls

			10 “Ypsilon Falls”

			13 West Creek Falls

			16 Boulder Falls

			23 Saint Marys Falls

			34 “Guffey Falls”

			35 Agnes Vaille Falls

			37 “Browns Creek Falls”

			42 Venable Falls

			45 Apache Falls

			46 Trinchera Falls

			47 Bushnell Lakes Falls

			50 “Willow Lake Falls”

			52 “Rough Creek Falls”

			53 Silver Falls

			55 Falls Creek Falls

			55 Fourmile Creek Falls

			56 Piedra Falls

			58 South Clear Creek Falls

			64 Bear Creek Falls

			65 Box Canyon Falls

			67 “Lower Twin Falls”

			67 “Upper Twin Falls”

			68 “Clear Creek Falls”

			68 “Mousse Tiers Falls”

			69 Cornet Falls

			70 Bear Creek Falls (at Telluride)

			71 Ingram Falls

			71 Bridal Veil Falls (at Telluride)

			72 “West Dolores River Falls”

			72 “Kilpacker Creek Falls”

			72 “Navajo Basin Falls”

			73 Big Dominguez Falls

			74 “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall”

			74 “No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall”

			75 Rifle Falls

			76 Bridal Veil Falls (at Hanging Lake)

			77 Booth Creek Falls

			78 Fish Creek Falls

			78 “Upper Fish Creek Falls”

			79 Big Creek Falls

			82 Adams Falls

			83 North Inlet Falls

			84 Granite Falls
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			Rocky Mountain National Park East
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				Roaring River provides a dazzling display at Horseshoe Falls, hike 8.

			

		

	
		
			1 Wild Basin Trail Waterfalls

			Copeland Falls (lower and upper), “Lovers Leaps,” Calypso Cascades, and Ouzel Falls

			This Wild Basin hike takes you past five waterfalls, and each one is sure to delight. There are two block or sheet falls on North St. Vrain Creek known as Lower and Upper Copeland Falls; two tumbling horsetail cascades on Cony Creek called “Lovers Leaps” and Calypso Cascades; and finally a combination plunge and veil fall on Ouzel Creek, aptly named Ouzel Falls.

		

		
				Start: Wild Basin Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy for Copeland Falls; easy for “Lovers Leaps”; easy/moderate for Calypso Cascades; moderate for Ouzel Falls

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour for Copeland Falls; 2 hours for “Lovers Leaps”; 3 hours for Calypso Cascades; 4 hours for Ouzel Falls

				Distance: 0.8 mile out and back for Lower Copeland Falls; 1.0 mile out and back for Upper Copeland Falls; 2.8 miles out and back for “Lovers Leaps”; 3.6 miles out and back for Calypso Cascades; 5.4 miles out and back for Ouzel Falls; 5.5 miles out and back for all five waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,500 feet to 8,532 feet (+32 feet) for Lower Copeland Falls; to 8,575 feet (+75 feet) for Upper Copeland Falls; to 8,870 feet (+370 feet) for “Lovers Leaps”; to 9,280 feet (+780 feet) for Calypso Cascades; to 9,460 feet (+960 feet) for Ouzel Falls

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; trail is day use only unless backcountry camping by permit; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets, picnic area, interpretive signs, and Wild Basin Ranger Station (seasonal); no overnight parking, except for campsite and backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); limited services in Allenspark; full services in Lyons and Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 D6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Allens Park

				County: Boulder

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Ute Highway (US 36 W) in Lyons, take Main Street west for 0.2 mile and turn left onto 5th Avenue (CO 7 W). Get into the right lane to go straight on South St. Vrain Highway (CO 7). Go 20.8 miles, past Allenspark, and turn left onto Wild Basin Road (CR 84 W). Note that this turnoff is 13.1 miles south on North and South St. Vrain / CO 7, if you are coming from the intersection of CO 34 and CO 36 in Estes Park. Go 0.4 mile on CR 84 and take a slight right onto Hwy. 115. Stop at the Rocky Mountain National Park entrance station, and continue 2.2 miles to the Wild Basin Ranger Station. The Wild Basin Trailhead is to the left of the parking area (GPS: N40 12.462’ / W105 33.992’).

			

		
			The Hike

			Wild Basin is located in the southeast corner of Rocky Mountain National Park. Like most trails in the park, Wild Basin Trail is well maintained with lots of bridges, steps, and grading to ease your progress. From the trailhead, hike southwest and follow signs to a spur trail and Lower Copeland Falls, then retrace your steps a few feet and follow another short spur to Upper Copeland Falls. Continue on this trail to regain the main Wild Basin Trail. The short detour to Copeland Falls may be omitted on your hike out. Continue southwest on the main trail to a bridge at “Lovers Leaps.” This is an unofficially named waterfall, as are all waterfalls in this book with names appearing in quotes, and so is not signed and does not appear on any of the park maps. Ascend the trail up to Calypso Cascades, so named for the lovely purple Calypso orchids or “fairy slippers” that often line Cony Creek in the springtime. Turn right at the trail junction toward Ouzel Creek. Three footbridges take you over the creek and the cascades, and then the trail heads northwest. You will soon emerge from the subalpine forest and have views of the burn area caused by the Ouzel Fire of 1978, and, to the northwest, 13,497-foot Pagoda Mountain, 14,255-foot Longs Peak, and 13,911-foot Mount Meeker. Look for the sign for Ouzel Falls. The falls are visible from the bridge just after the sign, but you’ll have to head up a narrow trail just short of the bridge and along the left side of the creek for a closer look. These are the most spectacular of all the waterfalls on this hike, dropping from steep granite ledges into a plunge pool, and perhaps catching a bit of sunlight along the way. They are named for the American Dipper or “water ouzel,” a songbird that frequents the area in search of tasty insects. Social trails climb the cliffs above the fall, but park rangers prefer that you stick to the main trails to avoid dangerous situations and damage to the environment.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at Wild Basin Trailhead, located across the road from the ranger station.

			0.3Cut off the main trail to the left toward Lower Copeland Falls (signed).

			0.4Arrive at Lower Copeland Falls (GPS: N40 12.3’ / W105 34.253’). Return up the trail and cut off to your left toward Upper Copeland Falls (signed).

			0.5Arrive at Upper Copeland Falls (GPS: N40 12.233’ / W105 34.355’). Continue on trail to rejoin main trail (signed).

			0.6Rejoin main trail and go left (signed).

			1.5Arrive at footbridge and “Lovers Leaps” (GPS: N40 11.972’ / W105 35.305’). Continue on trail.

			1.8Trail junction (signed)—go right to arrive on the first bridge over Calypso Cascades (GPS: N40 11.731’ / W105 35.461’). Continue.

			2.8Arrive at bridge with Ouzel Falls visible ahead.  Hike along the left side of the creek, to Ouzel Falls (GPS: N40 11.921’ / W105 36.028’). Return via the main trail.

			5.5Arrive back at the trailhead.
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			2 Thunder Lake Trail Waterfalls

			Mertensia Falls, Fan Falls, and “Falcon Falls”

			This hike runs through Wild Basin and veers northwest to the eastern slopes of the Continental Divide. Along the way, Mertensia Falls flows long and lovely, dropping hundreds of feet in a tumbling cascade from Eagle Lake and Box Lake, and into North Saint Vrain Creek. Higher up at 12,220-foot Pilot Mountain, “Falcon Falls” pours heartily from Falcon Lake in a long horsetail splash, while Fan Falls splatters and spills its way in a playful cascade. Both falls flow southeast to Thunder Lake and join the waters of Mertensia at North Saint Vrain Creek.

		

		
				See map on Hike 1.

				Start: Wild Basin Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous for Mertensia Falls; strenuous / very strenuous for “Falcon Falls” and Fan Falls

				Approximate hiking time: 7 hours for Mertensia Falls; 10 hours for “Falcon Falls” and Fan Falls

				Distance: 11.2 miles out and back for Mertensia Falls; 15.4 miles out and back for “Falcon Falls” and Fan Falls, or all three waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,500 feet to 10,370 feet (+1,870 feet) for Mertensia Falls; to 11,030 feet (+2,530 feet) for “Falcon Falls” viewpoint and Fan Falls

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; trail is day use only unless backcountry camping by permit; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets, picnic area, interpretive signs, and Wild Basin Ranger Station (seasonal); no overnight parking, except for campsite and backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); limited services in Allenspark; full services in Lyons and Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 D6, D5, C6, and C5; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Allenspark, Isolation Peak

				County: Boulder

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

			

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Ute Highway (US 36 W) in Lyons, take Main Street west for 0.2 mile and turn left onto 5th Avenue (CO 7 W). Get into the right lane to go straight on South St. Vrain Highway (CO 7). Go 20.8 miles, past Allenspark, and turn left onto Wild Basin Road (CR 84 W). Note that this turnoff is 13.1 miles south on North St. Vrain/CO 7, if you are coming from the intersection of CO 34 and CO 36 in Estes Park. Go 0.4 mile on CR 84 and take a slight right onto Hwy. 115. Stop at the Rocky Mountain National Park entrance station, and continue 2.2 miles to the Wild Basin Ranger Station. The Wild Basin Trailhead is to the left of the parking area (GPS: N40 12.462’ / W105 33.992’).

		

		
			The Hike

			The first section of this hike takes you through Wild Basin and past a number of waterfalls that are described in the hike Wild Basin Trail Waterfalls. At Ouzel Falls, continue across the footbridge over Ouzel Creek and stay on the main trail. Cross another footbridge over North Saint Vrain Creek, and hike to a trail junction where you’ll go left, toward Thunder Lake. The trail switches back up the hillside as the North Saint Vrain drainage drops away to your left, and you’ll soon hear the rumble of Mertensia Falls across this drainage, to the west. Reaching the base of the falls requires a steep bushwhack and is not recommended; rather, enjoy the falls from the trail, less than half a mile away. They are clearly visible through the trees at several points along the trail, with 12,632-foot Mahana Peak rising to the left (south) of the falls, and 12,420-foot Tanima Peak to the right (north). Beyond Mertensia Falls to the west, high and mighty 13,118-foot Isolation Peak dominates the horizon. Cross another footbridge and ascend the trail to a sign for Thunder Lake, then descend the trail on stone steps to the left. You’ll pass a stock pen and a patrol cabin before reaching Thunder Lake. The lake makes for a great backpacking destination, with sky-scraping borders to the west at Tanima Peak, Pilot Mountain, and 13,310-foot Mount Alice. Hike around the right side of the lake and through the forest. At a flat clearing to the right, hike north, toward the sound of Fan Falls. Cross the creeks below Falcon Lake to the northwest, and Fan Falls to the north, and go uphill and through some deadfall, keeping the creek below the falls to your left. The route gets very steep and loose, and the trail is intermittent, so continue only as long as you are comfortable with the terrain. Reach the base of Fan Falls, and enjoy views of “Falcon Falls” to the south-southwest. The steep southern slopes of Pilot Mountain lie directly to the  west, while to the southwest, beyond “Falcon Falls,” Boulder-Grand Pass cuts through the Continental Divide. Tanima Peak rises to the south, beyond the valley at Thunder Lake, and a dense forest protects the east. It is a lovely and secluded perch.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			1.8Trail junction (signed)—go right and cross footbridges over Cony Creek.

			2.7Cross footbridge over Ouzel Creek.

			3.1Pass the Ouzel Lake trail junction to the left and stay straight on the main trail.

			4.7Trail junction with Lion Lake trail to the right—continue straight toward Thunder Lake.

			5.6View Mertensia Falls left of trail, to the west. Viewpoint is 0.4 mile from falls (GPS: N40 12.999’ / W105 38.102’).

			6.5Sign for Thunder Lake—bear left and descend stone steps. Pass stock pen on the right.

			7.2Cut off main trail on path toward falls. Cross two creeks on rocks and logs and continue uphill toward falls. Alternatively, you may continue on the main trail and view the falls from afar, at a point about 0.2 miles farther up the trail.

			7.7Arrive at Fan Falls and viewpoint of “Falcon Falls” to the south-southwest (GPS: N40 13.76’ / W105 39.077’). Return the way you came.

			15.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Fan Falls splatters and spills in a playful cascade to Thunder Lake.

			

		

	
		
			3 Lion Lakes Trail Waterfalls

			Thunder Falls and Trio Falls

			Lion Lakes Trail climbs steeply north from Wild Basin to high mountain lakes at the eastern edge of the Continental Divide. Lion Lake #1 cascades south to fuel Thunder Falls, where waters plunge over steep rock in a hidden trailside chasm. Farther up the trail the lake comes into view, and Trio Falls spills over distant cliffs, fed by Lion Lake #2. This segmented triplet provides a rare, triple delight of bridal veil beauty, with proud and elegant Mount Alice keeping watch to the west and North Ridge rising high to the east.

		

		
				See map on Hike 1.

				Start: Wild Basin Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous / very strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 10 hours

				Distance: 14.8 miles out and back for both waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,500 feet to 11,000 feet (+2,500 feet) for Thunder Falls; to 11,260 feet (+2,760 feet) for Trio Falls

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; trail is day use only unless backcountry camping by permit; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets, picnic area, interpretive signs, and Wild Basin Ranger Station (seasonal); no overnight parking, except for campsite and backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); limited services in Allenspark; full services in Lyons and Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 D6, C6 and C5; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Allens Park, Isolation Peak

				County: Boulder

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Ute Highway (US 36 W) in Lyons, take Main Street west for 0.2 mile and turn left onto 5th Avenue (CO 7 W). Get into the right lane to go straight on South St. Vrain Highway (CO 7). Go 20.8 miles, past Allenspark, and turn left onto Wild Basin Road (CR 84 W). Note that this turnoff is 13.1 miles south on North St. Vrain/CO 7, if you are coming from the intersection of CO 34 and CO 36 in Estes Park. Go 0.4 mile on CR 84 and take a slight right onto Hwy. 115. Stop at the Rocky Mountain National Park entrance station, and continue 2.2 miles to the Wild Basin Ranger Station. The Wild Basin Trailhead is to the left of the parking area (GPS: N40 12.462’ / W105 33.992’).

			The Hike

			The first section of this hike takes you through Wild Basin and past several waterfalls that are described in the hike Wild Basin TrailWaterfalls. At Ouzel Falls, cross the footbridge over Ouzel Creek and stay on the main trail. Cross another footbridge over North Saint Vrain Creek, and hike to a trail junction where you’ll go right, toward Lion Lake #1. The trail rises steeply here, and may become hard to follow as it crosses slabs and wanders through the rocky mountainside.

		

		
			Eventually you’ll emerge from the forest and hear the first falls to the left of the trail. Carefully make your way off the main trail and hike down through the trees to the creek bed, where you can enjoy safe views of the upper leaps of Thunder Falls. The lower leaps are bordered by downsloping rock covered in loose dirt and rocks. Limit your journey to the safer, upper leaps, and return to the main trail. Continue up to Lion Lake #1. Follow a faint trail along the east (right) side of the lake, and head across rocky slabs toward Trio Falls. If there is enough water flow, you may also view an unnamed plunge fall pouring through cliffs to the northeast. The trail will take you to the lower cascades of Trio Falls, and from there you can scramble up the trail on easy slabs for a closer look at the loftier, upper leaps. How close you get may be limited by thick willows and fast-moving water, so watch your footing and only go as long as the terrain allows. This is the most difficult waterfall hike in Rocky Mountain National Park, and you may have the lake, the peaks, and the waterfalls all to yourself. Take time to rest here, and enjoy the rare and exquisite solitude.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			1.8Trail junction (signed)—go right and cross footbridges over Cony Creek.

			2.7Cross footbridge over Ouzel Creek.

			3.1Pass the Ouzel Lake trail junction to the left and stay straight on the main trail.

			4.7Trail junction—go right up steep trail toward Lion Lake #1.

			5.2Cross slabs and follow cairns as the trail fades and bends to the right.

			6.5Cut off trail to the left for 0.1 mile to view upper leaps of Thunder Falls. Lower, more dramatic falls are downstream but are very difficult to reach as there is no trail and the terrain is extremely steep and slick (GPS: N30 13.669’ / W105 38.357’). Return to the main trail and continue to Lion Lake #1.

			7.0Reach Lion Lake #1 and follow a faint trail along the right side of the lake. Cross rocky slabs toward the falls, and hike up the right side of the creek.

			7.5Arrive at Trio Falls (GPS: N40 14.154’ / W105 38.431’). Return on the main trail.

			14.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Waters plunge over steep rock in a hidden trailside chasm at Thunder Falls.
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				Trio Falls provides a rare, triple delight of bridal veil beauty.

			

		

	
		
			4 East Longs Peak Trail Waterfalls

			Columbine Falls and “Chasm Lake Falls”

			A good trail, two beautiful waterfalls, high lakes, and some of the tallest peaks in Rocky Mountain National Park make this hike one of the best! Just below Longs Peak, Chasm Lake shimmers and shines, and tips its waters east, sending them cascading down a jumble of rocks at “Chasm Lake Falls.” They travel just a short distance before spilling again, into a long plunge at Columbine Falls. The aqueous display rests at Peacock Pool, then moves east, through the Roaring Fork drainage.

		

		
				Start: East Longs Peak Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 5 hours

				Distance: 7.8 miles out and back for Columbine Falls; 8.0 miles out and back for “Chasm Lake Falls” or both waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,400 feet to 11,570 feet (+2,170 feet) for Columbine Falls; to 11,600 feet (+2,200 feet) for “Chasm Lake Falls”

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead toilets and sinks, and Longs Peak Ranger Station (seasonal); nearby first-come first-served tent camping; no overnight parking at the trailhead, except for backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); limited services in Allenspark; full services in Lyons and Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 C6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Longs Peak

				Counties: Larimer (Columbine Falls) and Boulder (“Chasm Lake Falls”)

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Ute Highway (US 36 W) in Lyons, take Main Street west for 0.2 mile and turn left onto 5th Avenue (CO 7 W). Get into the right lane to go straight on South St. Vrain Highway (CO 7). Go 24.3 miles, past Allenspark, and turn left onto Longs Peak Road. Note that this turnoff is 9.0 miles south on North and South St. Vrain/ CO 7, if you are coming from the intersection of CO 34 and CO 36 in Estes Park. Drive 1.0 mile to the paved parking lot at the Longs Peak Ranger Station. The Longs Peak Trailhead is located in front of the ranger station (GPS: N40 16.329’ / W105 33.409’).

			

		
			The Hike

			East Longs Peak Trail is popular with backpackers, day hikers, mountaineers, and rock climbers, who use it to access Chasm Lake, Longs Peak, and a number of other mountains in the area. Expect a crowded parking lot and to share the trail. You’ll start out hiking through a lodgepole pine forest on an easy path and follow the signs toward Chasm Lake. At just under a mile you’ll meet up with Alpine Brook, switchback north, and ascend the trail on rocky steps that ease your progress. Cross Larkspur Creek on a footbridge, and go up more steps, then switchback north and take wood and rock steps up the hillside. The trail soon turns south, and rises to 10,500 feet, where you’re reminded to stay on the trail and off the delicate alpine tundra just ahead. An unnamed cascade tumbles below the next footbridge, and you’ll soon emerge from the forest to splendid views, to the southwest, of Mount Meeker, Longs Peak, and 13,281-foot Mount Lady Washington. There are two more trail junctions ahead, and you’ll follow the first one toward Chasm Lake, and travel past the second one—marked by a sprawling pile of rocks—straight toward the east face of Longs Peak, and not toward the Boulder Field. There is a “privy” here to the left, which is short on privacy but very big on views. The trail narrows as it follows the north rim of the Roaring Fork drainage, and the blue-green “eye” of Peacock Pool appears below you. Columbine Falls soon comes into view, to the left and below the trail, and then “Chasm Lake Falls” appears, above the trail and to the right. The area here is often filled with wildflowers—including the state flower, the Colorado Columbine—and it’s also a popular spot for yellow-bellied marmots. Both should be visually enjoyed but left untouched, to flourish in their natural environments. Beyond the falls, the rocky wedge of Ships Prow juts forward, with the saddle between Mount Meeker and Longs Peak—known as The Loft—rising high to the left of the Prow. Even in summer months, the wide expanse below the Loft is shaded and often filled with snow. Because you have come all this way, it only makes sense to continue on the trail as it rises up to the right of the Prow, to Chasm Lake. There, you’ll have the best views of Longs Peak’s famous East Face, and if you have a zoom lens on your camera, you may be able to pick out the bright clothing of rock climbers on the face, or the dark silhouettes of summiters atop the peak.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.5Trail junction—bear left toward Chasm Lake.

			2.6Trail junction—go left toward Chasm Lake.

			3.3Trail junction, with privy to the left and the Boulder Field to the right. Go straight toward Chasm Lake.

			3.9Arrive at the top of Columbine Falls (GPS: N40 15.652’ / W105 35.976’). Continue on the trail toward “Chasm Lake Falls,” visible ahead.

			4.0View “Chasm Lake Falls” (GPS: N40 15.552’ / W105 36.03’). Stay on trail and off the fragile alpine tundra. Return the way you came. Alternatively, you may wish to continue on the trail up to Chasm Lake.

			8.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				The aqueous display of Columbine Falls moves east through the Roaring Fork drainage.
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				Chasm Lake tips its waters over a jumble of rocks at “Chasm Lake Falls.”

			

		

	
		
			5 Glacier Gorge Trail Waterfalls

			Alberta Falls, Glacier Falls, “Shelf Falls,” “Solitude Falls,” “Blue Lake Falls,” “Slide Falls,” Ribbon Falls, and “Black Lake Falls”

			Eight unique falls from five water sources grace the trail in Glacier Gorge, Rocky Mountain National Park. At Alberta Falls, Glacier Creek gushes over boulders in a powerful horsetail, fills a punchbowl, and cascades past the trail. The creek flows just as strong at Glacier Falls, in segments hidden below the trail in a deep and steep-walled chasm. At higher altitudes, enjoy views of “Shelf Falls” and “Solitude Falls.” These waterfalls are hung high in the cliffs between 12,668-foot Thatchtop and 12,660-foot Arrowhead, are fed by Solitude and Shelf Lakes and Shelf Creek, and spill over the mountainside in segmented horsetails. “Blue Lake Falls” lies just below the trail, a segmented horsetail near the confluence of Blue Lake and Glacier Creek, while upstream at “Slide Falls,” the creek slip-slides for nearly a hundred feet over low-angle granite in a sweeping flourish, punctuated at the base by a cool punchbowl. Glacier Creek provides one more fall just below Black Lake at Ribbon Falls, a long, slick slide of frothy white delight over black and orange granite. Up at Black Lake, you can sit a while, soak your feet in the chill waters, and enjoy the final waterfall on your journey. “Black Lake Falls” spills from Frozen Lake in horsetail tiers over high granite walls, as Longs Peak—the highest point in Rocky Mountain National Park—looks down from the east, and stately 13,327-foot McHenrys Peak stands guard to the west.

		

		
				Start: Glacier Gorge Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy for Alberta Falls; moderate for Glacier Falls; strenuous for all other waterfalls

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour for Alberta Falls; 3 hours for Glacier Falls; 5 hours for “Shelf Falls” and “Solitude Falls”; 6 hours for “Blue Lake Falls,” “Slide Falls,” and Ribbon Falls; 7 hours for “Black Lake Falls”

				Distance: 1.6 miles out and back for Alberta Falls; 4.4 miles out and back for Glacier Falls; 8.0 miles out and back for “Shelf Falls”; 8.2 miles out and back for “Solitude Falls”; 8.4 miles out and back for “Blue Lake Falls”; 9.2 miles out and back for “Slide Falls”; 9.4 miles out and back for Ribbon Falls; 9.6 miles out and back for “Black Lake Falls”; and 9.8 miles out and back for all eight waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,180 feet to 9,400 feet (+220 feet) for Alberta Falls; to 9,880 feet (+700 feet) for Glacier Falls; to 10,310 feet (+1,130 feet) for “Shelf Falls”; to 10,310 feet (+1,130 feet) for “Solitude Falls”; to 10,350 feet (+1,170 feet) for “Blue Lake Falls”; to 10,500 feet (+1,320 feet) for “Slide Falls”; to 10,580 feet (+1,400 feet) for Ribbon Falls; and to 10,660 feet (+1,480 feet) for “Black Lake Falls”

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock; stone and timber steps; boulders at Black Lake

				Restrictions: Fee area; trail is day use only unless backcountry camping by permit; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets; nearby Beaver Meadows Visitors Center, picnic areas, and seasonal concessions; no overnight parking, except for campsite and backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); full services in Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 C5 and C6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: McHenrys Peak

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, take US 36 west for 3.8 miles to the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station at Rocky Mountain National Park. Go 0.2 mile and turn left (south) onto Bear Lake Road, then go 8.1 miles to a small paved parking area on the left side of the road, at the trailhead. In summer, if the lot is full, turn around and drive 3.3 miles back up Bear Lake Road, park at the shuttle bus parking, and take the free shuttle to the trailhead (GPS: N40 18.621’ / W105 38.421’).

			The Hike

			Glacier Gorge Trail is quite popular, even by busy Rocky Mountain National Park standards. In the summer the lot fills up early and quickly, and even through the colder months the trail is heavy with foot traffic as backcountry skiers, snowshoers, ice climbers, and winter mountaineers make the journey up to Black Lake and beyond. The route varies slightly under snow to avoid avalanche paths, when many travelers make their way straight across frozen Mills Lake and Jewel Lake to avoid the deep powder that buries the summer trail through the forest. In November 2011 a powerful windstorm caused massive tree-fall in the area, but the park service was quick to clear the trail and ease your passage through the cluttered sections.

			From the trailhead descend south toward the mountains and cross the first of many footbridges along your path. Enjoy views of high peaks to the left, and Chaos Creek to your right, and climb up into the forest, following the signs toward Mills Lake and Alberta Falls. Pass through aspens and boulders, and just beyond the fourth footbridge, reach Alberta Falls. Continue on the trail past the junction with the North Longs Peak Trail and on toward Mills Lake, as the trail hugs Glacier Knobs, to your right. Watch for the junction with the Loch Vale Trail, where you’ll bear left toward Mills Lake, and remain on the Glacier Gorge Trail. Cross Glacier Creek on a footbridge and look for a limber pine twisting in the wind atop an exposed slab, to the left of the trail. Hike up the slab, and view Glacier Falls, in the deep gorge below. Stay clear of the edges as a fall here would likely be fatal, and do not attempt to hike to the base of the falls, as the unofficial trails here are steep, loose, and not maintained. Return to the main trail and cross another footbridge over Glacier Creek. Hike over rocky slabs to Mills Lake and stay on the trail that leads around the left (east) side of the lake, and then around Jewel Lake. There are occasional waterfalls in the cliffs on the west side of the lake, but there is no water source there other than seasonal snowmelt, and so they are ephemeral and unnamed. The high peaks to the south are in full view here, and they all serve to encourage you up and on, in your waterfall journey. The trail alternates between stone steps, wooden planks, dirt path, and rocky slabs—note that when someone puts a log across a trail it’s a sign to not go that way! Hike through the deadfall area. Go up more stone steps, and emerge from the forest with the creek to your right, and “Shelf Falls” pouring down from the cliffs, about 0.25 mile west of the trail. Shelf Creek feeds these falls and flows into Glacier Creek, and, just after you pass the confluence, “Solitude Falls” also appears to the west. Continue up trail to the confluence of waters from Blue Lake, which flows from the southeast, and Glacier Creek, flowing from the south, and view “Blue Lake Falls,” below the trail to the west. Hike another 0.25 mile and look for an opening in the trees  to the right of the main trail. Hike through the trees here, to “Slide Falls.” Return to the main trail and continue up to Ribbon Falls, to the right of the trail. “Black Lake Falls” are also visible from here, in the cliffs to the southwest below McHenrys Peaks, but you’ll want to continue up to the lake for the best views. Be prepared to do a bit of rock-hopping on the final section up to Black Lake.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.3Trail junction—go straight at this junction, and turn left at the next trail junction, toward Alberta Falls.

			0.8Arrive at Alberta Falls (GPS: N40 18.233’ / W 105 38.291’). Continue on the trail.

			1.6Trail junction—go straight toward Mills Lake.

			2.1Trail junction—go left toward Mills Lake and Black Lake. Cross bridge.

			2.2Hike up slab left of trail for views of Glacier Falls, below the trail. Arrive at viewpoint above Glacier Falls (GPS: N40 17.688’ / W105 38.775’). Return to main trail, continue south, and cross a footbridge over Glacier Creek.

			2.5Reach Mills Lake (north end) and follow the trail around the left side. Hike on cleared trail through heavy deadfall area.

			4.0View of “Shelf Falls” to right of trail, high in the cliffs below Arrowhead (GPS: N40 16.509’ / W105 38.211’).

			4.1View of “Solitude Falls” to right of trail, high in the cliffs below Arrowhead (GPS: N40 16.449’ / W105 38.215’).

			4.2Arrive at “Blue Lake Falls,” below the trail to the right (GPS: N40 16.388’ / W105 38.198’).

			4.5Leave main trail and go right to views of “Slide Falls.”

			4.6Arrive at “Slide Falls” (GPS: N40 16.141’ / W 105 38.335’). Return to the main trail and continue south.

			4.8Arrive at Ribbon Falls (GPS: N40 16.045’ / W105 38.399’). Continue up trail on stone steps. “Black Lake Falls” is visible ahead. Follow trail if dry, or rock-hop up creek to Black Lake.

			5.0Arrive at Black Lake and view “Black Lake Falls” in the cliffs below McHenrys Peak (GPS: N40 15.984’ / W105 38.431’). Additional, ephemeral falls may appear in the cliffs below The Spearhead. Return the way you came.

			9.8 Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				“Black Lake Falls” spills from Frozen Lake in horsetail tiers over high granite walls.
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			6 Timberline Falls (at Loch Vale)

			Melting snow from Taylor Glacier trickles north into Sky Pond, spills into Icy Brook and Lake of Glass, and plunges over cliffs at Loch Vale. Timberline Falls is a picture-perfect waterfall in a storybook setting, and one of the best in Rocky Mountain National Park.

		

		
				See map on Hike 5.

				Start: Glacier Gorge Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 5 hours

				Distance: 8.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,180 feet to 10,660 feet (+1,480 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt, rock, stone steps, and talus

				Restrictions: Fee area; trail is day use only unless backcountry camping by permit; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets; nearby Beaver Meadows Visitors Center, picnic areas, and seasonal concessions; no overnight parking, except for campsite and backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); full services in Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 C5; USGS Colorado Quad Map: McHenrys Peak

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, take US 36 west for 3.8 miles to the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station at Rocky Mountain National Park. Go 0.2 mile and turn left (south) onto Bear Lake Road, then go 8.1 miles to a small parking area on the left side of the road, at the trailhead. In summer, if the lot is full, turn around and drive 3.3 miles back up Bear Lake Road, park at the shuttle bus parking, and take the free shuttle to the trailhead (GPS: N40 18.621’ / W105 38.421’).

			The Hike

			The first section of this hike takes you into Glacier Gorge and past Alberta Falls, also described in the hike Glacier Gorge Trail Waterfalls. Follow signs to Alberta Falls, then continue 1.3 miles past the falls, and take the right fork to get on the Loch Vale Trail. As you approach The Loch, Icy Brook cascades past the trail, and you’ll have great views of the brook and glimpses of 13,153-foot Taylor Peak at the southernmost switchbacks. At The Loch, the trail wraps around the right (north) side of the lake, and then climbs stone steps. Cross Andrews Creek and continue past the cutoff to the right of the trail that leads upstream to Andrews Glacier, and go straight toward Lake of Glass and Sky Pond. You’ll cross a flat area on wooden planks, rejoin the dirt trail, climb more steps, cross more planks, and soon begin to hear the falls. This is a good time to stop and take in your surroundings: To the southwest, 12,630-foot The Sharkstooth—the tallest of the Cathedral Spires, a collection of rocky towers popular with alpine rock climbers—pierces the sky. Cathedral Wall provides more climbing routes, and, to the right of that, Andrews Glacier and 12,486-foot Otis Peak are visible, to the west. Follow the stone staircase as it rises to the falls. The loose, rocky trail may be washed out near the top, so take care as you make your way to the base of the waterfall, and a broad flat rock that provides a perfect place to sit and enjoy 360-degree views of one of the most beautiful spots in the park.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.3Trail junction—go straight at this junction, and turn left at the next trail junction. toward Alberta Falls.

			0.8Arrive at Alberta Falls (GPS: N40 18.233’ / W 105 38.291’). Continue on the trail.

			1.6Trail junction—go straight.

			2.1Trail junction—go right toward Loch Vale.

			2.8Arrive at The Loch. Hike on trail around the right side of the lake, and follow the creek.

			3.5Climb stone steps, then timber steps, and cross two creeks on footbridges.

			3.7Trail junction—stay straight on the trail toward Lake of Glass and Sky Pond.

			3.9Falls come into view ahead in the cliffs. Climb many stone steps to the right of the falls.

			4.1Arrive at Timberline Falls (GPS: N40 16.993’ / W105 39.887’). Return the way you came.

			8.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Timberline Falls is a picture-perfect waterfall in a storybook setting.

			

		

	
		
			7 Fern Lake Trail Waterfalls

			“Windy Gulch Cascades,” “Spruce Creek Falls,” Fern Falls, Marguerite Falls, and Grace Falls

			Five waterfalls pour through Odessa Gorge, west of Moraine Park in Rocky Mountain National Park. The first falls, “Windy Gulch Cascades,” is hidden off the trail and fueled by an unnamed source. “Spruce Creek Falls” tumbles past, in long leaps below the trail. Fern Falls roars over a trailside cliff, protected by dense, green shrubs and Engelmann spruce; and Marguerite Falls is not easily accessed by any trail, but the upper leaps may be enjoyed, downstream from Fern Lake. Both are fed by Fern Creek. The most sparkling, sunlit gem on your waterfall journey hangs above Odessa Lake. There, melting snow from Ptarmigan Glacier flows between 12,324-foot Flattop Mountain, to the south, and 12,129-foot Notchtop Mountain, to the north, and spills over the cliffs and into Fern Creek, at Grace Falls.

		

		
				Start: Fern Lake Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy for “Windy Gulch Cascades”; moderate for “Spruce Creek Falls” and Fern Falls; strenuous for Marguerite Falls; strenuous / very strenuous for Grace Falls

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour for “Windy Gulch Cascades”; 3 hours for “Spruce Creek Falls”; 4 hours for Fern Falls; 5 hours for Marguerite Falls; 8 hours for Grace Falls; 9 hours for all waterfalls

				Distance: 1.0 mile out and back for “Windy Gulch Cascades”; 4.5 miles out and back for “Spruce Creek Falls”; 5.4 miles out and back for Fern Falls; 7.8 miles out and back for Marguerite Falls; 12.0 miles out and back for Grace Falls, including stops at all waterfalls on the hike in

				Elevations trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,155 feet to 8,580 feet (+425 feet) for “Windy Gulch Cascades”; to 8,500 feet (+345 feet) for “Spruce Creek Falls”; to 8,800 feet (+645 feet) for Fern Falls; to 9,440 (+1,285 feet) for Marguerite Falls; to 10,510 feet (+2,355 feet) for Grace Falls

				Trail surface: Dirt, rock, talus, and boulders

				Restrictions: Fee area; trail is day use only unless backcountry camping by permit; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets; nearby Beaver Meadows Visitors Center, picnic areas, and seasonal concessions; no overnight parking, except for campsite and backcountry camping in the park (by permit only); full services in Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 B5 and B6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: McHenrys Peak

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, take US 36 west for 3.8 miles to the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station at Rocky Mountain National Park. Go 0.2 mile and turn left (south) onto Bear Lake Road, then go 1.2 miles and turn right toward Moraine Park Campground. Drive 0.5 mile and turn left onto Fern Lake Road, then go 1.5 miles, past the Cub Lake Trailhead (where the road becomes unpaved) to the shuttle bus stop and large vehicle/camper parking. The road ends here in winter, but continues another 0.7 mile in summer to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N40 21.292’ / W105 37.863’).

		

		
			The Hike

			Fern Lake Trail is a busy place year-round, attracting hikers and anglers to sparkling lakes in the summertime, and ice climbers to classic climbs like Jaws, New Beginnings, and the East Face of Notchtop Mountain in winter months. The hike starts off easy enough, heading west through an aspen forest on a broad, flat trail, with Big Thompson River to the left and the lower ramparts of 10,491-foot Beaver Mountain to the right. At Windy Gulch, to the right of the trail, a narrow path leads steeply up to “Windy Gulch Cascades.” Fed by an unnamed source—perhaps a spring—the falls are visible just a tenth of a mile from the trail, but you may climb higher if you can do so safely. As with all unofficial trails, follow the Leave No Trace principles to lessen your impact. The main trail continues through towering Arch Rocks and past granite walls, chalk-stained with popular bouldering routes. Cross Big Thompson River on a footbridge, with the chill waters of The Pool upstream, to your right. Turn right at the junction with the Cub Lake Trail, and stay on Fern Lake Trail that climbs alongside The Pool. Cross Fern Creek and view “Spruce Creek Falls,” to the right of the trail. There are at least four leaps, visible at various viewpoints, but no safe way down to the base. Continue on the trail as it switches away from Spruce Creek, and back to Fern Creek, at Fern Creek Falls. As you continue to climb the trail, you’ll hear the rush of Marguerite Falls to your left, but there is no easy way to the long leaps at the base. Rather, continue up to the bridge at Fern Lake and enjoy the upper leaps creekside just before and after the bridge. If the route allows, hike downstream for more views. Return to the main trail and continue past Fern Lake. Take a moment here to enjoy spectacular views of (right to left, north to south) 10,940-foot The Gable, 11,586-foot Little Matterhorn, and Notchtop Mountain. Also be on the lookout for moose that enjoy the waters at Fern Lake and may be seen taking a swim in them. The trail heads east, cuts through a boulder field, then goes south and back into the forest. You’ll soon come to the junction with a trail to Bear Lake, on your left. In summer, the Rocky Mountain National Park shuttle bus stops at the Bear Lake Trailhead parking lot, and at the Fern Lake Trailhead parking lot, so if you check the schedules and plan ahead, you may wish to make a loop of it—hiking from the Fern Lake Trailhead to all five waterfalls, then back to the Bear Lake Trailhead—and use the shuttle to retrieve your car at the end of the day.

			Continue up the trail toward Odessa Lake. Cross Fern Creek on a log bridge, and reach the lake. At this point, Grace Falls is visible in the cliffs straight ahead, below Ptarmigan Glacier. For a closer look, continue on the trail as it wraps around the lake, and follows the creek up toward Ptarmigan Pass. Hard, steep snow may exist year-round in this area, so stay to the rocks and pick your best route across talus, boulders, and finally a grassy area to flat boulders and plenty of natural seating just below Grace Falls. There are more cascades downstream, but this is the best spot for views of the dramatic leaps above you, Odessa Gorge below, and steep-walled peaks all around.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.4Leave main trail to hike up Windy Gulch, on right.

			0.5Arrive at “Windy Gulch Cascades” (GPS: N40 21.394’ / W105 38.403’). Return to main trail.

			1.9Cross Big Thompson River on footbridge, then turn right at trail junction and hike up past The Pool, to your right.

			2.1Cross bridge over Fern Creek.

			2.3Arrive at “Spruce Creek Falls” (GPS: N40 20.989’ / W105 39.92’). Continue on the trail.

			2.8Arrive at Fern Falls (GPS: N40 20.841’ / W105 40.062’). Continue on the trail.

			3.8Marguerite Falls is located east of the trail and you will hear the falls, but a nasty bushwhack is required to reach the lower leaps. Continue on the trail to a better viewing area.

			3.9Just before you cross the bridge at Fern Lake, drop off the trail to the left alongside Fern Creek. The upper leaps of Marguerite Falls are here, and you can continue until the trail peters out.

			4.0Choose your turnaround point, about 0.1 mile downstream of the bridge, at Marguerite Falls (GPS: N40 20.371’ / W105 40.494’). Return to the main trail and continue past Fern Lake.

			5.0Trail junction—stay right toward Odessa Lake.

			5.1Arrive at Odessa Lake. Continue on trail to the right (west) of the lake. Pick your best route across the boulders, then cross the creek and a grassy area to the base of the falls.

			6.2Arrive at Grace Falls (GPS: N40 19.244’ / W105 41.403’). Return the way you came.

			12.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Melting snow from Ptarmigan Glacier spills over cliffs and into Fern Creek at Grace Falls.
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				Fern Falls roars over a trail-side cliff, protected by dense, green shrubs and Engelmann spruce.

			

		

	
		
			8 Horseshoe Falls

			Roaring River tumbles south toward Horseshoe Park in Rocky Mountain National Park, providing a dazzling display of many types of falls. From your viewing area—reached by paved trail—take in the stepped and stair-cased spectacle of fans, veils, horsetails, and slides that make up the chaotic cascade of Horseshoe Falls.

		

		
				Start: Alluvial Fan Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.4 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,550 feet to 8,680 feet (+130 feet)

				Trail surface: Paved and dirt

				Restrictions: Fee area; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets, picnic area, and interpretive signs; overnight parking and campsite and backcountry camping in the park by permit only; Fall River Visitor Center (seasonal); concessions available seasonally and at various locations in the park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 B6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Trail Ridge

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, take US 34 West / Fall River Road for 4.7 miles to the Fall River Entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park. Continue 2.1 miles on US 34 and turn right onto Old Fall River Road. Drive 0.8 mile to the West Alluvial Parking area on the right (GPS: N40 24.641’ / W105 38.215’).

		

		
			The Hike

			This is a short, easy hike to a large waterfall that’s visible from the road and trail. There are some good interpretive signs along the path, including one that details the Lawn Lake Flood. In 1982, a dam break let loose twenty-nine million gallons of water, taking the lives of two campers at Aspenglen Campground and flooding Estes Park to the east. Swift waters eventually slowed, spreading a fan-shaped deposit of sand and boulders to the west, the “alluvial fan” at Horseshoe Park.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, adjacent to the parking lot. Following the trail, cross a bridge and view the falls from the paved trail or make your way on dirt trail for a closer look.

			0.2Arrive at the base of Horseshoe Falls (GPS: N40 24.696’ / W105 38.071’). Return the way you came.

			0.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Horseshoe Falls is a family favorite visible from the road, bridge, or trail.

			

		

	
		
			9 Chasm Falls

			In Rocky Mountain National Park, Fall River Road climbs west from Endovalley to Fall River Pass before joining Trail Ridge Road, the highest continuous paved roadway in the United States. At the eastern end, in a roadside chasm, Fall River pours its bounty in a dramatic chute fall of subtle resplendence at Chasm Falls.

		

		
				See map on Hike 8.

				Start: Chasm Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.1 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,065 feet to 9,000 feet (–65 feet)

				Trail surface: Paved, dirt, and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Campsite and backcountry camping in the park by reservation only; picnic areas and vault toilets at Endovalley Picnic Area and other locations throughout the park; Fall River Visitor Center (seasonal) and Alpine Visitor Center (seasonal); concessions available seasonally and at various locations in the park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 B5; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Trail Ridge

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, take US 34 West / Fall River Road for 4.7 miles to the Fall River Entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park. Continue 2.1 miles on US 34 and turn right onto Old Fall River Road. Drive 3.2 miles, past East and West Alluvial Parking on the right and the Endovalley Picnic Area on the left, and join the steep, unpaved Old Fall River Road that eventually joins Trail Ridge Road at the Alpine Visitor Center. You will also pass a secondary trailhead for Chasm Falls on the left of the road, at a switchback. Continue to roadside parking at the trailhead (GPS: N40 25.020’ / W105 40.366’).

			The Hike

			Descend short, steep switchbacks from the road to a platform near the base of the falls. The viewing area is small, and usually quite crowded in the peak summer season when Old Fall River Road is open to the public. In the off-season, Old Fall River Road may be closed as far back as the West Alluvial Parking area, so plan on a longer hike—about 2.4 miles in each direction.

			The historic dirt road leading up to the falls trailhead is one-way uphill and very narrow and has tight switchbacks with no guardrails.  It eventually takes you to Trail Ridge Road. If you do not want to enjoy the scenic drive, park at the Endovalley Picnic Area and hike up the road to the falls. If you opt for the drive, be on the lookout for several bonus waterfalls along the roadway. At 3.5 miles beyond the Chasm Falls Trailhead, there’s a very long, seasonal cascade in the cliffs to the left of the road, across the valley. The road at this point is a shelf road so you will have to drive a short distance to find a suitable parking spot to stop and enjoy the view. Continue another 0.2 mile to a roadside cascade and more waterfall viewing opportunities. Farther up the road you will pass many scenic pullouts with mountain views, a visitor center and gift shop with a snack bar, and an intersection where you can choose to loop back toward Estes Park or continue on to Grand Lake.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, and make your way down paved and dirt switchbacks. In about 300 feet, arrive at the viewing platform near the base of Chasm Falls (GPS: N40 25.006’ / W105 40.327’). Return the way you came.

			0.1Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Fall River pours its bounty in a dramatic chute fall of subtle resplendence at Chasm Falls.

			

		

	
		
			10 “Ypsilon Falls”

			Spectacle Lakes lie at the edge of the Mummy Range, in Rocky Mountain National Park. Their mountain waters flow south through a narrow ravine, in multitiered horsetails amid mossy rocks and greenery, and spill into a shimmering, brown pool at “Ypsilon Falls.”

		

		
				See map on Hike 8.

				Start: Lawn Lake Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 6 hours

				Distance: 9.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewing area: 8,540 feet to 10,590 feet (+2,050 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; no bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets, overnight parking, and campsite and backcountry camping in the park by permit only; Fall River Visitor Center (seasonal); concessions available seasonally and at various locations in the park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 A5 and B6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Trail Ridge

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, take US 34 West / Fall River Road for 4.7 miles to the Fall River Entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park. Continue 2.1 miles on US 34 and turn right onto Old Fall River Road. Drive 0.1 mile to the Lawn Lake Trailhead parking area on the right (GPS: N40 24.441’ / W105 37.566’).

			The Hike

			The hike to “Ypsilon Falls” begins on Lawn Lake Trail, and follows the ridge above Horseshoe Park and Horseshoe Falls. At about a mile the trail meets up with Roaring River, and follows it for about half a mile before reaching the junction with Ypsilon Lake Trail. There you’ll bear left, cross a footbridge over the river, and head south—then, north—toward Ypsilon Lake. The trail continues to climb easily but steadily, through a lodgepole pine forest, with limited views. At about 9,945 feet you’ll reach a flat area, then traverse the hillside and drop down to Chipmunk Lake. There, you’ll have views of 13,502-foot Fairchild Mountain, to the north. Continue on the trail to Ypsilon Lake, cross a footbridge, and view the flowing tiers of “Ypsilon Falls,” to the left. From a trail along the left side of the waterfall, view the thinner upper leaps, tucked in boulders and fern.
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				Waters flow in multitiered horsetails and spill into a shimmering pool at “Ypsilon Falls.”

			

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Pass several unmarked trails leading down to Horseshoe Park. In a bit less than 0.1 mile, bear left at the trail junction to stay on Lawn Lake Trail.

			1.5Reach a trail junction. Go left to leave Lawn Lake Trail and get onto Ypsilon Lake Trail. Cross a footbridge, then ascend log steps that take you away from the creek.

			4.0Arrive at Chipmunk Lake. Continue on trail.

			4.4Arrive at Ypsilon Lake. Cross a footbridge and turn left to the falls.

			4.5Arrive at “Ypsilon Falls” (GPS: N40 26.615’ / W105 39.964’). Return the way you came.

			9.0Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			11 MacGregor Falls

			Black Canyon Creek flows southeast from Mummy Mountain through Black Canyon, parallels Lumpy Ridge, and empties into Big Thompson River in Estes Park. At MacGregor Falls the creek cascades sharply through a narrow passage, twists through boulders, and slip-slides over a granite slab in a frothy sheet.

		

		
				Start: Twin Owls Trailhead (Lumpy Ridge)

				Difficulty: Easy/moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 6.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,870 feet to 8,330 feet (+460 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt

				Restrictions: Backcountry camping by permit only; no dogs and no bicycles allowed on trail

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets and interpretive signs; services in Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 B6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Estes Park

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, drive north on Wonderview Avenue past the historic Stanley Hotel and turn right onto MacGregor Avenue, which becomes Devils Gulch Road. Go 1.3 miles and turn left on Lumpy Ridge Road, then continue 0.3 mile to the large paved parking area and trailhead (GPS: N40 23.793’ / W105 30.793’).

			The Hike

			Black Canyon Trail crosses wide open spaces, passing in and out of Rocky Mountain National Park and a conservation easement on MacGregor Ranch. Popular rock climbing area Lumpy Ridge dominates the northern sky, with formations like The Twin Owls appearing early on the trail, and craggy ridges like The Needles rising high as you travel west. You’ll have clear views of Longs Peak and Mount Meeker to the south, with unranked, 14,060-foot “Southeast Longs” (the Beaver) jutting up to separate the two. Black Canyon Trail is used by rock climbers and trail runners, and Lumpy Ridge provides a seasonal nesting area for raptors. At the final cutoff for The Pear, you’ll cross a meadow, hike up a road, and journey into the southern tip of Black Canyon, just east of 10,486-foot MacGregor Mountain. The trail dead-ends in a shady tree- and rock-lined alcove, where a great slab of granite partially blocks your view of the falls. If conditions permit, you may carefully cross the creek at the base to a better vantage point.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.6Reach trail junction and go left toward The Pear.

			0.7Cross road and rejoin trail on other side, then arrive at a trail junction and stay left on Black Canyon Trail.

			1.5Reach trail junction with climbing routes to left—continue straight ahead.

			1.8Reach a pole in the ground where a social trail meanders straight ahead—bear to the right.

			1.9Reach trail junction. The Pear is to the right and Black Canyon Trail continues straight ahead. Look to the left for a cairn and follow that direction, on a faint trail that crosses an open area, passes between a juniper and a ponderosa pine, and joins a dirt road on the other side. Walk west up the road.

			2.3Leave the road and get on a trail to the right (signed for MacGregor Falls). Follow the trail along the creek, to your left.

			3.1Arrive at the base of MacGregor Falls (GPS: N40 24.619’ / W105 33.667’). Return the way you came.

			6.2Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			12 Bridal Veil Falls (at Rocky Mountain National Park)

			Waterfall lovers will delight at this combination fall that tumbles down from on high as a cascade, slips along low-angle rock as a slide, and finally spreads its waters in a frothy veil. The hike follows Cow Creek and offers splendid views of 9,794-foot Sheep Mountain in the northeast quadrant of Rocky Mountain National Park.

		

		
				See map on Hike 11.

				Start: Cow Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 6.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,820 feet to 8,800 feet (+980 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Backcountry camping by permit only; no dogs and no bicycles allowed on trail

				Amenities: Privy at 0.2 mile along the trail; services in Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 A7 and A6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Estes Park

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, drive north on Wonderview Avenue past the historic Stanley Hotel and turn right onto MacGregor Avenue, which becomes Devils Gulch Road at 0.5 mile. Continue for 3.0 more miles and bear left onto gravel McGraw Ranch Road. Go 2.2 miles, entering Rocky Mountain National Park, and parallel-park along the very limited parking space on the left side of the road. The trailhead is on your left, and you can use the turnout to turn around, but do not park there or your car may be towed (GPS: N40 25.876’ / W105 30.061’).

			The Hike

			From the trailhead at McGraw Ranch, hike past the gate and up the gravel road and follow the bend to the left past cabins. At the first trail junction, go straight to stay on the Cow Creek Trail. Pass a privy to the right of the road and ascend timber steps. Ahead in the distance you will see 10,859-foot Dark Mountain, and to the right of the trail you will pass Sheep Mountain rising nearly 300 feet from the valley floor. Pass the trail junction to the Lumpy Ridge Trailhead and continue straight. Go right at the next trail junction, cross three bridges, and reach a horse hitch. The trail turns steep and rugged here, and there are stone steps leading you to the base of Bridal Veil Falls. If conditions allow, cross below the falls and hike up the left of the falls to view the upper sections. If ice exists or the creek is running high and fast, enjoy them from below.

			Due to limited parking at this trailhead, consider an alternate route to Bridal Veil Falls from the Lumpy Ridge Trailhead, which you will pass on MacGregor Avenue on your way to the Cow Creek Trailhead. This will more than double the length of your hike to 12.8 miles out and back, and you can enjoy Gem Lake each way.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.1Trail junction—go straight. Right takes you to West Creek Falls.

			1.2Trail junction—go straight. Left takes you to Lumpy Ridge Trailhead.

			1.9Trail junction—go right. Straight takes you to Peregrine campsites.

			2.9Horse hitch.

			3.1Reach the base of Bridal Veil Falls (GPS: N40 26.116’ / W105 33.03’). Return the way you came.

			6.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Cow Creek tumbles, slides, and spreads its waters in a frothy veil at Bridal Veil Falls.

			

		

	
		
			13 West Creek Falls

			West Creek flows southeast from the Mummy Range, through the Comanche Peak Wilderness, and northeast to Glen Haven where it joins the North Big Thompson River. Deep within the creek drainage, surrounded by walls of soil and stone, a horsetail pours over rock and fills a punchbowl at West Creek Falls.

		

		
				See map on Hike 11.

				Start: Cow Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.6 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,820 feet to 8,100 feet (+280 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Backcountry camping by permit only; observe wilderness regulations; no pets and no bicycles allowed on the trail

				Amenities: Services in Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 A7 and A6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Estes Park

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo; Roosevelt National Forest, (970) 295-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/arp; Canyon Lakes Ranger District, (970) 295-6700; Comanche Peak Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, drive north on Wonderview Avenue past the historic Stanley Hotel and turn right onto MacGregor Avenue, which becomes Devils Gulch Road at 0.5 mile. Continue for 3.0 more miles and bear left onto gravel McGraw Ranch Road. Go 2.2 miles, entering Rocky Mountain National Park, and parallel-park along the very limited parking space on the left side of the road. The trailhead is on your left, and you can use the turnout to turn around, but do not park there or your car may be towed (GPS: N40 25.876’ / W105 30.061’).

			The Hike

			Begin at the busy Cow Creek Trailhead, where you’ll hike up a gravel road through McGraw Ranch and leave the main trail for the lesser-traveled North Boundary Trail. Although the net elevation gain from trailhead to falls is just 280 feet, you will have to climb more than 600 feet from the trailhead to gain a ridge between the Cow Creek and West Creek drainages, drop down to West Creek, cross a footbridge, and hike up to the falls—and climb back up and over the ridge on your way out—for a healthy and heart-pounding day on the trail. Once you’ve crossed West Creek, turn left and follow it along the north side to another trail junction and the sign for the falls. There’s a short, sheet fall and a small punchbowl at the base, but continue farther up the trail to a surprisingly scenic and remote amphitheater surrounded by pancake rock and wilderness. The fall slips over a tall granite slab and into a shimmering pool.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.1Reach trail junction and turn right onto the North Boundary Trail (signed).

			0.3Enter Comanche Peak Wilderness, hike over ridge, down into drainage, and cross footbridge.

			1.4Reach trail junction and turn left on North Boundary Trail (signed).

			1.6Reach trail junction and turn left toward West Creek Falls (signed).

			2.0Enter Rocky Mountain National Park (signed).

			2.3Arrive at West Creek Falls (GPS: N40 27.083’ / W105 31.005’). Return the way you came.

			4.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Surrounded by walls of soil and stone, a horsetail pours over rock at West Creek Falls.

			

		

	
		
			14 Lost Falls

			Waters from the western slopes of 12,571-foot Mount Dunraven pour into the North Fork of Big Thompson River, and are joined by spillage from Lost Lake. They travel east and flow hidden among dense growth and deadfall, to aptly named Lost Falls. You can enjoy them, and a long hike, on this scenic journey through the northeast corner of Rocky Mountain National Park.

		

		
				Start: Dunraven Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous / very strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 10 hours

				Distance: 15.6 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,800 feet to 10,050 feet (+2,250 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No bicycles and no dogs allowed on trail; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Trailhead vault toilets, overnight parking, and campsite and backcountry camping in the park by permit only; services in Glen Haven and Estes Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 A6 and A7; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Glen Haven, Estes Park, Pingree Park

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo; Roosevelt National Forest, (970) 295-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/arp; Canyon Lakes Ranger District, (970) 295-6700; Comanche Peak Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Estes Park, drive north on Wonderview Avenue past the historic Stanley Hotel and turn right onto MacGregor Avenue, which becomes Devils Gulch Road at 0.5 mile. Continue for 8.4 more miles and turn left onto unpaved Dunraven Glade Road. Continue for 2.3 miles to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N40 28.528’ / W105 27.629’).

			The Hike

			This is a difficult hike, and the best leaps of the falls are hidden behind thick brush and deadfall. For that reason, you may wish to combine it with a backpack and camping trip, along with a hike up to Lost Lake, about 2 miles beyond the falls. There are two trails located at the Dunraven Trailhead: You’ll want to take the North Fork Trail, also known as the Dunraven Trail, heading west. (The other trail heads north to Signal Mountain.) Shortly after beginning your hike, the trail enters the Comanche Peak Wilderness and crosses the first of eight bridges over the North Fork of the Big Thompson River. There’s a 0.25-mile stretch through private property—it’s signed, so just be sure to stick to the trail on this section. Enter an open area at about 3 miles where there are cabin ruins to the left of the trail. As with all historical structures discovered in the backcountry, they should not be touched nor should you remove any remaining artifacts. Continue west, with Bulwark Ridge to your right and 11,831-foot Mount Dickinson straight ahead. The trail reenters the forest, and eventually leads into Rocky Mountain National Park. At the junction with the North Boundary Trail, bear right toward Lost Lake, on the Lost Lake Trail. The “Halfway Campsite” marks the halfway point, in elevation, from the trailhead to Lost Lake—about 1,400 feet. At the “Lost Falls Campsite,” the trail finally gets steep. There are social trails from within the campsite—and off the main trail just beyond the campsite—that lead to the creek and the long, main leap of the falls. Unfortunately, they are heavily overgrown and provide limited views. Continue on the main trail to the junction with the Stormy Peaks Trail, and turn left toward Lost Lake. Just after this turn,  to the left of the trail, the top of Lost Lake Falls is hidden in the trees. Follow the creek downstream for views of the middle and lower leaps of the falls, but take extreme care as the banks are overgrown and steep. A tumble here might end badly.

		

		
			[image: 346934.jpg]
		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.1Enter the Comanche Peak Wilderness and cross two footbridges.

			1.2Depart Comanche Peak Wilderness. Cross a third footbridge. Enter into private land for 0.25 mile, and cross the fourth footbridge.

			1.7Leave private lands and reenter Comanche Peak Wilderness. Cross the fifth and sixth footbridges.

			2.9Reach an open area and cabin ruins. Continue up trail to the west.

			4.5Leave Comanche Peak Wilderness and enter Rocky Mountain National Park. Cross the seventh footbridge.

			5.4Reach trail junction with North Boundary Trail and stay right toward Lost Lake.

			5.7Reach “Halfway Campsite,” at one-half the elevation gain from trailhead to Lost Lake.

			6.9Reach “Lost Falls Campsite.” Stay on the main trail, and cross the eighth bridge.

			7.6Trail junction—go left, toward Lost Lake.

			7.7Turn left, into the trees.

			7.8Arrive at the top of Lost Falls (GPS: N40 30.275’ / W105 34.125’). Return the way you came. Alternatively, continue up the trail through Lost Meadows and on to Lost Lake.

			15.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				The North Fork of Big Thompson River flows among dense growth at Lost Falls.

			

		

	
		
			Denver and Boulder Area
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				Soda Creek slips over a high cliff and flows into Clear Creek at Bridal Veil Falls, hike 18.

			

		

	
		
			15 Timberline Falls (at Camp Dick)

			At the eastern end of the Buchanan Pass Trail, Middle St. Vrain Creek gushes through a deep gorge and drops its waters in stepped sheets and cascades over boulders at Timberline Falls.

		

		
				Start: Middle Saint Vrain Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy/moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.4 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,700 feet to 9,200 feet (+500 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No motorized vehicles on trail

				Amenities: Backcountry camping permitted beyond 0.5 mile of the trailhead; vault toilets at nearby Camp Dick and Peaceful Valley campgrounds; services in Boulder and Allenspark

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 29 D6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Allens Park

				County: Boulder

				Land status: Roosevelt National Forest, (970) 295-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/arp; Boulder Ranger District, (303) 541-2500

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Boulder, take CO 93 North and turn left onto Lee Hill Drive, which turns into Olde Stage Road. At 4.7 miles turn left onto Lefthand Canyon Drive (which turns into James Canyon Drive, Main Street, and unpaved Overland Road) and drive 12.3 miles, then turn right onto paved CO 72 West / Peak to Peak Highway. Drive 1.5 miles, turn left onto CR 92, and go 0.1 mile to Middle St. Vrain Road. Continue for another 1.2 miles through Peaceful Valley Campground and Camp Dick Campground, to the far west end of the road and parking at the trailhead. If you are traveling from Lyons, take CO 7 West for about 7 miles to CO 72; from Estes Park, take CO 7 South for about 18 miles to CO 72 (GPS: N40 7.793’ / W105 31.447’).

			The Hike

			The hike starts off on a 4WD road left of Middle St. Vrain Creek, and follows the creek for the entire distance on Buchanan Pass Trail 910. You’ll pass a junction with the Sourdough Trail on your left, then bear right toward Buchanan Pass, which—if you care to extend your trip—is about 10 miles from the trailhead. Cross a footbridge over the creek and continue west on a narrow, rocky trail. Pass through an open area with a high ridge to your right, then go back into the forest on a nicer trail. Cross an unnamed tributary on rocks and logs, and you will soon hear the falls. Look for a narrow trail to the left, leading down to the creek bed, and proceed with care to the base of the falls. Return to the main trail and continue to a higher perch at rock outcrops above the falls, and more descending trails above the falls. Take care on the rocks, above the falls, and when hiking the steep trails down to the creek; the waters run fast and a fall would likely be fatal.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike up the 4WD road. In about 250 feet, leave the road and bear right on trail toward Buchanan Pass.

			0.1Reach the Middle St. Vrain / Buchanan Pass Trailhead. Cross the bridge over the creek and head west on a narrow, rocky trail.

			2.1Depart main trail to left and carefully make your way down to the falls.

			2.2Arrive at Timberline Falls (GPS: N40 8.166’ / W105 33.498’). Return to the main trail and view the falls from rocky outcrops directly above the falls and to the left of the trail. Alternatively, view the falls from additional trails located beyond the rock outcrop. Return the way you came.

			4.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Middle St. Vrain Creek gushes through a deep gorge at Timberline Falls.

			

		

	
		
			16 Boulder Falls

			North Boulder Creek flows east just north of Boulder Canyon, then wends its way south through a granite-walled gorge to Middle Boulder Creek. Along the way, it spills its waters in a dramatic, segmented plunge and splashes its way to the creek bed in a grandiose horsetail spray.

		

		
				Start: Boulder Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.2 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 6,910 feet to 6,930 feet (+20 feet)

				Trail surface: Stone steps, rocks, and dirt

				Restrictions: Closed Nov 1 to May 1; closed from 30 minutes after sunset to sunrise; no camping and no wading in the creek; no glass bottles; hikers must stay on trail; no bicycles or motor vehicles on trail and dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Boulder

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 39 A8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Gold Hill

				County: Boulder

				Land status: City of Boulder Open Space & Mountain Parks, (303) 441-3440, www.bouldercolorado.gov

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From US 36 in Boulder, take CO 119 South for 10.4 miles, past the sign for Boulder Falls, to pullout parking on the left side of the road. There is a crosswalk to the north side of the road, but traffic does not stop—or even slow down—so take extreme care crossing the highway to the trailhead (GPS: N40 00.284’ / W105 24.355’).

			The Hike

			Park at the small lot on the side of the road at Boulder Creek and cross the highway to the trailhead. There’s a kiosk with many warnings about the dangers of wet, icy, and falling rocks. “Picture Rock” is also here, a boulder that was moved from the creek bed, and which now provides an unusual backdrop for photo opportunities for visitors to the trailhead. Walk up the road and take the steps down to the Boulder Falls Trail, which will lead you straight to the base of the falls.

			This is a very short hike, but the danger lies in hikers scrambling on loose rocks above—and slick rocks below—the trail. Like many areas prone to accidents in Colorado, Boulder Falls isn’t any more inherently dangerous than most other waterfalls in this book, but because the hike is so short and the falls so accessible, it invites visitors with a wide variety of backcountry experience. Observe the warnings, stay on the trail, and avoid unnecessary accidents.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, across the road from the parking area. Hike west along the road and take the stone steps, on right, down to the creek.

			0.1Arrive at Boulder Falls (GPS: N40 00.335’ / W105 24.399’). Return the way you came.

			0.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				North Boulder Creek wends through a granite-walled gorge and spills its waters at Boulder Falls.

			

		

	
		
			17 “Eldorado Falls”

			West of Eldorado Springs, South Boulder Creek flows from Gross Reservoir, through historic Walker Ranch Park and into Eldorado Canyon. The reservoir’s steady outflux provides a year-round cascade that slips through the canyon, over, under, and between boulders in a tumultuous flourish at “Eldorado Falls.”

		

		
				Start: Ethel Harrold Trailhead for easy hike; Eldorado Canyon Trailhead for moderate hike

				Difficulty: Easy for Walker Ranch Loop Trail; moderate for Eldorado Canyon Trail

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours for easy hike; 4 hours for moderate hike

				Distance: 2.6 mile out and back for easy hike; 6.6 miles out and back for moderate hike

				Elevation trailheads to falls viewpoints: 6,910 feet to 6,460 feet (–450 feet) for easy hike; 6,100 feet to 6,460 feet (+360 feet) for moderate hike

				Trail surface: Gravel road, dirt, and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area at Eldorado Canyon Trailhead and no bicycles on Eldorado Canyon Trail; both trails are for day use only, no camping, no ground fires, no firearms, no motorized vehicles on trail, no glass containers, dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Visitor center at Eldorado Canyon Trailhead; picnic areas, restrooms, trailside benches, and interpretive signs; services in Boulder

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 39 A8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Eldorado Springs

				County: Boulder

				Land status: Eldorado Canyon Trail: Eldorado Canyon State Park, (303) 494-3943, www.parks.state.co.us/Parks/EldoradoCanyon; City of Boulder Open Space & Mountain Parks, (303) 441-3440, www.bouldercolorado.gov

				Walker Ranch Loop: Boulder County Parks & Open Space, (303) 678-6200, www.bouldercountyopenspace.org

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: Walker Ranch Loop Trail, easy hike: From Boulder, take Baseline Road and bear right onto Flagstaff Road. Go 7.0 miles and turn left onto Pika Road, then go 1.1 miles and take a sharp right onto Bison Drive. Continue 0.2 mile to parking at Ethel Harrold Trailhead (GPS: N39 57.335 / W105 19.337).

				Eldorado Canyon Trail, moderate hike: From Boulder, take CO 93 south and go right (west) onto CO 170 to Eldorado Springs Drive. This enters the town of Eldorado Springs and turns into dirt road Artesian Drive at 2.7 miles. Drive another 0.4 mile and bear left onto Kneale Road. Stop at the pay gate to enter Eldorado Canyon State Park, then continue through the canyon 0.7 mile to the end of the road and park at the pullout on the right. There is a visitor center and picnic area on the left side of the road, but you will hike up the (closed to traffic) main road 0.1 mile to Eldorado Canyon Trailhead (GPS: N39 55.859’ / W105 17.641’).

		

		
			The Hike

			There are several ways to reach “Eldorado Falls”; these two are the shortest and the most scenic routes, respectively. Alternatively, each route may be extended to a strenuous hike by continuing on the trail past the falls and incorporating the entire Walker Ranch Loop, for 8- and 14-mile lollipop-loop hikes.

			Easy hike: From the Ethel Harrold Trailhead, the Walker Ranch Loop Trail follows Martin Gulch as a gravel road, descending 450 feet to the junction with Eldorado Canyon Trail. At this junction, bear right toward the creek, cross a bridge, hike up a short rise, and choose your favorite creekside vantage point from which to enjoy the multi-stepped cascade.

			Moderate hike: From the Eldorado Canyon Trailhead, ascend switchbacks along the western flanks of 7,340-foot Shirttail Peak, rising high above North Draw. Eldorado Canyon has hundreds of rock climbing routes, and the trail will take you past cutoffs to a bouldering area at 0.2 mile and Rincon Wall at 0.6 mile. There are wooden and rock steps on the steeper sections, as the trail winds into the forest and through a habitat conservation area, topping out at 2.5 miles with mountaintop views of Indian Peaks Wilderness to the west. Here, the trail drops off to the right (west) and descends quickly to the creek bed. Meet the Walker Ranch Loop at the bottom, go left to the creek, cross the bridge, and go up and over a short rise. Choose a flat stone to sit on and rest for a bit while you enjoy the falls.
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			Miles and Directions

			Easy hike from Ethel Harrold Trailhead

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.2Pass the cutoff to Walker Ranch Loop Trail on right—continue straight on the gravel road.

			1.2Pass the cutoff to Eldorado Canyon Trail on left—continue straight down to creek and across bridge.

			1.3Reach “Eldorado Falls” (GPS: N39 56.457’ / W105 18.964’). Return the way you came.

			2.6Arrive back at the trailhead.

			Moderate hike from Eldorado Canyon Trailhead

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			2.5Reach the high point of the trail. Turn right (west) and descend switchbacks.

			3.2Reach the junction with Walker Ranch Loop and turn left toward the creek. Cross the bridge over South Boulder Creek.

			3.3Reach “Eldorado Falls” (GPS: N39 56.457’ / W105 18.964’). Return the way you came.

			6.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				A year-round cascade slips through the canyon in a tumultuous flourish at “Eldorado Falls.”

			

		

	
		
			18 Bridal Veil Falls (at Idaho Springs)

			Soda Creek slips over a high cliff on the south side of I-70 and flows into Clear Creek. It’s a short hike on a paved trail from downtown Idaho Springs to the historic Charlie Tayler Waterwheel and this long, horsetail waterfall.

		

		
				Start: Harold A. Anderson Park Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.2 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,540 feet to 7,550 feet (+10 feet)

				Trail surface: Paved

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Picnic table at the trailhead; services in Idaho Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 39 C7; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Idaho Springs

				County: Clear Creek

				Land status: City of Idaho Springs, (303) 567-4421, www.idahospringsco.com

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From I-70 West in Idaho Springs, take exit 241A; from I-70 East take exit 240. Continue to downtown Idaho Springs and turn south onto Miner Street and then turn right onto 17th Avenue. Park in a lot near Harold A. Anderson Park, and the trailhead (GPS: N39 44.486’ / W105 30.883’).

			The Hike

			Begin at the corner of the park, near “Old Smoke and Cinders,” a retired narrow gauge railroad train engine that was built by the Rhode Island Locomotive Works in 1886. The paved trail leads south, along Clear Creek and under a bridge and the interstate highway. There are mine shafts visible across the creek, and in minutes you arrive at the falls. A waterwheel sits at the base, a nineteenth-century artifact once used to power a stamp mill, and a plaque at the viewing area states that its builder, gold miner Charlie Tayler, attributed his health to the fact that he “never kissed women or took baths.”
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Follow paved track under bridge, beneath I-70 and along the creek.

			0.1Arrive at Bridal Veil Falls at Idaho Springs (GPS: N39 44.440’ / W105 30.954’). Return the way you came.

			0.2Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			19 Maxwell Falls

			Maxwell Creek slides north through a trailside defile, trembles through boulders in watery segments, and slips over black granite blocks in shimmery sheets at Maxwell Falls. This up-and-down hike between Evergreen and Conifer is a family favorite, and popular with dogs too.

		

		
				Start: Upper Maxwell Falls Trailhead, Lower Maxwell Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy from Upper Maxwell Falls Trailhead; easy/moderate from Lower Maxwell Falls Trailhead

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour from upper trailhead; 3 hours from lower trailhead

				Distance: 1.0 mile out and back from upper trailhead to overlook, 1.2 miles out and back from upper trailhead to overlook and base of falls; 3.6 miles out and back from lower trailhead to overlook, 3.8 miles out and back from lower trailhead to base of falls and overlook

				Elevation trailheads to falls viewpoints: 8,410 feet to 8,260 feet (–150 feet) from upper trailhead to overlook; from 7,780 feet to 8,260 feet (+480 feet) from lower trailhead to overlook

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, pine needles, and duff

				Restrictions: Dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Conifer and Evergreen

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 39 E8; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Meridian Hill, Conifer

				County: Jefferson

				Land status: Arapaho National Forest, (970) 295-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/arp; Clear Creek Ranger District, (303) 567-3000

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: Upper Trailhead: From US 285 North in Conifer, go right toward CR 73, then left onto Pleasant Park Road. Drive 0.2 mile and turn right onto CR 73. Drive 2.9 miles and turn left onto Shadow Mountain Drive / CR 78, then drive 3.0 miles and turn left onto Black Mountain Drive / CR 78. Go 1.0 mile to the trailhead and parking on the left (GPS: N39 33.751’ / W105 22.607’).

				Lower Trailhead: From CO 74 in Evergreen, take CR 73 south for 1.0 mile and turn right onto South Brook Forest Road. Go 3.6 miles to the parking area on the left side of the road. It’s hidden at a bend and very easy to miss (GPS: N39 34.942’ / W105 21.651’).

			The Hike

			From the upper trailhead, it’s a short descent to the falls, with most of the elevation gain on your hike back to the trailhead. You can view the falls creekside, or continue as the trail ascends to a signed overlook, or continue on and descend to the creek for a closer look at the lower leaps of the falls. Do not be tempted to descend directly from the overlook to the lowest leaps or vice-versa, but rather use the trails that are in place.

		

		
			From the lower trailhead, it’s a more serious hike with a lot more elevation gain. Although the net gain from trailhead to falls is just 480 feet, Maxwell Falls Trail rises and falls twice—a couple of hundred feet each time—and you will have to regain the loss on the way out for a total gain of more than 1,000 feet out and back. Plan for a longer hike than you might expect, over such a short distance. Your hike begins in the shade with Maxwell Creek to your right, crosses the creek at 0.75 mile, switches back, and climbs the hillside. You’ll come out of the forest to a flat area with a lot of new pine, and reach a trail junction where you should continue straight and descend the trail. Cross a footbridge and take the left fork alongside the creek, and stay left again at the junction with the Cliff Loop. The trail rises high above the creek, then drops again, and there’s a social trail leading down to the base of the falls. You may have to hike upstream a bit, but there’s a nice flat rock waiting for you and great views of the prettiest leaps. Return to the main trail and hike a bit farther to the signed overlook and a slippery scree trail leading down to the upper leaps. Do not attempt to reach the lower leaps directly from this spot, as the rock slabs are steep and dangerous.
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			Miles and Directions

			Upper Maxwell Falls Trailhead

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Follow trail and gravel road, staying to left of creek.

			0.3Reach trail junction with Cliff Loop—stay straight toward Lower Trailhead and falls.

			0.4Follow creek to top of falls (GPS: N39 34.086’ / W105 22.677’). Ascend scree trail to scenic overlook (signed).

			0.5Arrive at scenic overlook at Maxwell Falls (GPS: N39 34.106’ / W105 22.681’). Return the way you came, or continue on main trail.

			0.6Social trail drops steeply from right of main trail and follows creek to base of falls. Arrive at the base of Maxwell Falls (GPS: N39 34.092’ / W105 22.662’). Return the way you came.

			1.2Arrive back at the trailhead.

			Lower Maxwell Falls Trailhead

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.7Cross the creek and switchback hard to the right, then left as the trail climbs the hillside.

			0.9Trail junction—go straight.

			1.3Cross footbridge over creek and take left fork alongside creek. At the trail junction with Cliff Loop to the right, continue straight along the creek.

			1.7Social trail drops steeply from left of main trail and follows creek to base of falls. Arrive at base of Maxwell Falls (GPS: N39 34.092’ / W105 22.662’). Return to main trail and continue to scenic overlook (signed).

			1.9Arrive at scenic overlook at Maxwell Falls (GPS: N39 34.106’ / W105 22.681’). Return the way you came, or follow scree trail down to top of falls (GPS: N39 34.086’ / W105 22.677’). Return the way you came.

			3.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Maxwell Creek trembles through boulders in shimmery sheets at Maxwell Falls.

			

		

	
		
			20 “Cherry Creek Falls”

			Cherry Creek flows northwest through Castlewood Canyon in the Black Forest region, cutting a wide swath through the gorge. Sheer rim rock draws the eye upward, while the sight and sound of rushing waters falling deeper into the canyon cast the focus below the trail to this scenic cascade.

		

		
				Start: Falls Spur Trailhead for easy hike; Inner Canyon Trailhead for moderate hike

				Difficulty: Easy from Falls Spur Trail; easy/moderate from Inner Canyon Trail

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour from Falls Spur Trail; 3 hours from Inner Canyon Trail

				Distance: 0.4 mile out and back from Falls Spur Trail; 4.0 miles out and back from Inner Canyon Trail

				Elevation trailheads to falls viewpoints: 6,340 feet to 6,300 feet (–40 feet) from Falls Spur Trail; 6,610 feet to 6,300 feet (–310 feet) from Inner Canyon Trail

				Trail surface: Paved, dirt, and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area, and day use only; no camping, no ground fires, no bicycles on trails, and no firearms; pets must be on leash not exceeding 6 feet in length

				Amenities: Visitor center, picnic areas, restrooms; services in Franktown and Castle Rock

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 51 B5; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Castle Rock South, Russellville Gulch

				County: Douglas

				Land status: Castlewood Canyon State Park, (303) 688-5242, www.parks.state.co.us/parks/castlewoodcanyon

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Castle Rock, take exit 184 east to Founders Parkway (CO 86) and drive 4.4 miles, then turn left at the intersection to stay on CO 86.

				West entrance, easy hike: Go 1.6 miles and turn right (south) onto Castlewood Canyon Road. Drive 2 miles on this gravel road to the west entrance of Castlewood Canyon State Park. Pay at the gate and follow signs to the Falls Lot (GPS: N39 20.924 / W104 45.847).

				East (main) entrance, moderate hike: Go 5 miles and turn right (south) onto CO 83. Drive 5 miles and turn right into Castlewood Canyon State Park. Pay at the gate and follow the signs to Canyon Point (GPS: N39 20.016’ / W104 44.653’).

			The Hike

			There are several ways to reach “Cherry Creek Falls”; these two are the shortest and the most scenic routes, respectively.

			From the Falls Lot: Descend the Falls Spur Trail southeast as it follows the creek and view the falls, below and to the left of the trail.

			From the Canyon Point parking area: Take the paved Canyon View Nature Trail to access the Inner Canyon Trailhead. Descend steps and trail and follow the right side of the creek through the canyon on Inner Canyon Trail, crossing a number of bridges before reaching the trail junction with Rim Rock Trail and Creek Bottom Trail. Go left to get on Creek Bottom Trail and cross an open area then descend steps and cross a bridge. Bear right to stay on Creek Bottom Trail, keeping the creek to your right. Pass the Dam Ruins and reach a fence directly above the falls. Continue past this point and look below and behind you, to the right, for the best view of “Cherry Creek Falls.”

		

		
			Castlewood Canyon is a popular rock climbing site, so if you visit in the summer months you may see climbers scaling the conglomerate walls. Keep to the trail though, and out of the brush; there are rattlesnakes here and poison ivy too. If you choose the Inner Canyon Trail hike you will pass by the ruins of the Castlewood Dam, which collapsed in 1933 and caused the second-most-fatal flood in Denver’s history. As a cloudburst poured inches of rain down into Cherry Creek, the man-made dam tumbled, sending roughly a billion gallons of water washing across the plains and into Denver. The flood was reported to have claimed seven lives and caused an estimated one million dollars in damage at the time. There are many trails to enjoy in Castlewood Canyon, including one that takes you on a short side-trip to the Historic Dam Ruins from the Creek Bottom Trail en route to “Cherry Creek Falls.” Grab a map at the gate or the visitor center and choose your adventure.
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			Miles and Directions

			Easy hike from the West Entrance, Falls Spur Trailhead

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.1Pass a switchback on your left—continue straight on the trail.

			0.2Enjoy views of “Cherry Creek Falls” below and to your left (GPS: N39 20.857’ / W104 45.738’). Return the way you came.

			0.4Arrive back at the trailhead.

			Easy/moderate hike from the East Entrance, Inner Canyon Trailhead

			0.0From Canyon Point parking, take the Canyon View Nature Trail.

			0.1Reach Inner Canyon Trailhead. Turn left onto trail.

			0.2Cross first bridge.

			0.9Trail junction with Lake Gulch Trail—stay right to remain on Inner Canyon Trail.

			1.1Trail junction with Rim Rock Trail—go left to get on Creek Bottom Trail.

			1.3Cross last bridge, bear right, and follow trail past Dam Ruins.

			1.9Arrive at the top of “Cherry Creek Falls” (GPS: N39 20.819’ / W104 45.679’). Continue past the falls for a better view.

			2.0Enjoy views of “Cherry Creek Falls” below and to your right (GPS: N39 20.857’ / W104 45.738’). Return the way you came.

			4.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Cherry Creek flows through Castlewood Canyon, cutting a wide swath at “Cherry Creek Falls.”

			

		

	
		
			21 “Tarryall Falls”

			North Tarryall Creek flows from the south banks of 13,000-foot peaks at Boreas Pass, feeding Tarryall Creek and pooling at Tarryall Reservoir. A short and narrow canyon at the southern tip of the reservoir diverts the creek’s path, sending waters in a segmented surge of horsetail leaps at “Tarryall Falls.”

		

		
				Start: Turner Gulch Road parking area for roadside; CR 77 pullout for easy hike

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: Roadside from Turner Gulch Road; 0.4 mile out and back for easy hike

				Elevation trailheads to falls viewpoints: Minimal or none for roadside viewing; 8,900 feet to 8,840 feet (–60 feet) for easy hike

				Trail surface: Dirt, gravel, and rocks

				Restrictions: Hunting or fishing in this area requires a license and habitat stamp, see Colorado Division of Wildlife website for details; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Camping, restrooms, benches, picnic areas and grills at Tarryall Reservoir; services in Florissant, Lake George, and Fairplay

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 49 C6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Farnum Peak

				County: Park

				Land status: Tarryall Reservoir State Wildlife Area, Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, (303) 297-1192, http://wildlife.state.co.us

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Florissant, drive west on US 24 for 5.4 miles and turn right onto CR 77 / Tarryall Road.

				Roadside viewing area: Drive 24.1 miles on CR 77 toward Tarryall Reservoir. Turn left onto unpaved Turner Gulch Road, then immediately turn right into parking area. Falls are directly ahead (GPS: N39 13.335’ / W105 36.237’).

				Easy hike: Drive 24.4 miles on CR 77 (0.3 mile past Turner Gulch Road) to the pullout parking on the left side of the road. Trailhead starts at the roped-off gravel road leading to the reservoir (GPS: N39 13.489’ / W105 36.282’).

			The Hike

			There are two ways to reach “Tarryall Falls,” and they are so short that you may want to try them both.

			Roadside: From the parking area on Turner Gulch Road, enjoy full-frontal views of the falls as they exit a narrow canyon at the southeast end of Tarryall Reservoir.

			Easy hike: From the pullout on CR 77, hike on a gravel road alongside Tarryall Reservoir. This is a popular recreational spot year-round; even in the dead of winter expect to see ice fishermen and -women camped along the banks and on top of the frozen waters. To the northwest, you’ll have views of 13,000-foot summits—from left to right—Hoosier Ridge, Boreas Mountain, Bald Mountain, and Mount Guyot. The road turns to narrow trail and curves into a canyon, then crosses Tarryall Creek on a footbridge. Locate a faint trail on the other side and follow it high above the creek. The trail here is exposed and loose, and not recommended for pets or small children. As you reach the top of the falls, follow an even fainter trail that leads down to the creek and the base of “Tarryall Falls.”
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			Miles and Directions

			Roadside from Turner Gulch

			0.0View “Tarryall Falls” from the parking area, or walk toward the creek for a closer look. Return the way you came.

			Easy hike from pullout on CR 77

			0.0Start hiking at gravel road leading to Tarryall Reservoir.

			0.1Cross footbridge to opposite side of canyon and follow trail downstream, along right side of creek.

			0.2Reach top of falls. Follow faint trail to right down to creek and turn left toward falls.

			Arrive at base of “Tarryall Falls” (GPS: N39 13.377’ / W105 36.271’). Return the way you came.

			0.4Arrive back at trailhead.
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				Tarryall Reservoir provides a segmented surge of horsetail leaps at “Tarryall Falls.”

			

		

	
		
			Colorado Springs Area
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				North Cheyenne Creek emerges in a picture-perfect horsetail spray at Helen Hunt Falls, hike 22.

			

		

	
		
			22 Silver Cascade Trail Waterfalls

			Helen Hunt Falls and Silver Cascade (Spoon) Falls

			Two falls in North Cheyenne Cañon make for a short and scenic outing. At the trailhead, North Cheyenne Creek emerges in a picture-perfect horsetail spray at Helen Hunt Falls, while a trip up the trail takes you to an overlook at Buffalo Creek and the long slide of Silver Cascade Falls.

		

		
				Start: Silver Cascade Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour for both falls

				Distance: Roadside, Helen Hunt Falls only; 0.8 mile out and back for Silver Cascade Falls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: Minimal for Helen Hunt Falls; 7,190 feet to 7,460 feet (+270 feet) for Silver Cascade Falls

				Trail surface: Hard-packed dirt at Helen Hunt Falls; stone steps and gravel to Silver Cascade Falls

				Restrictions: Day use only, no ground fires, no camping, no alcoholic beverages; dogs must be on leash. Silver Cascade Falls feeds the city of Colorado Springs’s drinking water supply and so you should keep yourself and your pets out of the water.

				Amenities: Porta-potties, summertime visitor center, trailside benches, and interpretive signs; services in Colorado Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: North Cheyenne Cañon Park, Colorado Springs Department of Parks & Recreation, (719) 385-5940, www.springsgov.com; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 1.5 miles and turn left onto South 21st Street, which becomes Cresta Road. Drive 3.0 miles and turn right onto Cheyenne Boulevard, then go 1.0 mile and bear right onto North Cheyenne Canyon Road. Drive 2.5 miles to the first major switchback and parking on each side of the road. Helen Hunt Falls is visible from the road, and the trailhead to Silver Cascade Falls is to the right of these falls (GPS: N38 47.326’ / W104 54.176’).

			The Hike

			Helen Hunt Falls is easily visible from the road. There are low stone walls, boulders, and benches for sitting, and a footbridge crossing over the fall enhances the site for picture-taking. The falls are named for writer and Indian rights advocate Helen Hunt Jackson, who was influential in the passing of the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887, our nation’s first attempt at reform in the treatment of Native Americans. Just to the right of the falls is the trailhead that will lead you up to Silver Cascade Falls. You’ll pass numerous cascades along the way, slip-sliding their way over granite slabs, and cross the bridge over Helen Hunt Falls. The trail climbs steeply, switches back to the right, and the falls come into view to the left. You’ll continue up and as the trail levels out through the forest, cross a low footbridge and bear left to the scenic overlook. The city of Colorado Springs and 8,020-foot “Mount Muscoco” lie to the northeast, while Gold Camp Road sits above you. Do not be tempted to climb further, as the rocks here are loose, and can be slick and dangerous. Summertime scramblers and wintertime ice climbers have lost their lives on these crags, and hiking beyond the falls is restricted.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the paved parking lot, and walk about 20 feet to the base of Helen Hunt Falls (GPS: N38 47.332’ / W104 54.197’). Return or continue another 20 feet to the trailhead (GPS: N38 47.334’ / W104 54.189’). Hike up the steps and follow the trail to the overlook.

			0.4Arrive at the top of Silver Cascade Falls (GPS: N38 47.215’ / W104 54.342’). Return the way you came.

			0.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				The long slide of Silver Cascade Falls is visible from the Buffalo Creek overlook.

			

		

	
		
			23 Saint Marys Falls

			Mountain springs from the eastern slopes of 11,499-foot Mount Rosa feed Buffalo Creek, flowing northeast and cutting deep into Buffalo Canyon. The creek sidles up along 9,782-foot Stove Mountain and washes over granite slabs in a gleaming slide at Saint Marys Falls.

		

		
				See map on Hike 22.

				Start: Gold Camp Road Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 6 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,520 feet to 8,870 feet (+1,350 feet)

				Trail surface: Gravel and hard-packed dirt, rock, and timber steps

				Restrictions: Day use only, no ground fires, no camping, no alcoholic beverages; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Colorado Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: North Cheyenne Cañon Park, Colorado Springs Department of Parks & Recreation, (719) 385-5940, www.springsgov.com; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 1.5 miles and turn left onto South 21st Street, which becomes Cresta Road. Drive 3.0 miles and turn right onto Cheyenne Boulevard, then go 1.0 mile and bear right onto North Cheyenne Canyon Road. Drive 3.2 miles and park in the large lot where the paved road ends. The hike starts at a closed gate on the northwest end of the parking lot (GPS: N38 47.449’ / W104 54.253’).

			The Hike

			Follow Gold Camp Road as it crosses North Cheyenne Creek and passes by a collapsed tunnel. Here, the road ends and you’ll ascend a narrow trail that rises to a supreme lookout toward 8,020-foot “Mount Muscoco” and the city beyond. As the trail descends, look for the cutoff to Saint Marys Falls on your right. It’s easy to miss, and if you reach a creek crossing and Gold Camp Road again, you’ve gone too far. At this point you are above Helen Hunt Falls and Silver Cascade, so you may hear voices below. There are many social trails leading down to the creek on the way to Saint Marys Falls, but stick to the main trail as it rises to the southwest, toward Mount Rosa. You’ll reach the falls from the right side, and there are rocks and timbers laid out that criss-cross the base. Enjoy views from the bottom or follow the logs to a higher viewpoint and a memorial to local hiker and climber Eamon Murphy, who spent many days on the trails and the peaks of North Cheyenne Cañon.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the barrier at Gold Camp Road Trailhead, at the northwest end of the parking lot. Hike up the closed road.

			1.2Cut off the main trail to the right at the signed junction for Saint Marys Falls.

			3.0Arrive at the base of Saint Marys Falls (GPS: N38 46.262’ / W104 55.105’). Return the way you came.

			6.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Buffalo Creek washes over granite slabs in a gleaming slide at Saint Marys Falls.

			

		

	
		
			24 “Undine Falls”

			North Cheyenne Creek falls from Stratton Reservoir high on the eastern slopes of 12,367-foot Almagre Mountain and meanders east through North Cheyenne Cañon. The creek, and a lovely slide waterfall over bedrock, can be enjoyed via the popular Seven Bridges Trail.

		

		
				See map on Hike 22.

				Start: Gold Camp Road Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 3.4 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,520 feet to 8,280 feet (+760 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and stone steps

				Restrictions: Day use only, no ground fires, no camping, no alcoholic beverages; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Colorado Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: North Cheyenne Cañon Park, Colorado Springs Department of Parks & Recreation, (719) 385-5940, www.springsgov.com; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400,

			

			
				www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 1.5 miles and turn left onto South 21st Street, which becomes Cresta Road. Drive 3.0 miles and turn right onto Cheyenne Boulevard, then go 1.0 mile and bear right onto North Cheyenne Canyon Road. Drive 3.2 miles and park in the large lot where the paved road ends. The hike starts at a closed gate on the northwest end of the parking lot (GPS: N38 47.449’ / W104 54.253’).

			The Hike

			Follow the gravel Gold Camp road—an old railway bed—across North Cheyenne Creek, then cut off to the right and get onto unsigned Seven Bridges Trail (Trail #622). A sign located shortly up the trail provides distances to several destinations. From here, follow the left side of the creek and cross a total of seven bridges from one side of the creek to the other, slowly ascending through the pine forest and enjoying creek cascades along the way. Just past the seventh bridge, go left to stay alongside the creek, then take a sharp switchback to the right at the sign for Trail #622 and continue your ascent along the south slopes of 9,500-foot Kineo Mountain. “Undine Falls” flows over low-angle slabs to the left of the trail. For a longer outing, continue past the falls for an additional 1.5 miles to a mountain meadow at Jones Park on connecting trail #667, and the historic ruins of Loud’s Cabin located just north of the meadow.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the barrier at Gold Camp Road Trailhead, at the northwest end of the parking lot.

			0.7Cross North Cheyenne Creek and cut off the road to the trail on the right. Pass a sign and follow the creekside trail. Cross the first bridge to right side of creek and bear left as the trail curves past an old sign noting No Motor Vehicles.

			1.6Cross seventh bridge to right side of creek and follow sign for Trail #622.

			1.7View “Undine Falls” to left of trail (GPS: N38 47.206’ / W104 55.632’). Return the way you came.

			3.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				The lovely slide of “Undine Falls” can be enjoyed via the popular Seven Bridges Trail.

			

		

	
		
			25 “Josephine Falls”

			Snowmelt, rainfall, and natural springs feed Bear Creek as it slides across the western slopes of 10,940-foot Mount Garfield. Waters spill through Bear Canyon, tumbling over granite slabs in a combination slide and horsetail fall.

		

		
				See map on Hike 22.

				Start: Bear Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 3.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,130 feet to 8,190 feet (+1,060 feet)

				Trail surface: Gravel and hard-packed dirt

				Restrictions: Day use only, no ground fires, no camping, no motorized vehicles, no alcoholic beverages; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Colorado Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B4 & C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: Bear Creek Cañon Park, Colorado Springs Department of Parks & Recreation, (719) 385-5940, www.springsgov.com; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 1.5 miles and turn left onto South 21st Street, which becomes Cresta Road. Drive 3.0 miles and turn right onto Cheyenne Boulevard, then go 1.0 mile and bear right onto North Cheyenne Canyon Road. Drive 3.2 miles on paved road, then cross a parking area and continue straight onto unpaved and one-way High Drive. Note that High Drive is gated, and closed from Oct through Apr. Travel 2.4 miles and park in a small pullout on the left side of the road at Bear Creek Trailhead (GPS: N38 48.575’ / W104 54.234’).

			The Hike

			The trail starts off fairly level, crosses two low footbridges, and then rises steadily for more than 1,000 feet along the western flanks of 8,380-foot Mount Buckhorn. You’ll enjoy views of crags “Sentinel Rock” and “Specimen Rock” as you hike high above the canyon and creek. Take in the sights and smells of wild daisy, aster, cone flowers, Rocky Mountain maple, Douglas fir, and Engelmann spruce. The falls appear across the canyon as you approach the lookout. There is no safe way to reach the base of “Josephine Falls,” but the view from above is quite splendid. Towering walls and massive chunks of Pikes Peak granite—rosy with feldspar—line the canyon, while the city sprawls below you to the northeast. There are many trails, peaks, and meadows to explore beyond the falls, as Bear Creek Trail ventures west into North Cheyenne Cañon Park.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			1.6Arrive at the overlook for “Josephine Falls” (GPS: N38 47.675’ / W104 54.917’). Return the way you came.

			3.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Waters spill through Bear Canyon and tumble over granite slabs at “Josephine Falls.”
				Photo by Stewart M. Green

			

		

	
		
			26 Seven Falls

			Known as “The Grandest Mile of Scenery in Colorado,” the road to Seven Falls twists through South Cheyenne Cañon and squeezes into narrow passages where crags like the “Pillars of Hercules” rise nearly 1,000 feet from the roadway. The tiered falls here are fed by South Cheyenne Creek, and provide an eye-popping spectacle in seven leaps of plunge, cascade, punchbowl, fan, and horsetail spray for your waterfall-viewing pleasure.

		

		
				See map on Hike 22.

				Start: Seven Falls Parking Area

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: Roadside

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: Minimal to base of falls

				Trail surface: Paved

				Restrictions: Fee area; vehicles only, no hikers or bicyclists admitted; dogs must be on leash; no alcoholic beverages and no picnicking; note there are several roadside picnic areas on the drive through the canyon to Seven Falls

				Amenities: Vault toilets at the lower parking lot only; wheelchair access to all areas except waterfall stairway and hiking trails; snack bar, gift shop, benches, elevator and observation platform, interpretive signs, educational exhibits, self-guided audio tours, seasonal Indian dance performances, services in Colorado Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: Seven Falls Co., (719) 632-0765, www.sevenfalls.com

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 1.5 miles and turn left onto South 21st Street, which becomes Cresta Road. Drive 3.0 miles and turn right onto Cheyenne Boulevard, then go 1.0 mile and bear left at the Starsmore Discovery Center onto South Cheyenne Canyon Road. Drive 1.1 miles to the pay gate and lower parking area (GPS: N38 47.015’ / W104 52.651’).

			The Hike

			Seven Falls is located on private property and you will pay to get in, so take advantage of all the amenities here and get your money’s worth. Start at the base, then climb the 224 steps that rise for 181 feet to the top of the falls, enjoying views of each of the seven distinct waterfall leaps and resting at several platforms along the way. For more adventure, choose one or both of two trails at the top of the stairs that will lead you to a small cascade—a bonus fall—known as “Midnight Falls,” or Inspiration Point, with views of the city below. The hikes are short, open seasonally, and each takes about an hour to complete, round-trip. Descend the staircase and take the elevator to another viewing platform, “Eagle’s Nest.” You can go back down the elevator, or take a 185-step staircase down. Portions of the falls are also visible—for free and from a distance—from the Mount Cutler Trail. To reach the trailhead, bear right instead of left at the Starsmore Center and drive 1.5 miles to a pullout on the left side of the road. Hike about a mile up the trail to view the falls, in the canyon below and to the south.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the lower parking lot. You can park higher up the road if you like, or just hike it.

			0.2Arrive at the base of Seven Falls (GPS: N38 46.885’ / W104 52.801’). Return the way you came. Alternatively, you can climb the 224 steps to the top of the falls.

			0.4Arrive back at the lower parking lot.
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				South Cheyenne Creek provides a spectacle in seven leaps at Seven Falls.

			

		

	
		
			27 “Intemann Falls”

			This ephemeral slide fall is situated off the main trail in a dark and quiet hideaway, offering a peaceful respite from the busy maze of trails at Section 16. Fed by an unnamed source from the northeast, even at its thinnest “Intemann Falls” is worth a visit.

		

		
				See map on Hike 22.

				Start: Section 16 Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 2.4 miles lollipop-loop

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 6,610 feet to 6,900 feet (+290 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt

				Restrictions: Dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Colorado Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: Manitou Section 16 Open Space, Colorado Springs Department of Parks & Recreation, (719) 385-5940, www.springsgov.com; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 1.5 miles and turn left onto South 21st Street. Drive 0.8 mile and turn right onto Lower Gold Camp Road and go 1.1 miles, then continue straight 0.9 mile on Gold Camp Road to pullout parking on the right at the trailhead, or overflow parking 0.1 more mile ahead on the left (GPS: N38 49.372’ / W104 53.422’).

			The Hike

			This trailhead sees a high volume of foot and paw traffic year-round, providing access to Section 16 (Palmer Loop) Trail and numerous offshoots of the Ring the Peak trail system. The hike starts through dense brush, thick with gambel oak, prickly pear, and yucca, but after a short time rises high enough for views of sandstone slabs at Red Rock Canyon Open Space and the city of Colorado Springs. You’ll leave the busy trail after 1 mile though, and descend to a shady spot at the base of a mossy slab with a large tree trunk laid out for your sitting pleasure. The falls are seldom in, and usually thin, but the setting is lovely.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.8Pass the first junction with Paul Intemann Nature Trail on your right—this is where you’ll exit the loop on the way back.

			1.0Leave Section 16 / Palmer Loop Trail and take Paul Intemann Nature Trail on right. There is a stake in the ground here and a small sign for the falls. Descend the trail, then cut off to the left—also signed for falls.

			1.1Arrive at the base of “Intemann Falls” (GPS: N38 49.897’ / W104 53.795’). Return to the last cutoff but turn left to continue along the loop. Pass signed trail junction and continue straight (right).

			1.6Reach Section 16 Trail and turn left toward trailhead.

			2.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				This ephemeral “Intemann Falls” is situated off the trail in a dark and quiet hideaway.

			

		

	
		
			28 Dorothy Falls

			East of the Rampart Range, Camp Creek flows southeast from Palmer Reservoir into Queens Canyon. Cool waters settle into punchbowls, slide over a ledge in twin ribbons, and pool in a natural amphitheater at Dorothy Falls. The creek continues through the canyon in a meandering path sprinkled with blocks of pink granite, toward the trailhead at Glen Eyrie.

		

		
				Start: Dorothy Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour

				Distance: 1.6 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 6,510 feet to 6,830 feet (+320 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks, many creek crossings

				Restrictions: Available by reservation only Mon through Thurs, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.; register online and bring confirmation and ID with you the day of the hike; no camping or campfires, no alcohol or drugs; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Bookstore, coffee shop, and restrooms at the Carriage House

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Cascade

				County: El Paso

				Land status: Glen Eyrie Christian Camps and Conferences, (719) 634-0808, www.gleneyrie.org/hiking; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take exit 146 to Garden of the Gods Road and go west (toward the mountains). Drive 2.3 miles and turn left onto North 30th Street, then drive 0.4 mile and turn right into The Navigators. Follow the road to the left, stop at the gate to show your reservation and ID, and continue to the overflow parking area. There is a kiosk at the trailhead (GPS: N38 53.564’ / W104 53.2’).

			The Hike

			Dorothy Falls is located in the Pike National Forest, but the trailhead lies on private property. You will need to make reservations, but there is no fee. The trail begins on a road, then crosses the creek on footbridges five times in the first 0.4 mile. Continue into the canyon, crossing the creek numerous times on rocks and logs. Trekking poles are very useful on this hike, as the terrain is lumpy, bumpy, and splendidly wild. Follow the creek to the falls. To view the punchbowls above the falls, hike up a faint, steep, and extremely loose trail located to the right of the amphitheater. Pass through a saddle and drop down onto the other side, then follow the right side of the creek. The waters here have pooled into punchbowls, and at 1.2 miles the canyon narrows into a steep-sided slot that is impassable. Glen Eyrie was originally the estate of William Jackson Palmer, founder of Colorado Springs. Queens Canyon was named after his wife, Mary “Queen” Lincoln Mellen, and Dorothy Falls was named for one of the couple’s three daughters. Today, the site is owned by Christian ministry “The Navigators” and serves as a religious retreat. There are numerous scenic trails on the property, so you may want to download a map from their website, choose your hikes, and make the most of your reservation.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.8Arrive at the base of Dorothy Falls (GPS: N38 53.911’ / W104 53.71’). Return the way you came. Alternatively, continue up the trail to the top of the falls, punchbowls, and a short hike deeper into the canyon.

			1.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Cool waters settle into punchbowls and slide over a ledge at Dorothy Falls.

			

		

	
		
			29 “Williams Canyon Falls”

			Williams Canyon Creek flows south from the Rampart Range and trickles into Williams Canyon as tiered falls and punchbowls. The waterfalls here are ephemeral, and some days may appear as no more than mere stains on the rock, but the hike through this limestone canyon—lined with dark caves and towering buttresses—is simply enchanting.

		

		
				See map on Hike 28.

				Start: Old Cave of the Winds exit

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 2.4 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 6,245 feet to 6,925 feet (+680 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock

				Restrictions: First section of trail is on private property; sign a 1-year waiver at the front desk at Cave of the Winds for access; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Manitou Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B4; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Manitou Springs, Cascade

				County: El Paso

				Land status: Cave of the Winds, (719) 685-5444, www.caveofthewinds.com; Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 4.0 miles and exit onto US 24 BUS W / Manitou Avenue. Drive 1.3 miles and bear right onto Canon Avenue, then go 0.6 mile and turn left onto Glenn Road and park at a pullout on the right side of the road, under a bridge. From the pullout, walk up the road to the trailhead at the old Cave of the Winds exit (GPS: N38 51.941’ / W104 55.071’).

			The Hike

			Begin at the gate for the old Cave of the Winds exit, passing under the sign and around the gate. The gravel road soon turns to trail, and at about half a mile in you may hear music and the voices of tourists high above you and to the northwest, at Cave of the Winds. As the main trail switches back to the left, leave it and get on the narrow trail that leads into the canyon. If the falls are in, you will soon see them to the left, across the canyon. Continue your climb, over scree and slabby rock, as the trail cuts to the left and rises to the top of the falls. Looking down, you’ll see some punchbowls filled with water from the creek, raindrops, and snowmelt. The Williams Canyon Trail continues past the falls, and at about 2.5 miles you can bear left to join the Waldo Canyon Trail, or right to hike up to Rampart Range Road. Much of this area was closed after the Waldo Canyon Fire of 2012, so stay out of closed areas to allow for reforestation. Choose your turnaround point.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the old Cave of the Winds exit.

			0.9Leave main trail at switchback and get on the narrow trail that goes straight into the canyon.

			1.1If the falls are in you will see them across the canyon to your left.

			1.2Arrive at the top of “Williams Canyon Falls” (GPS: N38 52.690’ / W104 55.224’). Return the way you came.

			2.4Arrive back at the pullout.
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				Williams Canyon is lined with dark caves and towering rock formations.

			

		

	
		
			30 Rainbow Falls

			Fountain Creek runs from Woodland Park, and follows US 24 past Waldo Canyon. At Manitou Springs, the creek freefalls in a dramatic plunge over red rocks, then settles back into its long journey south, to Pueblo and the Arkansas River.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 28.

				Start: Rainbow Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.2 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 6,480 feet to 6,520 feet (+40 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock

				Restrictions: Day use only; no camping, no alcohol, no glass containers, no swimming, no skating, no fishing, no firearms, no fireworks, no geocaching, no motorized vehicles beyond the parking area, and no overnight parking; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Creekside picnic table; services in Manitou Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Manitou Springs

				County: El Paso

				Land status: El Paso County Parks, (719) 520-7529, www.elpasoco.com/Parks

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 5.5 miles and turn left at the light (directly across from Cave of the Winds) onto Serpentine Drive. Travel 0.3 mile and park on the right side of the road at the first major switchback. The trailhead is at the gate at the end of the parking lot (GPS: N38 52.112’ / W104 55.466’).

			The Hike

			The trail follows the right side of Fountain Creek, past a small cascade, to a bridge and US 24 above. The waterfall is on the other side of the creek and bridge. This is a very short hike to an impressive fall; unfortunately, the area has been heavily defaced. Graffiti covers the bridge—and even the rocks—alongside the creek, and discarded trash lies about the ground. El Paso County purchased the property in 2010 for $10, and plans to remove the graffiti and develop a community recreation area at Rainbow Falls. Visitors should tread lightly here, and pack out all trash and pet excrement.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, at the far end of the parking area.

			0.1Arrive at the base of Rainbow Falls (GPS: N38 52.207’ / W104 55.551’). Return the way you came.

			0.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Fountain Creek freefalls in a dramatic plunge over red rocks at Rainbow Falls.

			

		

	
		
			31 Green Mountain Falls Waterfalls

			Crystal Falls and Catamount Falls

			Situated just north of 14,110-foot Pikes Peak, the town of Green Mountain Falls bills itself as “The Gem of the Rockies.” Here, three reservoirs—North and South Catamount Reservoirs and Crystal Creek Reservoir—flow northeast to feed Catamount and Crystal Creeks, respectively, and provide two tumbling cascades and horsetail sprays along the Thomas Trail.

		

		
				Start: Unnamed trailhead in downtown Green Mountain Falls and Thomas Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy for Crystal Falls; easy for Catamount Falls

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour for Crystal Falls; 2 hours for Catamount Falls

				Distance: 1.0 mile out and back for Crystal Falls; 2.8-mile loop for Catamount Falls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 7,720 feet to 7,950 feet (+230 feet) for Crystal Falls; to 8,280 feet (+560 feet) for Catamount Falls

				Trail surface: Paved, dirt, and rock

				Restrictions: No fires, no smoking, no camping, and no shooting

				Amenities: Restrooms and restaurants at the trailhead; services in Green Mountain Falls

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 A3; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Woodland Park

				County: El Paso (Crystal Falls) and Teller (Catamount Falls)

				Land status: Green Mountain Falls Forest Parkland, (719) 684-9414, www.gmfco.us

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Cimarron Street exit 141 and go west on US 24. Drive 13.6 miles and turn left at the second exit for Green Mountain Falls / Chipeta Park. Take Green Mountain Falls Road (which turns into Ute Pass Avenue) for 0.7 mile and turn left on Lake Street. Park in the public parking lot. The trailhead is located at the edge of the parking lot, on the corner of Ute Pass Avenue and Lake Street (GPS: N38 56.032’ / W105 0.891’).

			The Hike

			There is no parking at Thomas Trailhead, so this hike begins at an unnamed trailhead in downtown Green Mountain Falls, at Gazebo Lake. There is plenty of public parking here and restaurants too, so you’ll have a convenient place to refuel after your hike. Take the path along the right side of the lake and cross Ute Pass Avenue, then walk up Hotel Road to a Y and bear left onto Park Avenue (ignore the first, wooden sign for Park Avenue), and turn right up unpaved Boulder Street. The trail starts at the end of the road, and the base of Crystal Falls is just a few steps straight ahead. Return to the main trail and turn left to go up for views of the higher and more dramatic leap of the falls. There is a good viewing area just to the left of the trail here, and you’ll want to stop to admire the waters as they spill through boulders and over ledges, cascading into the creek below. You can turn around at this point, or continue on the main trail to Catamount Falls.

		

		
			The hike climbs steeply, as it parallels Green Mountain Falls and the Rampart Range to the northeast. Look for yellow markers throughout your hike, leading the way along Thomas Trail. As you reach the Thomas Trail Memorial, you’ll hear the sound of the falls ahead, and they’ll soon come into view. Hike to the upper falls for a closer look, then down to the base. Look for yellow markers again, showing you the path of rocks and logs across the creek, where you’ll rejoin the trail on the other side. Follow it down to the Catamount Trailhead, where another, bonus waterfall may be viewed from the small bridge here. Turn left and make your way down the dirt road to Belvidere Avenue, which you will follow to Ute Pass Avenue and the trailhead. You can do this loop hike in the opposite direction, or do the falls as separate out-and-back hikes, but the clockwise loop path is the preferred route.

			For a longer outing, leave the Thomas Trail just after you cross Catamount Creek below Catamount Falls, and turn left at the blue marker for Catamount Trail. Hike for about a mile and a half, over a high ridge, across a scenic area known as Garden of Eden, and on to South Catamount Reservoir. This variation will more than double the length of your hike!
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead at the corner of Ute Pass Avenue and Lake Street. Hike along the right side of Gazebo Lake. Cross Ute Pass Avenue and walk up Hotel Road, which turns into Park Avenue.

			0.2Bear left at the Y to stay on Park Avenue.

			0.3Turn right onto unpaved Boulder Street.

			0.4End of road—turn left onto trail and straight to creek.

			0.5Reach Lower Crystal Falls (GPS: N38 55.788’ / W105 01.028’). Backtrack to yellow marker at Thomas Trailhead, turn left, and hike up Thomas Trail along the right side of the creek.

			0.6View Upper Crystal Falls (GPS: N38 55.762’ / W105 01.033’). Continue up switchbacks then northwest, following yellow markers on Thomas Trail.

			1.3Reach the Thomas Trail Memorial. Falls are audible and will soon come into view.

			1.4Cut off the trail to the left and arrive at Catamount Falls (GPS: N38 55.980’ / W105 01.818’). Return to the main trail and hike down along the creek. Locate yellow markers, cross creek, and pick up the trail on the other side.

			1.5Reach trail junction where Catamount Trail goes left—go right to stay on Thomas Trail.

			1.6Trail meets road at Catamount Trailhead. View falls to your right, and go left down dirt road.

			1.8Go around gate and turn right onto Belvidere Avenue.

			2.6Turn right and cross Ute Pass Avenue.

			2.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Crystal Creek Reservoir provides a tumbling cascade in Green Mountain Falls.
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				Two reservoirs feed Catamount Falls at Green Mountain Falls, “The Gem of the Rockies.”

			

		

	
		
			32 “Harvey Carter Falls”

			Rainfall and snowmelt travel north from 12,527-foot Sentinel Point and flow into Putney Gulch. At “Harvey Carter Falls,” the waters cascade through the forest in dual tributaries, then spill more than 100 feet in a multi-stepped slide over granite slabs.

		

		
				Start: Putney Gulch Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: from 10,220 feet to 10,260 feet (+40 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt, duff, and scree

				Restrictions: No motor vehicles on trail; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; vault toilets at the Crags Campground and Trailhead located 0.7 mile before trailhead; services in Divide

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B2; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Cripple Creek North, Pikes Peak

				County: Teller

				Land status: Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Divide, turn south onto CO 67 and drive 4.2 miles. Just past Mueller State Park, turn left onto unpaved FR 383 and follow signs for the Crags Campground. Drive 3.8 miles on FR 383 past the Mennonite Camp and the Crags Campground to parking at the end of the forest road. The trailhead is located in the WSW corner of the parking area (GPS: N38 51.853’ / W105 07.428’).

			The Hike

			This hike is on a section of the Ring the Peak Trail, a 57-mile under-construction system of trails that circumnavigates Pikes Peak. From the trailhead, follow the green trail markers that denote a counterclockwise direction on the Ring the Peak trail system. There are many campsites and social trails along the way, so take care to watch for these markers and stay on the right path. After reaching a hard switchback to the left near the high point of the trail, the route flattens out then drops rapidly. To the south-southeast, Sentinel Point comes into view, and soon after you’ll cross an aspen grove and enter a flat, open area. There are two more hard switchbacks—right and then left—and you’ll cross two small creeks on logs and rocks, as the trail again begins to ascend through the forest. At the next hard switchback to the right, stop and listen for the falls. Leave the main trail here, for a wide path straight ahead—on the left side of the trail—that leads to the base of the waterfall. If conditions allow, you may hike up the left or the right side of the falls, then return to the base or cross the creek at the top and come down the other side. The top of the slide section of the fall is about 0.1 mile away and 110 feet up from the base, and the very top of the falls is about 0.2 mile away and 150 feet up from the base. The social trails here are steep and loose, and some sections are pine needles on granite slabs, so use extreme care. Stay off the slabs of the fall itself; even when dry they are very slick and a fall here would be fatal. If you are traveling with children or pets, enjoy the falls from the base. Return the way you came, following the brown trail markers that denote a clockwise direction on the Ring the Peak trail system.

		

		
			The distance and net elevation gain for this hike disguise its difficulty. Note that the trail rises steadily more than 300 feet from the trailhead, then drops more than 350 feet before rising again about 100 feet. Although the difference in net elevation is only 40 feet between the trailhead and the falls, you will climb nearly 800 feet on your round-trip hike, and another 150 feet if you choose to make your way up to the top. The falls here are named for local climbing legend Harvey T. Carter, who made his home nearby and is credited with more than 5,000 rock climbing first ascents.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.4Trail junction—go right to stay on the Ring the Peak trail system.

			1.4Reach the first creek crossing, on logs.

			1.8Reach the second creek crossing, on rocks.

			1.9Trail switches back hard to the right. Leave the main trail for a wide trail that continues straight ahead. You can hear the falls at this point.

			2.0Reach the base of “Harvey Carter Falls” (GPS: N38 51.159’ / W105 07.058’). Return the way you came.

			4.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Waters spill in a multi-stepped slide over granite slabs at “Harvey Carter Falls.”

			

		

	
		
			33 Horsethief Falls

			This slippery slide fall is nestled in the shade among tall pine trees just west of Pikes Peak. As a primary destination—or a side trip on your way to Pancake Rocks—Horsethief Falls may provide you with the most peaceful moments of your hike on this popular trail.

		

		
				Start: Horsethief Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 2.8 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,670 feet to 10,250 feet (+580 feet)

				Trail surface: Hard-packed dirt

				Restrictions: Dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Divide and Cripple Creek

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 62 B2; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Cripple Creek North, Pikes Peak

				County: Teller

				Land status: Pike National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Pikes Peak Ranger District, (719) 636-1602

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Divide, turn south onto CO 67 (toward Mueller State Park) and drive 9.3 miles. Watch for an old railroad tunnel on the left side of the road. Just past this tunnel the road curves to the left and there is a paved parking lot and trailhead on the left side of the road (GPS: N38 50.054’ / W105 08.240’).

			The Hike

			The hike starts to the right of the abandoned tunnel exit point, up a short steep slope. Climb the well-worn trail as it switches back southeast and then north before settling in an easterly direction. Hike steadily uphill, passing a junction on your left for the Ring the Peak Trail. As the trail levels out, enjoy views of Sentinel Point to the northeast. Pass Horsethief Park to your left and the junction for Pancake Rocks to your right. Cross the creek at its shallowest point and hike up to the base of the falls. For a longer day out, take the Ring the Peak Trail north through Horsethief Park and on to Putney Gulch, or hike up the Pancake Rocks Trail south to the odd and airy rock formations at Pancake Rocks.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.7Reach Ring the Peak trail junction on left—go straight.

			0.9Reach Pancake Rocks trail junction on right—go straight.

			1.3Cross to the left side of the creek.

			1.4Arrive at the base of Horsethief Falls (GPS: N38 50.030’ / W105 06.996’). Return the way you came.

			2.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Horsethief Falls may provide you with a rare, peaceful moment on the popular Horsethief Trail.

			

		

	
		
			34 “Guffey Falls”

			This two-tiered display falls gently through a slotted crevice amid granite blocks, spilling its waters into a round and placid punchbowl in Paradise Cove. Tucked just off the road in Guffey Gorge and fed by West Fourmile Creek, “Guffey Falls” is a diminutive treasure in a magical setting.

		

		
				Start: Guffey Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.8 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,190 feet to 8,090 feet (–100 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Day use only and no glass bottles allowed

				Amenities: Services in Guffey and Florissant

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 61 C8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Wrights Reservoir

				County: Park

				Land status: Bureau of Land Management–Royal Gorge Field Office, (719) 269-8500, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo.html

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: In Florissant, turn south onto CR 1 (toward Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument) and travel 9.2 miles then turn right onto CR 11. Take CR 11 for 4.1 miles and turn right at the T intersection onto CR 112. Take CR 112 for 2.7 miles and park in the gravel lot on the left side of the road. Carefully cross the road to the unmarked trailhead (GPS: N38 46.127’ / W105 20.181’).

			The Hike

			Follow the trail north over a low rise and down a few short switchbacks. Go through the gate and close it behind you. Cross West Fourmile Creek three times, first on boulders, then on a small bridge, and then on boulders again as you enter Guffey Gorge. Hike uphill to the trail’s high point before dropping down some steep, loose switchbacks. The falls and swimming hole will appear in a cove to your right. Continue just past the falls and look back into the rocky crevice to view the higher of the two tiers that make up this fall.

			“Guffey Falls” is popular with cliff divers, but this activity can be dangerous due to shallow waters and rock outcroppings and is not recommended. Instead, opt for a fun and safe day; pack some snacks, a suit, and water shoes and enjoy the cool waters and even cooler scenery. You can venture deeper into the canyon as well, but for just a while, as the trail is soon lost in a boulder field.

		

		
			[image: 353540.jpg]
		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, located across the street from the parking area.

			0.4Arrive at the base of “Guffey Falls” (GPS: N38 46.316’ / W105 20.03’). Return the way you came.

			0.8Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			Central Colorado
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				Agnes Vaille Falls bounces off pink granite in a dramatic horsetail spray, hike 35.

			

		

	
		
			35 Agnes Vaille Falls

			Cascade Canyon Creek sweeps down from rocky crags and bounces off pink granite in a dramatic horsetail spray before settling into a creek bed cascade. Wedged in Cascade Canyon between 14,197-foot Mount Princeton to the north and 14,269-foot Mount Antero to the south, Agnes Vaille Falls holds its own.

		

		
				Start: Agnes Vaille Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour

				Distance: 1.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,750 feet to 9,150 feet (+400 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No motorized vehicles allowed on the trail; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Interpretive signs and trailside benches; some services at Mount Princeton Hot Springs and full services in Johnson Village, Buena Vista, and Salida

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 59 C8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Mount Antero

				County: Chaffee

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Salida Ranger District, (719) 539-3591

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From the intersection of US 24 and US 285 in Johnson Village, take US 285 south toward Nathrop for 5.4 miles and turn right (west) onto CR 162. Drive 8.7 miles to the trailhead sign and parking on the right. The trailhead is at the northwest edge of the lot (GPS: N38 42.831’ / W106 13.971’).

			The Hike

			Follow the Agnes Vaille Trail north as it climbs gently through the forest and into the canyon. Take time to read the interpretive signs along the trail, detailing the lives of falls namesake Agnes Vaille, and Mount Antero namesake Uintah Ute Chief Antero. To the south, enjoy views of sprawling Mount Antero; popular with rock hounds for its deposits of aquamarine and other gemstones, the peak is known as “the highest gem field in North America.” Pass two benches to your right, then follow the trail as it leaves the creek and turns left into the trees. Emerge from the trees and follow the creek to the base of the falls. Carefully make your way up social trails and over boulders for a closer look, taking care to avoid falling, wet, or icy rocks.

			The falls are named for Colorado mountaineer Agnes Vaille, who died on Longs Peak in 1925. Vaille and her climbing partner, Walter Kiener, had just completed the first successful winter ascent of the East Face of the peak and were descending the North Face when a storm moved in and she fell. During the rescue attempt, Keiner suffered serious injuries due to frostbite, and another man, Herbert Sortland, lost his life; Vaille died of exposure. A stone structure was built near the site to provide shelter to future mountaineers caught up in sudden storms on Longs Peak.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.6Arrive at the base of Agnes Vaille Falls (GPS: N38 43.219’ / W106 14.084’). Return the way you came.

			1.2Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			36 Cascade Falls (at Chalk Creek Canyon)

			Chalk Creek meanders west to east for more than 27 miles from the Continental Divide to the Arkansas River, passing through Chalk Creek Canyon. White kaolinite cliffs grace the canyon’s east entrance, remnants of the hot springs that pervade this area. The creek pauses just once, at Cascade Falls, tumbling its waters over granite blocks in a roadside cascade.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 35.

				Start: Cascade Falls Viewpoint

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: Roadside

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: Minimal; falls are just below the road

				Trail surface: Dirt

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Some services at Mount Princeton Hot Springs; full services in Johnson Village, Buena Vista, and Salida

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 59 C8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Mount Antero

				County: Chaffee

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Salida Ranger District, (719) 539-3591

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From the intersection of US 24 and US 285 in Johnson Village, take US 285 south toward Nathrop for 5.4 miles and turn right (west) onto CR 162. Drive 9.2 miles to a pullout on the right side of the road, and a sign that says Cascade Falls Viewpoint (GPS: N38 42.57’ / W106 14.416’).

			The Hike

			Enjoy the falls from the roadside, or make your way down a short social trail to the creek bed for a closer look. Take in the sights and smells of the aspens, firs, and junipers that line the banks, as you are treated to mountain views to the west from your vantage point alongside bubbling and gurgling Cascade Falls.

			A visit to Cascade Falls might be prefaced with a hike to nearby Agnes Vaille Falls, and followed by a tour of St. Elmo—one of the best-preserved ghost towns in Colorado—then topped off with a soak or a swim at Mount Princeton Hot Springs. All are located along a 16-mile stretch of Chaffee County Road 162 in Nathrop.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at Cascade Falls Viewpoint, and enjoy the falls from above or below the road (GPS: N38 42.573’ / W106 14.418’).

		

	
		
			37 “Browns Creek Falls”

			Dazzling waters shimmer and splash in a multi-stepped curtain of liquid brilliance, while shallow pools—waterfall-fed, yet calm and soothing—tempt the forest bather. Browns Creek flows east through the mighty Sawatch Mountain Range and provides a hidden treasure in this secluded spot just off the trail at “Browns Creek Falls.”

		

		
				Start: Browns Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 5.8 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,980 feet to 9,830 feet (+850 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No overnight camping or campfires at the trailhead; no motorized vehicles allowed on the trail; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Vault toilets at the trailhead; services in Johnson Village, Buena Vista, and Salida

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 60 D1; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Mount Antero

				County: Chaffee

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Salida Ranger District, (719) 539-3591

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From the intersection of US 24 and US 285 in Johnson Village, take US 285 south toward Nathrop for 8.6 miles and turn right (west) onto CR 270. At 1.5 miles the paved road turns to gravel and you will continue straight to get onto CR 272. Go 2 more miles and bear left to stay on CR 272. Continue 1.6 miles to Browns Creek Trailhead (GPS: N38 40.33’ / W106 9.717’).

			The Hike

			From the trailhead, hike past a large sign with a map and directions for Browns Creek Loop, Fourmile Creek Loop, and Mount Antero. Bear right to stay on the nice trail and avoid the rocky section on the left—both join up ahead at the gate. Reach the gate and close it behind you. Little Browns Creek runs below you to the left now, but the trail leaves the creek at the first switchback and climbs up. Hike along a ridge then drop down and listen for Browns Creek to reappear to your left. The trail narrows and soon joins the famous Colorado Trail, which runs for 486 miles from Denver to Durango. In the open, enjoy views of 13,604-foot Jones Peak.

			Enter the forest and cross a small wooden bridge, then reach another trail junction with the Colorado Trail, Fourmile Creek, and Wagon Loop Trail. Continue straight on Browns Creek Trail and a national forest register on your left. Cross a log bridge, leave the creek, and travel through the forest on a wide, level path. Pass through the remains of a gate, then cross a meadow and another log bridge. The trail narrows further as you reach the widest creek crossing. This one is about 25 feet across, and there is no reliable bridge. Use rocks to cross, or put on your water shoes. Cross the last bridge and look for a cairn in the middle of the trail with a sign for the falls. Turn left onto this adjoining social trail and hike up to the falls.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			1.4Trail junction with Colorado Trail—go straight to stay on Browns Creek Trail.

			1.6Trail junction—bear right (straight) to stay on Browns Creek Trail.

			2.8Reach a small cairn and a sign for the falls in the middle of the trail. Turn left and leave the main trail.

			2.9Arrive at the base of “Browns Creek Falls” (GPS: N38 39.045’ / W106 11.544’). Return the way you came.

			5.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Dazzling waters shimmer and splash in a curtain of liquid brilliance at “Browns Creek Falls.”

			

		

	
		
			38 Snyder Falls

			Independence Pass is the highest paved crossing of the Continental Divide in the nation, traversed via CO 82. Lake Creek runs south of the pass, carves a channel through sandstone, and drives its waters over a short cliff and into a punchbowl 12 miles to the east of the pass, at Snyder Falls.

		

		
				Start: Unnamed pullout on the south side of CO 82

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.8 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,815 feet to 9,765 feet (–50 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Buena Vista and Leadville

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 47 E7; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Mount Elbert

				County: Lake

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Leadville Ranger District, (719) 486-0749

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Leadville, take US 24 East for 14.3 miles and turn right (west) onto CO 82 West. Or, from Buena Vista, take US 24 West for 19.2 miles and turn left (west) onto CO 82 West. Drive 11.5 miles and park at a pullout on the left side of the road, at the trailhead (GPS: N39 4.249’ / W106 26.989’).

			The Hike

			Hike down the trail and bear left, and continue along a faint and overgrown trail with the creek to your right. Continue downstream to the falls. They were clogged with deadfall in 2012, but may be clear now. On your return, don’t be tempted to follow social trails that lead straight up to the road—and another, smaller turnout 0.4 mile east of where you parked—or you may end up waist-deep in marshes and beaver ponds.

		

		
			[image: 354662.jpg]
		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.4Arrive at Snyder Falls (GPS: N39 4.174’ / W106 26.67’). Return the way you came.

			0.8Arrive back at trailhead.
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				Lake Creek carves a channel through sandstone at Snyder Falls. Photo by Stewart M. Green.

			

		

	
		
			39 “La Plata Falls”

			Fifteen peaks above 14,000 feet dot the Sawatch Range, the most “14er-rich” mountain range in the state. The trail to one of these peaks—14,336-foot La Plata Peak—crosses South Fork Lake Creek, and provides splendid views of a lovely, twisting fan at “La Plata Falls.”

		

			
				See the map on Hike 38.

				Start: La Plata Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.8 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 10,150 feet to 10,130 feet (–20 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Trail crosses private property—remain on trail; do not drink even filtered or treated water from South Fork Creek, as it is “heavily mineralized” and non-potable

				Amenities: Services in Aspen, Leadville, and Buena Vista

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 47 E6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Independence Pass

				County: Lake

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; Leadville Ranger District, (719) 486-0749

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Leadville, take US 24 East for 14.3 miles and turn right (west) onto CO 82 West. Or, from Buena Vista, take US 24 West for 19.2 miles and turn left (west) onto CO 82 West. Drive 14.6 miles to parking on the left side of the road, at the trailhead (GPS: N39 4.068’ / W106 30.298’).

			The Hike

			The La Plata Trail is popular with hikers and climbers heading to the summit of La Plata Peak, so expect a full parking lot during the busy, summer season. Hike south on FSR 391 (South Fork Lake Creek Road) and pause at the bridge for views of the Collegiate Peaks Wilderness, Ellingwood Ridge, and La Plata Peak, to the southeast. After another quarter of a mile, leave the gravel road and get on a trail to the left that takes you into the forest and past cabin ruins. “La Plata Falls” is visible to the right of the footbridge, squeezing around an angular block, twisting into a fan spray, and splashing into a sandstone punchbowl below the bridge.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, hike up the road, and cross the bridge over South Fork Lake Creek.

			0.3Trail junction—turn left to leave the gravel road and get onto the trail.

			0.4Arrive at the footbridge with “La Plata Falls” to your right (GPS: N39 3.793’ / W106 30.182’). Return the way you came.

			0.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				A bridge over South Fork Lake Creek provides splendid views of twisting “La Plata Falls.”
				Photo by Stewart M. Green.

			

		

	
		
			40 Continental Falls

			On the eastern slopes of the Mosquito Range, Mohawk Lakes fuel Spruce Creek and tumble down a series of marble steps in brilliant tiers at Continental Falls. This airy, sunlit site affords stunning views to the south of 13,822-foot Mount Silverheels.

		

		
				Start: Spruce Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 5.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 10,380 feet to 11,450 feet (+1,070 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, and duff

				Restrictions: Trail closed to motorized vehicles; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Services in Breckenridge, Alma, and Fairplay

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 48 A2; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Breckenridge

				County: Summit

				Land status: Arapaho National Forest, (970) 295-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/arp; Dillon Ranger District, (970) 468-5400

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Fairplay, drive north on CO 9 for 19.3 miles and turn left onto unpaved Spruce Creek Road. From Breckenridge, drive south on CO 9 for 2.4 miles and turn right onto unpaved Spruce Creek Road. Go 0.1 mile and bear left at the sign for Lakes and Trails to stay on Spruce Creek Road, then continue 1.1 miles to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N39 26.221’ / W106 03.035’).

			The Hike

			There’s a trail and a 4WD road at the parking lot, and you can take either one to the falls, but the trail is more scenic and is the route described here. Take Spruce Creek Trail #58 into the forest, cross Spruce Creek on a narrow footbridge, and enjoy glimpses of 13,164-foot Mount Helen to the west. At the junction with Wheeler Trail—to the left and the right—continue straight on Spruce Creek Trail, and head back into the woods. A large meadow to the right of the trail offers mountain views. The trail meets up with the 4WD road, which you will hike up, past the diversion dam on your left, and then rejoin the signed trail. At an unsigned fork in the trail, veer left, and then look for a signed junction with the trail to Mayflower Lakes. Stay left, toward Continental Falls and Mohawk Lakes. At the cabin ruins to the right of the trail, cross the creek on a footbridge. You’ll soon see more cabin ruins ahead, and other remnants of mining activity from long ago. You can stop at the base, or follow the trail as it rises along the left side of the creek, for more views of the many tiers of Continental Falls. For a slightly longer hike, continue on the trail for another 0.25 mile to Lower Mohawk Lake, or 0.75 mile to Mohawk Lake.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, and follow the blue diamond-shaped trail markers.

			0.4Cross Spruce Creek on footbridge.

			1.5Reach junction with Wheeler Trail and go straight to remain on Spruce Creek Trail.

			2.0Pass a sign for Spruce Creek Trail, meet the road, and follow it past the diversion dam on your left.

			2.1Rejoin Spruce Creek Trail (signed).

			2.3Reach a fork in the trail and descend to the left, then continue to a signed junction with the trail to Mayflower Lakes on right. Stay left on trail toward Continental Falls and Mohawk Lakes. Hike past the cabin ruins to right of trail, cross creek on footbridge and continue on trail past more cabin ruins.

			2.5Arrive at Continental Falls. Return the way you came.

			5.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				East of the Mosquito Range, Continental Falls may be frozen well into the springtime.

			

		

	
		
			41 Judd Falls

			Copper Creek Trail climbs the hillside above the deserted mining town of Gothic, north of Crested Butte. To the northeast, Copper Creek flows from the Maroon Bells–Snowmass Wilderness and plunges through a deep gorge in long, streaming tiers below the trail at Judd Falls.

		

		
				Start: Intersection of Gothic Road and FSR 739; Copper Creek / Trailriders Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 2.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewing area: 9,560 feet to 9,770 feet (+210 feet)

				Trail surface: Gravel road and dirt and rock trail

				Restrictions: No bicycles and no dogs; do not trespass onto nearby Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory or disturb trailside research projects

				Amenities: Porta-potties at trailhead; services in Crested Butte

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 58 A2; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Gothic

				County: Gunnison

				Land status: Gunnison National Forest, (970) 874-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug; Gunnison Ranger District, (970) 641-0471

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From CO 135 in Crested Butte, go north on 6th Street, which becomes unpaved Gothic Road / CR 317, for 8.3 miles to the trailhead and parking (GPS: N38 57.969’ / W106 59.618’).

			The Hike

			On your way to the trailhead, you’ll pass the abandoned town of Gothic, now the home of the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory. The trailhead sits just beyond Gothic, to the right of the road, with 12,625-foot Gothic Mountain to the left. If you have a 4WD vehicle with high clearance you can drive up FR 739 to the upper parking lot at the Copper Creek / Trailriders Trailhead. If you’re hiking it, keep in mind this area lies on open range, and you may have company at the trailhead, or cattle licking the salt from your car upon your return! Keep your distance and proceed with care. At the top of the gravel road, get on Copper Creek Trail #983 and enjoy views of the rolling hills of 11,145-foot Snodgrass Mountain, and the distinct angles of 12,162-foot Mount Crested Butte, to the south. The rocky road narrows, rises and descends, then meets another closed road. Turn right toward the barricade, and hike down the road to a bench and overlook of Judd Falls. Do not descend any of the social trails here, as the slopes are very steep, and littered with loose talus. The bench is engraved as follows: To the wayfarer, friend or stranger this seat is offered in the name of “The Man Who Stayed,” Garwood Hall Judd. March 14, 1852—May 15, 1930. Judd served as self-appointed caretaker of nearby Gothic, from its demise as a silver boomtown, until its eventual restoration as home to the biological lab. Enjoy the bench, the memory of Garwood Judd, and views of the falls.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike up the 4WD road.

			0.5Cross the upper parking lot at Copper Creek / Trailriders Trailhead.

			0.6Get on the Copper Creek Trail.

			1.1Turn right onto road and hike downhill toward barrier to arrive at Judd Falls overlook (GPS: N38 57.57’ / W106 58.89’). Return the way you came.

			2.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Copper Creek plunges through a deep gorge in long, streaming tiers below the trail at Judd Falls.

			

		

	
		
			The South
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				“Willow Lake Falls” plunges more than 100 feet through crevices in the rock face, hike 50.
				Photo by Stewart M. Green.

			

		

	
		
			42 Venable Falls

			East of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, Venable Creek flows from Venable Lakes to the Wet Mountain Valley. Passing through the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness, its streaming waters plummet in a multi-stepped cascade, and collapse into a rocky trailside chasm.

		

		
				Start: Comanche/Venable Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.8 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,055 feet to 10,335 feet (+1,280 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motorized vehicles in wilderness area; observe all wilderness regulations; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Vault toilets and backcountry camping; services in Westcliffe

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 71 E6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Horn Peak

				County: Custer

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; San Carlos Ranger District, (719) 269-8500; Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From Westcliffe, take CO 69 South for 3.3 miles, then turn right (west) onto CR 140 (Schoolfield Road). Go 4.6 miles and turn left onto CR 141 (Schoolfield Road/Willow Lane) and go 0.2 mile and turn right to get back onto CR 140 (Schoolfield Road). Go 1.6 miles and bear right onto CR 148, then go 0.4 mile to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N38 04.950’ / W105 33.885’).

			The Hike

			From the trailhead, follow an old 4WD road through the forest to the Venable Trail. You’ll cross a wooden bridge and climb a rocky trail before reaching the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness boundary, where you should stop and sign the register. Soon after, the trees relent, revealing a lush valley and—from left to right, south to west—13,450-foot Horn Peak, 13,277-foot Comanche Peak, 13,244-foot Spring Mountain, and 13,334-foot Venable Peak. There are many small cascades along Venable Creek, about 30 feet below, but the banks here are steep and loose and it’s best to stay on the scrub oak–lined trail. Head back into the forest and continue to climb, until you reach a small wooden sign for Venable Falls. Follow the social trail down to the falls. For a longer outing, continue on the trail for another 3.0 miles to Venable Lakes.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and follow signs for Venable Trail (#1347).

			0.5Reach unsigned junction with Comanche Trail and go right to stay on Venable Trail.

			0.6Reach trail junction with Goodwin Trail and go left toward Venable Lakes.

			2.3Reach sign for Venable Falls. Take social trail to left that switchbacks down to falls.

			2.4Arrive at the base of Venable Falls (GPS: N38 04.553’ / W105 35.690’). Return the way you came.

			4.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Streaming waters plummet and collapse into a rocky trailside chasm at Venable Falls.

			

		

	
		
			43 Macey Falls

			In a high basin surrounded by the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, Macey Lakes pour their collective bounty into Macey Creek. At Macey Falls the creek moves through a steep-walled chasm—splashing waters in a sparkling cascade—then flows smoothly over rock into a placid punchbowl of cool, watery, wilderness delight.

		

		
				Start: Horn Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 7 hours

				Distance: 11.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,140 feet to 11,160 feet (+2,020 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No bicycles on trail; observe wilderness regulations; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Vault toilets and backcountry camping; services in Westcliffe

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 71 E6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Horn Peak

				County: Custer

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; San Carlos Ranger District, (719) 269-8500; Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From Westcliffe, take CO 69 South for 3.3 miles, then turn right (west) onto CR 140 (Schoolfield Road). Drive 1.8 miles and turn left onto CR 129 (Macey Lane), then go 2.0 miles and turn right on CR 130 (Horn Creek Road). Go 2.4 miles to Horn Creek Ranch, past the small trailhead for Rainbow Trail (which also accesses the falls, but will add 0.2 mile to your hike in each direction), then turn right and go 0.5 mile to parking and the trailhead (GPS: N38 03.112’ / W105 32.159’).

			The Hike

			At the trailhead, follow the sign for Rainbow Trail. The first section is 4WD road—rocky and unpleasant—but you’ll find some enjoyment in the dense aspen, pine, and spruce that line the trail, and views of Horn Peak to the west. Rainbow Trail leads you across a bridge over Horn Creek, where your path narrows and eventually opens up with more views—and more mountains—to the south and west. Soon you’ll reach a bridge over Macey Creek, where you’ll leave Rainbow Trail and go right to get onto Macey Trail. Follow the sign toward Macey Lakes, pass a nice camping spot in the forest near some old cabin ruins, and hike into the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness. Cross an open area on the north flanks of 13,705-foot Colony Baldy, then go back into the pine forest and emerge in a larger open area. Just as you leave the trees, look to the left; high on the hillside, you may spot a thin ribbon fall pouring off Colony Baldy. Unnamed and ephemeral, it’s a bonus fall on your waterfall wilderness hike. The limestone walls of Copperstain Cliff appear to your right, alongside the eastern slopes of 12,982-foot Little Baldy Mountain. Head back into the forest and look for the lower falls to the left of the trail. You’ll soon come to a log on the side of the trail, and a steep social trail leading down to the base of the upper falls. For a longer and more scenic outing, continue along Macey Trail about a mile to Lower Macey Lake, and an additional mile to Upper Macey Lake.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, and hike to meet the Rainbow Trail (#1336) and go left (south).

			0.6Trail junction with Horn Creek Trail. Go left to stay on Rainbow Trail, heading toward Macey Trail (signed).

			3.2Trail junction, with bridge over Macey Creek and Rainbow Trail continuing to left. Go right to get on Macey Trail (#1341).

			5.3Copperstain Cliff to right and ribbon fall high in the cliffs to left, on north slopes of Colony Baldy.

			5.5Cut off main trail on social trail to falls below, and arrive at the base of Macey Falls (GPS: N38 00.339’ / W105 34.002’). Return the way you came.

			11.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Macey Creek flows smoothly over rock and into a placid punchbowl at Macey Falls.

			

		

	
		
			44 Crystal Falls (at Westcliffe)

			Rainbow Trail hugs the ramparts of 10,749-foot Beck Mountain to the west, while offering Wet Mountain Valley views to the east. Tucked into an overgrown hideaway just off the trail at Crystal Falls Creek, a segmented cascade splashes and splays in a playful show of waterfall wonder at Crystal Falls.

		

		
				Start: Grape Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 6.4 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,260 feet to 9,210 feet (–50 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and gravel

				Restrictions: Dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Trailhead camping and vault toilets; services in Westcliffe

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 81 A7; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Beck Mountain

				County: Custer

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 269-8500, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; San Carlos Ranger District, (719) 269-8500; Bureau of Land Management—Saguache Field Office, (719) 655-2547, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/sfo.html

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Westcliffe, drive south on CO 69 for 4.5 miles and turn right onto Colfax Lane (CR 119). Drive 5.6 miles to a T intersection. Turn left onto South Colony Road (CR 120) and travel 0.7 mile to rejoin CR 119. Go 4.5 miles and enter the San Isabel National Forest and parking at the Grape Creek Trailhead (GPS: N37 55.825’ / W105 27.453’).

			The Hike

			This section of the Rainbow Trail is popular with ATVers, dirt bikers, and hunters, so expect to share the trail. You will see trailhead postings in regard to the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area and Great Sand Dunes National Preserve, but the hike to Crystal Falls does not cross the boundaries into those areas. The trail passes an old outhouse and curves northwest through the forest on a 4WD road to Music Pass Creek. Emerging from the trees, head north and enjoy views of the Wet Mountains across the valley to the east. You’ll cross an open area and pass through a cowboy gate, then drop back into the forest. At the second culvert you’ll reach Crystal Falls Creek. Look for a small wooden sign nailed to a tree to the left of the trail. This marks the short social trail you’ll take to the falls. Dense brush and mossy boulders lend a feeling of seclusion to the area and make for some tricky footwork, so tread carefully and enjoy the beauty of the place.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			3.2Cross Crystal Falls Creek and turn left off main trail and onto social trail, then arrive at the base of Crystal Falls (GPS: N37 57.723’ / W105 28.837’). Return the way you came.

			6.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				A segmented cascade splashes and splays in a playful show of waterfall wonder at Crystal Falls.

			

		

	
		
			45 Apache Falls

			Nestled deep in the moist and mossy South Apache Creek drainage amid the Wet Mountains, Apache Falls stretches from skyline to trail, pouring over a ledge more than 100 feet high, and splashing and streaming over pink and gray boulders in a shimmering horsetail spray.

		

		
				Start: Bartlett Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 7 hours

				Distance: 11.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,650 feet to 8,550 feet (+900 feet).

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, scree, and duff

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motorized vehicles allowed on the trail; observe wilderness regulations; dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Rye

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 82 B3; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Rye, Hayden Butte

				County: Huerfano

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psiccc; San Carlos Ranger District, (719) 269-8500; Greenhorn Mountain Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 south of Pueblo take exit 74 to CO 165 West (Colorado City / Rye). Turn right onto CO 165 and drive 8.4 miles, then turn left onto Boulder Avenue in Rye. Go 0.7 mile and turn left onto Greenhorn Drive. Go 1.3 miles and bear right onto unpaved Baxter Road. Drive 0.5 mile and bear left onto Bartlett Trail. This road may become extremely muddy and unsafe after or during heavy rainfall. Drive 2.9 miles on Bartlett Trail to the trailhead (GPS: N37 52.709’ / W104 57.484’).

			The Hike

			This hike is more strenuous than it first appears. Although the net elevation gain from trailhead to falls is just 900 feet, you will first climb about 1,685 feet to a saddle, then drop 1,175 feet down to the creek bed before climbing 385 feet back up to the falls, for a round-trip elevation gain of more than 3,245 feet, with the ups and downs along the trail.

		

		
			Start in the forest and switchback up a hillside on the rutted, rocky Bartlett Trail (#1310). The area here is dense with pine, fir, and aspen, and there is a lot of scrub oak along the trail, so be sure to wear long pants to protect your legs from scratches. After a mile you’ll have valley views to the east, and there are a few rocky outcrops of granite boulders along the trail for rest stops and clothing adjustments. Enter the Greenhorn Mountain Wilderness, then cross a saddle from northeast to southwest, where the eastern slopes of the Wet Mountains come into view. The trail levels out, and you’ll cross four small streams on rocks before coming to an important trail junction. Here, the Bartlett Trail heads west toward the summit of 12,347-foot Greenhorn Mountain, the high point of Pueblo County. Instead, leave the main trail and head east (left), on a secondary trail, unsigned South Apache Trail (#1311). Follow the ridge to the east and descend steep, loose switchbacks into the South Apache Creek drainage. There’s another minor creek crossing, and the trail here is faint, overgrown, and littered with pine needles. Slow down, take your time, and look around to ensure you do not get off track. Near the low point of the trail you’ll come to a hard switchback to the right, or southwest. There’s a large cairn marking the turn, and then you’ll be picking your way over and around deadfall as you follow the creek. At about 5 miles, cross the creek on tree branches and follow the left side of South Apache Creek. The trail goes up and moves away from the creek, then returns to the creek, where you’ll cross to the right side on branches and rocks and then pick up the trail on the other bank. At 5.3 miles you’ll reach a fine backcountry campsite marked by two large Ponderosa pines. It’s very close to the trail, but near water for filtering and with an existing fire ring. Shortly after, you’ll cross the creek one more time, then make your way up to the base of Apache Falls. There’s a social trail that ascends up the left side, but use caution and stay clear of the edge at the top of the falls.
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				[image: 065-APACHE-2.tif]
			

			
				Apache Falls splashes and streams over pink and gray boulders in a shimmering horsetail spray.

			

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			1.1Reach the Greenhorn Mountain Wilderness boundary.

			3.3Leave Bartlett Trail and get on unsigned South Apache Trail to the left (east). Descend into drainage.

			4.8Watch for cairned switchback right, to the southwest, and follow the creek.

			5.0Cross the creek to your left on tree branches, then follow the trail along left side of creek.

			5.2Cross to right side of creek on branches and rocks and pick up trail on the other bank.

			5.5Arrive at the base of Apache Falls (GPS: N37 51.279’ / W104 59.309’). Return the way you came.

			11.0Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			46 Trinchera Falls

			Trinchera Creek slides peacefully into Colorado from New Mexico, making its way north through Trinchera Canyon before settling into the Purgatoire River. At Trinchera Falls, the creek spills through a narrow crevice and emerges in a horsetail spray, splashing its bounty into a secret cavern carved in stone.

		

		
				Start: Las Animas County Road 127 and unnamed dirt road

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 3.4 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 5,590 feet to 5,420 feet (–170 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt road and trail

				Restrictions: The area sits on a Colorado State Land Trust managed by the Colorado Division of Wildlife, and the cave lies within the Trinchera Cave Archaeological District and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Although no restrictions are posted, tread lightly on your visit.

				Amenities: Services in Trinidad

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 100 E2; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Trementina Canyon, Trinchera Cave

				County: Las Animas

				Land status: Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, (303) 297-1192, http://wildlife.state.co.us

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Trinidad, take exit 15 to CO 160 East and drive 1.1 miles. Turn left to stay on CO 160. Continue 5.2 miles and bear right, then turn right to stay on CO 160. Drive 25.3 miles and turn left onto gravel road CR 127. Drive 2.1 miles and park. There is a road on the right side of the road that leads to a windmill, and a road on the left that you will hike to the falls (GPS: N37 9.855’ / W103 59.545’).

			The Hike

			The route begins on a dirt road that is not maintained. Piñon pine, yucca, juniper, and walking stick cactus sprout from the ground, while across the prairie to the west, you’ll have views of—from left to right—9,626-foot Fishers Peak Mesa, 9,627-foot Fishers Peak, the Culebra Range, 13,626-foot West Spanish Peak, and 12,683-foot East Spanish Peak. As the road descends, the western wall of Trinchera Canyon appears to the right. The road fades and a cairn marks the rocky trail down to Trinchera Creek, where Trinchera Cave lies directly ahead. Cross the creek on stones, and take a moment to enjoy the cave, an archaeological site that was discovered by rancher William Louden in 1947 and has since been excavated and sealed. Native Americans lived here during the past 3,000 years, taking shelter in the Dakota sandstone walls and overhanging ledges. Go right and follow the left side of the creek to where the water has worn a narrow passage, and freefalls into a hidden cavern below. Continue past the top of the falls on flat slabs to a suitable outcropping for the best views. There is exposure here and no safe way down to the base of the falls. Carved in solid bedrock, the scalloped creek bed is a magnificent sight, but unforgiving too, and a fall here would likely be fatal. Find a safe spot to rest—away from the edges—and take in the views.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the gravel road on the left side of CR 127.

			1.4Bear right as the road fades and descend rocky trail to creek.

			1.5Cross Trinchera Creek and turn right to follow left (west) side of creek.

			1.7Pass over top of Trinchera Falls to right of trail (GPS: N37 10.049’ / W104 0.828’). Continue past waterfall for better views at rock outcroppings over canyon. Return the way you came.

			3.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Trinchera Creek splashes its bounty into a secret cavern carved in stone at Trinchera Falls.

			

		

	
		
			47 Bushnell Lakes Trail Waterfalls

			Bushnell Lakes Falls, “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls,” and “Upper Bushnell Lakes Falls”

			At the northern end of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the three pools of Bushnell Lakes feed three waterfalls before pouring their waters into Stout Creek. Breathtaking views of 13,105-foot Bushnell Peak—the highpoint of Fremont County—provide a complementary backdrop for the horsetail and cascade waterfalls, making this difficult journey a worthwhile adventure.

		

		
				Start: Rainbow Trail at Hayden Creek Campground, Bushnell Lakes Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 7 hours for Bushnell Lakes Falls; 8 hours for “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls” and “Upper Bushnell Lakes Falls”

				Distance: 10.6 miles out and back for Bushnell Lakes Falls; 11.4 miles out and back for “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls”; 11.8 miles out and back to “Upper Bushnell Lakes Falls”

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 7,600 feet to 11,140 feet (+3,540 feet) for Bushnell Lakes Falls; to 11,430 feet (+3,830 feet) for “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls”; and to 11,580 feet (+3,980 feet) for “Upper Bushnell Lakes Falls”

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock

				Restrictions: Trail closed to motor vehicles; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Coaldale

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 70 B3 and B4; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Coaldale, Bushnell Peak

				County: Fremont

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; San Carlos Ranger District, (719) 269-8500; Sangre de Cristo Wilderness, www.wilderness.net

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From US 50 in Coaldale, take Hayden Creek Road (CR 6) south for 4.7 miles and park at a pullout on the left. The Rainbow Trail is on the right side of the road, between Coaldale Campground and Hayden Creek Campground, across from a pullout, and marked with a small sign. If the pullout is full, you can go 0.4 mile farther to the Hayden Creek Campground and pay a fee to park, and then start the hike from a trailhead there (GPS: N38 19.799’ / W105 49.029’).

			The Hike

			The last mile of road to the trailhead is not maintained in the winter, but there is a pullout at the barrier, at Coaldale Campground, so you can park there and hike up the road. Be sure to get on the Rainbow Trail #1336 on the right (north) side of the road, or you will be headed in the wrong direction. There is a register just beyond the trailhead, and a nice dirt trail follows the North Prong of Hayden Creek for a while. You’ll cross the creek seven times on rocks and logs before you reach the junction with Bushnell Lakes Trail, so a trekking pole may come in handy on this hike. There’s a big log at the junction that makes for a good rest stop. Take the left-most fork, sign the wilderness register, and enter the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness.

			This hike gets relentlessly steep from this point on. Fortunately, the views improve considerably as you travel west toward Bushnell Peak. You’ll cross some talus fields, then switchback left and cross more talus. The trail finally relents, and eventually emerges from the forest. Soon you’ll have high peaks all around, a long valley below and to the right, and a lovely cirque straight ahead. Cross this section with care, as it is steep and loose, and snow or ice can make for a dangerous traverse. The trail runs alongside high cliffs, then enters the forest, comes out, and goes up to Bushnell Lake. Hike along the right side of the lake to a marsh, and views of Bushnell Lakes Falls, hung high on the cliffs to the south. Continue up the trail to the next waterfall, “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls,” and the third, “Upper Bushnell Lakes Falls.” All of the waterfalls here are fed by the three lakes, and if you like you can hike another 0.25 mile up to the third and final lake. Find a spot to rest, as you are surrounded by steep-sided peaks and treated to views of the lakes below and the valley far, far beyond.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead across the street from the pullout.

			0.7Cross the North Prong of Hayden Creek on logs.

			0.8Pass the Hayden Creek Campground trail, on left. Continue straight, and be sure to watch for this on the way back out so you take the correct fork back to the trailhead. Cross the creek and its tributaries six more times on rocks and logs.

			2.8Reach a three-way trail junction. Take the left (southwest) fork to get onto the Bushnell Lakes Trail. Enter the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness and cross several talus fields.

			4.7Traverse a steep slope with a long valley below, to the right, and high peaks ahead. If snow exists, you will want traction and perhaps an ice axe here, in the event of a fall. Follow the trail alongside high, vertical cliffs to the left, and then into the trees, back out of the trees, and up.

			5.1Reach a strong social trail to the right, but stay to the left and go up the steep, narrow, rocky trail to Bushnell Lakes. Follow the trail around the right side of the lake. Continue on and up.

			5.3Arrive at the viewpoint for Bushnell Lakes Falls, west of the marshes (GPS: N38 21.048’ / W105 52.606’). Return to the trailhead, or continue on to smaller falls, above the trail.

			5.7Arrive at “Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls” (GPS: N38 20.94’ / W105 52.83’). Continue up trail.

			5.8Arrive at “Middle Bushnell Lake.” Continue up the trail.

			5.9Arrive at “Upper Bushnell Lake Falls” (GPS: N38 20.891’ / W105 53.002’). Return the way you came, or continue about 0.25 mile farther up to the third and final lake.

			11.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Bushnell Lakes Falls is fed by three high mountain lakes in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.

			

		

	
		
			48 Stout Creek Trail Waterfalls

			“Lower Stout Creek Falls,” “Middle Stout Creek Falls,” and Stout Creek Falls

			The dual summits of 12,730-foot Twin Sisters South and 13,012-foot Twin Sisters North look down on Stout Creek Lakes, in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains near Coaldale. To reach the lake and the three waterfalls they feed—long mountainside cascades and splashing sprays—you’ll have to hike more than 16 miles and take on more than 5,000 feet of elevation, on your round-trip journey.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 47.

				Start: Rainbow Trail at Hayden Creek Campground, Stout Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 10 hours for “Lower Stout Creek Falls” and “Middle Stout Creek Falls,” 11 hours for Stout Creek Falls, Stout Creek Lakes, and top of fall

				Distance: 15.2 miles out and back for “Lower Stout Creek Falls,” 15.4 miles out and back for “Middle Stout Creek Falls,” 15.8 miles out and back for Stout Creek Falls; 16.4 miles out and back to lake and top of Stout Creek Falls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 7,600 feet to 11,110 feet (+3,510 feet) to “Lower Stout Creek Falls”; to 11,170 feet (+3,570 feet) for “Middle Stout Creek Falls; to 11,360 feet (+3,760 feet) to Stout Creek Falls; and to 11,720 feet (+4,120 feet) for lake and top of falls

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock

				Restrictions: Trail closed to motor vehicles; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Coaldale

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 70 B3 and B4; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Coaldale, Howard, Bushnell Peak

				County: Fremont

				Land status: San Isabel National Forest, (719) 553-1400, www.fs.usda.gov/psicc; San Carlos Ranger District, (719) 269-8500; Sangre de Cristo Wilderness, www.wilderness.net

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: In Coaldale, from US 50, take Hayden Creek Road (CR 6) south for 4.7 miles and park at a pullout on the left. The Rainbow Trail is on the right side of the road between Coaldale Campground and Hayden Creek Campground, across from a pullout, and marked with a small sign. If the pullout is full, you can go 0.4 mile farther to the Hayden Creek Campground and pay a fee to park, and then start the hike from a trailhead there (GPS: N38 19.799’ / W105 49.029’).

			The Hike

			There is a lot of gain, loss, and regain of elevation on this hike, with a total out-and-back gain of about 5,300 feet. Plan ahead, and be sure to carry enough food and water to get you through the day. If you are uncertain about how much you will need, carry a water filter as there are plenty of places along the way to refuel your water supply.

		

		
			Following the same route as in the Bushnell Lakes Trail Waterfalls hike, stay on the Rainbow Trail to the junction with Bushnell Lakes Trail, and take the middle fork to stay on Rainbow Trail. The trail descends to a narrow traverse, then turns rocky and disappears into the forest before rising again. You’ll pass through a lot of scrub oak before the trail finally opens up to mountain air and sunshine. At about 4 miles the route switches back to the southwest, and you’ll pass the junction with the Kerr Gulch Trail and eventually meet up with the Stout Creek Trail. Turn left and sign in at the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area register, just ahead. Head south with the Stout Creek drainage below you to the right, and the Sangre de Cristo Mountains rising before you, to the west. Go back into the forest and be on the lookout for colorful butterflies and wildflowers—black and orange frittalary, scarlet paintbrush, and white Columbine, to name a few. Cross Stout Creek on a log bridge and enjoy the loud and lovely trailside cascades. As you leave the creek you may encounter a lot of deadfall, and you’ll have to pick your way up the clearest path. You will reach a fork in the trail at about 7.4 miles. The left fork will take you close to the creek, where you can visit each of the Stout Creek Waterfalls on your ascent. The right fork leads straight up to the lake. Take the left fork on the way up, and enjoy the many cascades of “Lower Stout Creek Falls” and “Middle Stout Creek Falls.” As you approach the lower lake, the three long leaps of Stout Creek Falls appear in the hillside, to the west. You can enjoy the falls lakeside or creekside, or take the trail to the right, which rises up to the lake. It’s well worth the extra effort to extend your hike up to Stout Creek Lakes,  scenic alpine pools bordered to the west by the Twin Sisters. Be sure to rest a bit—it’s a long way back to the trailhead!

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead across the street from the pullout.

			0.7Cross the North Prong of Hayden Creek on logs.

			0.8Pass the Hayden Creek Campground trail, on left. Continue straight, and be sure to watch for this on the way back out so you take the correct fork back to the trailhead. Cross the creek and its tributaries six more times on rocks and logs.

			2.8Reach a three-way trail junction, and take the middle fork to remain on the Rainbow Trail.

			4.8Reach the junction with the Kerr Gulch Trail. Continue straight on the Rainbow Trail.

			5.0Leave the Rainbow Trail for the Stout Creek Trail, on your left.

			5.1Reach the Sangre De Cristo Wilderness Boundary. Continue up the trail and across the creek on a log bridge, and then pass through a lot of deadfall.

			7.6Arrive at “Lower Stout Creek Falls” (GPS: N38 21.451’ / W105 52.895’). Cut off the main trail on social trails to view. Continue on the main trail.

			7.7Arrive at “Middle Stout Creek Falls” (GPS: N38 21.428’ / W105 52.934’). Cut off the main trail to view. Continue on the main trail up to Lower Stout Creek Lake.

			7.8Arrive at Lower Stout Creek Lake, and views of three large leaps of Stout Creek Falls.

			7.9Arrive at the base of Stout Creek Falls (GPS: N38 21.347’ / W105 53.122’). Follow the creek, or take the main trail to the right, up to the lake.

			8.2Arrive at Stout Creek Lake, and the top of the waterfalls. Descend the trail for views of the falls from a different vantage point.

			16.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				It’s a long hike to “Lower Stout Creek Falls,” but you’ll want to continue on.

			

		

		
			
				[image: 071-MIDDLE-STOUT-CR-1.tif]
			

			
				“Middle Stout Creek Falls” provides a good place to rest before the final push to the lake.

			

		

	
		
			49 North Crestone Trail Waterfalls

			“Lower North Crestone Trail Waterfall” and “Upper North Crestone Trail Waterfall”

			North Crestone Lake sits high in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains bordered northeast to southeast by 13,554-foot Fluted Peak and 13,931-foot Mount Adams. Waters spill from the lake’s edge, fuel the Lake Fork of North Crestone Creek, and babble and gurgle in cascade falls and horsetail leaps along the North Crestone Trail.

		

		
				Start: North Crestone Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 6 hours

				Distance: 7.8 miles out and back for “Lower North Crestone Trail Waterfall”; 8.2 miles out and back for “Upper North Crestone Trail Waterfall”

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,545 feet to 10,555 feet (+2,010 feet) for lower falls; to 10,710 feet (+2,165 feet) for upper falls

				Trail surface: Gravel, dirt, and rock

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motorized vehicles; observe wilderness regulations; dogs must be leashed in campground

				Amenities: Vault toilets; camping by fee and permit at the North Crestone Creek Campground (self-service pay station); backcountry camping allowed at least 300 feet from lake or 100 feet from stream; services in Crestone

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 71 E5 and E6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Rito Alto Peak

				County: Saguache

				Land status: Rio Grande National Forest, (719) 852-5941, www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande; Saguache Ranger District, (719) 655-2547; Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Poncha Springs, go 26.1 miles south on US 285 and turn left onto CO 17 South. Go 14.4 miles and turn left onto CR T (Russell Street), toward Crestone. Drive 13.6 miles on paved roads through Crestone, to a gravel road, the Rio Grande National Forest boundary, and the North Crestone Creek Campground. Continue 0.8 mile to the end of the road, parking, and the North Crestone Trailhead (GPS: N38 01.125’ / W105 41.138’).

			The Hike

			The North Crestone Trail (#744) starts on an old gravel road and travels northeast along North Crestone Creek. At about 0.75 mile, the road turns to trail, rising up and away from the creek and into the forest. As you emerge from the trees, the high peaks of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains begin to make an appearance. Enter the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness and cross a stream on tree branches, then reach the trail junction with the North Fork Trail (to the north), and Comanche Trail (to the east), where you’ll bear right and head southeast—toward the creek and through a dense stand of aspens—to stay on the North Crestone Trail. There’s another creek crossing on branches and several trailside cascades to enjoy before you reach the first waterfall. The second waterfall is less than 0.25 mile farther up the trail. At each fall, you are high above the creek, with the waterfalls dropping from ledges on the far side of the creek bank. There is exposure overlooking them, so steer clear of soft or loose edges, and take care in choosing a safe route to the bases, or just enjoy them from the trail.

			This is a strenuous hike, gaining over 2,000 feet in elevation. If you have the stamina, you’ll want to continue past the waterfalls on the North Crestone Trail—for an additional 1.5 miles and about 1,100 more feet of elevation gain—up to North Crestone Lake. This makes for a long day, with 11.2 miles total hiking round-trip, and more than 3,300 feet of elevation gain, so if you choose this option consider a backcountry or campground overnight stay.
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				“Lower North Crestone Trail Waterfall” babbles and gurgles in horsetail leaps.

			

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			2.5Reach the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness boundary.

			2.6Reach trail junction and go right toward North Crestone Lake (signed).

			3.9Arrive at the viewpoint above “Lower North Crestone Trail Waterfall” (GPS: N38 01.757’ / W105 38.111’).

			4.1Arrive at the viewpoint above “Upper North Crestone Trail Waterfall” (GPS: N38 01.809’ / W105 37.962’). Return the way you came.

			8.2Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			50 Willow Lake Trail Waterfalls

			“Hiker’s Falls,” “Lower Willow Creek Falls,” “Middle Willow Creek Falls,” “Black Slide Falls,” “Upper Willow Creek Falls,” and “Willow Lake Falls”

			Willow Lake Trail is popular with mountain climbers seeking access to 14,081-foot Challenger Point, 14,165-foot Kit Carson Mountain, and numerous 13,000-foot peaks in Colorado’s Saguache and Custer Counties. Mountain springs and Willow Creek supply thirsty hikers with plenty of water for filtering, and fuel six waterfalls along the trail.

		

		
				Start: Willow and South Crestone Trailhead

				Difficulty: Strenuous / very strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 7 hours

				Distance: 6.4 miles out and back for “Hiker’s Falls”; 6.8 miles out and back for “Lower Willow Creek Falls”; 7.0 miles out and back for “Middle Willow Creek Falls”; 7.4 miles out and back for “Black Slide Falls”; 9.6 miles out and back for “Upper Willow Creek Falls”; 10.8 miles out and back for “Willow Lake Falls”

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,890 feet to 10,655 feet (+1,765 feet) for “Hiker’s Falls”; 10,810 feet (+1,920 feet) for “Lower Willow Creek Falls”; to 10,880 feet (+1,990 feet) for “Middle Willow Creek Falls”; to 10,960 feet (+2,070 feet) for “Black Slide Falls”; to 11,550 feet (+2,660 feet) for “Upper Willow Creek Falls”; to 11,790 feet (+2,900 feet) for “Willow Lake Falls”

				Trail surface: Sand, dirt, duff, rocks, and talus

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motorized vehicles; observe wilderness regulations; do not camp within 300 feet of the lake

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Crestone

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 71 E5 and E6; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Crestone, Crestone Peak

				County: Saguache

				Land status: Rio Grande National Forest, (719) 852-5941, www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande; Saguache Ranger District, (719) 655-2547; Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Poncha Springs, go 26.1 miles south on US 285 and turn left onto CO 17 South. Go 14.4 miles and turn left onto CR T (Russell Street), toward Crestone. Drive 12.5 miles and turn right onto Galena Avenue, which becomes unpaved at 0.1 mile. Continue about 2.0 miles to the trailhead. Note that this road is steep, unmaintained, and may become deeply rutted and impassable in a 2WD or low clearance vehicle. Look for pullouts on the side of the road and park if necessary, then hike up the road to the trailhead (GPS: N37 59.337’ / W105 39.749’).

			

			
			The Hike

			The condition of the dirt road from Crestone to the trailhead can vary considerably and may add up to 4 miles to your hike, for a total of nearly 15 miles round-trip. Plan accordingly, with plenty of food and water. The trailhead serves both the South Crestone Trail (#860) and the Willow Lake Trail (#865). Hike into the aspen and fir tree forest and turn right onto the Willow Lake Trail, then cross South Crestone Creek and continue up the sandy path. Sign the register and continue to the first of many switchbacks. You’ll enter the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness, and climb the hillside to a big rock at the top of the ridge at 1.4 miles. The trail descends past the long meadow of Willow Creek Park, then levels out and re-enters the wilderness. The first waterfall you’ll come to, “Hiker’s Falls,” slides down the rock face in triple tiers to the left of the trail. Fed by a mountain spring, it’s often the only waterfall close enough to the trail to be noticed by predawn hikers en route to the high peaks beyond the lake. Soon after this fall, you’ll reach the multiple cascades of “Lower Willow Creek Falls,” to the right of the trail. If the sun is up, look high in the cliffs to the right, and you may also see the long plunge of the upper leaps of “Middle Willow Creek Falls” here, as well. You’ll soon come to a creek crossing, and the lower leaps of “Middle Willow Creek Falls” to the left. Pick up the trail on the other side, and follow it as it ascends and turns rocky. Look for “Black Slide Falls” slipping over a high conglomerate slab to the left of the trail. The source of this waterfall is likely a mountain spring located north of the trail. The trail continues through loose dirt and talus as it ascends, but you’ll have rock tower views ahead, valley views behind, and soon pass the upper leaps of “Middle Willow Creek Falls,” to the left of the trail. There is no safe way to the top of these falls, so continue on the trail. Cross the creek again, on rocks and logs, and arrive at “Upper Willow Creek Falls,” just off the trail to the right. This is a dramatic horsetail more than 50 feet high, and hard to miss, even in the dark. The trail climbs steeply now up slabs, and you’ll want to watch your head to avoid hitting it on an overhanging rock. Just ahead, Willow Lake comes into view, with “Willow Lake Falls” plunging more than 100 feet through deep-cut crevices in the rock face on the other side. To reach the top of the falls, continue on the trail as it wraps around the left side of the lake on a faint, cairned path through talus and boulders. Cross the creek one last time and enjoy the lake, the valley, and the surrounding high peaks from the sun-warmed slabs above the falls.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, hike about 500 feet and turn right onto the Willow Lake Trail.

			0.1Cross South Crestone Creek on rocks and logs.

			1.0Enter the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness. The trail switches back and forth, in and out of the wilderness boundary.

			1.7Re-enter the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness.

			3.2Arrive at “Hiker’s Falls” (GPS: N37 59.606’ / W105 37.726’) on left, fed by a mountain spring above the trail.

			3.4Arrive at “Lower Willow Creek Falls,” to right of trail (GPS: N37 59.598’ / W105 37.578’). The upper leaps of “Middle Willow Creek Falls” are also visible in the cliffs to the east.

			3.5Cross Willow Creek, to right, and view lower leaps of “Middle Willow Creek Falls” (GPS: N37 59.565’ / W105 37.487’).

			3.7Arrive at “Black Slide Falls” over high slab to left of trail (GPS: N37 59.53’ / W105 37.469’). Hike past the upper leaps of “Middle Willow Creek Falls,” below and to left of trail.

			4.8Arrive at “Upper Willow Creek Falls” to right of trail (GPS: N37 59.632’ / W105 36.701’).

			4.9Arrive at west end of Willow Lake and first views of “Willow Lake Falls.” Follow trail through boulders and talus around left (north) side of the lake, to flat slabs on the east side.

			5.4Arrive at the top of “Willow Lake Falls” (GPS: N37 59.645’ / W105 36.357’). Return the way you came.

			10.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				The multiple cascades of “Lower Willow Creek Falls” tumble to the right of Willow Lake Trail.
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			51 Zapata Falls

			On the northwest ramparts of 14,042-foot Ellingwood Point in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, snowmelt and rainfall fill South Zapata Lake, funnel into South Zapata Creek, and flow north to fuel Zapata Falls. This dramatic plunge waterfall—located just 8 miles south of Great Sand Dunes National Park—is a family favorite.

		

		
				Start: Zapata Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.8 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,035 feet to 9,250 feet (+215 feet)

				Trail surface: Talus, rocks, and water

				Restrictions: No motorized vehicles allowed on trail, dogs must be on leash, no swimming

				Amenities: Camping, restrooms, benches, interpretive signs, picnic sites, and scenic overlooks at the trailhead; services in Blanca, Fort Garland, and Alamosa

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 81 D6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Twin Peaks

				County: Alamosa

				Land status: Zapata Falls Recreation Area, Bureau of Land Management—Conejos Peak Ranger District / La Jara Field Office, (719) 274-8971, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ljfo.html

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From I-25 in Walsenburg, take US 160 West for 57.3 miles. Turn right onto CO 150 North and travel 12.5 miles to a sign for Zapata Falls. Turn right onto unmarked Lake of the Falls Parkway and drive up the steep and winding gravel road for 3.8 miles to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N37 37.295’ / W105 33.567’).

			The Hike

			Follow the wide, rocky, juniper-lined trail to the creek. You will have to wade up the creek to view the falls, so this is a good time to put on your water shoes and get out your trekking pole. Alpine glaciers once covered this area, depositing a moraine and then carving a deep and narrow cleft through it with melting water. Enter this cleft in the rock and make your way to the base of the falls. You may have to wait in line for the best views, as this is a popular photo-taking spot.

			For a longer, much more strenuous outing, take the cutoff from Zapata Falls Trail to South Zapata Lake Trail. This steep route is about 8.5 miles out and back with 2,800 feet of elevation gain, and will take you into the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness and up to South Zapata Lake, the source of Zapata Falls. From the lake, enjoy views of Ellingwood Point, one of the Blanca Group of Colorado’s many 14,000-foot peaks.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.4Arrive at the base of Zapata Falls (GPS: N37 37.185’ / W105 33.240’). Return the way you came.

			0.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Zapata Falls is a family favorite located near Great Sand Dunes National Park.

			

		

	
		
			The Southwest
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				Near Cumbres Pass, the creek tumbles off a cliff in a powerful plunge at “Rough Creek Falls,” hike 52.

			

		

	
		
			52 “Rough Creek Falls”

			North of Cumbres Pass in the South San Juan Wilderness, two lakes—Alverjones and Hourglass—combine forces to fuel Rough Creek and send it tumbling over a cliff in a powerful plunge at “Rough Creek Falls.”

		

		
				Start: Ruybalid Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour

				Distance: 2.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,830 feet to 9,140 feet (+310 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motorized vehicles; dogs must be on leash; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Services in Antonito, CO, and Chama, NM

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 89 C7; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Spectacle Lake

				County: Conejos

				Land status: Rio Grande National Forest, (719) 852-5941, www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande; Conejos Peak Ranger District, (719) 274-8971; South San Juan Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From Alamosa, take US 285 South for 28 miles to Antonito, then take CO 17 South for 23 miles and turn right at Horca onto unpaved FR 250.

				From Pagosa Springs, take US 84 East for 47 miles to Chama, then take NM 17 North for 8 miles onto CO 17. Drive 26 miles on CO 17 North and turn left at Horca onto unpaved FR 250.

				From the intersection of CO 17 and FR 250, drive 7.6 miles on FR 250 and turn left onto Record Bridge Road. Drive another 0.2 mile to cross a bridge, turn left onto South Riverview Road, and park on the right side of the road at the trailhead (GPS: N37 11.224’ / W106 26.967’).

			The Hike

			“Rough Creek Falls” is a bit out of the way for most folks, but the waterfall is lovely and unique, surrounded by other points of beauty, and so worth the trip. The road that takes you there—CO / NM 17 from Antonito to Chama—is a scenic drive on the Los Caminos Antiguos, with Cumbres Pass less than 14 miles southwest of the cutoff to FR 250. The forest road itself follows the Conejos River up to Platoro Reservoir, and you’ll pass Spectacle Lake on your way to the trailhead. The trail climbs about 5 miles and more than 2,400 feet up to Ruybalid Lake, so you have many options. Plan your day and make the most of it. To get to the falls, take Ruybalid Trail (#855) past a meadow and into the aspen forest. Ascend to a fork, bear left, and descend to Rough Creek. Hike up the right side of the creek to the waterfall. For a longer hike, return to the fork and hike up to Ruybalid Lake.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.2Cross the South San Juan Wilderness boundary.

			0.7Reach the signed trail junction—go left and descend trail. Hike up along right side of creek.

			1.0Arrive at “Rough Creek Falls” (GPS: N37 10.71’ / W106 27.442’). Return the way you came.

			2.0Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			53 Silver Falls

			Waterfall Creek flows south from the Continental Divide to the East Fork of the San Juan River, south of Wolf Creek Pass. At Silver Falls, the creek springs over a shelf and spreads its waters in a shimmering bridal veil of translucent wonder.

		

		
				Start: Silver Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.4 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,210 feet to 8,440 feet (+230 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Backcountry camping along the road to the trailhead

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 88 A4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Wolf Creek Pass

				County: Mineral

				Land status: San Juan National Forest, (970) 247-4874, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan; Pagosa Ranger District, (970) 264-2268

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Pagosa Springs, take US 160 East for 10.4 miles and turn right onto unpaved East Fork Road (FR 667). Drive 8 miles on East Fork Road, taking care over deep dips and washed out areas in the road. Park at the signed parking area on the left side of the road, and the trailhead at the gate (GPS: N37 25.195’ / W106 46.876’).

			The Hike

			There are several waterfalls along Wolf Creek Pass—and on the creeks that spill south across East Fork Road—but Silver Falls is by far the loveliest and the hike is the most pleasant. The banks along the San Juan River are popular with campers and anglers, so if you opt for an overnight stay, camp away from the road to avoid the noise and the dust. Treasury Creek, Lane Creek, and Waterfall Creek all flow across the road, so take care over the dips or just find a pullout and walk the road to the trailhead. Once there, you’ll hike up a path, pass through a gate, and ascend a steep trail for less than 0.25 mile to the waterfall.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike up a steep trail, avoiding social trails and staying to the right of the creek.

			0.2Arrive at Silver Falls (GPS: N37 25.319’ / W106 46.963’). Return the way you came.

			0.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Waterfall Creek spreads its waters in a shimmering veil of translucent wonder at Silver Falls.

			

		

	
		
			54 Treasure Falls

			Treasure Falls is a roadside spectacle above US 160, east of Pagosa Springs. Fall Creek plunges over a cliff and falls more than 100 feet—then flows beneath the highway—providing passersby with a dazzling display that’s worth a stop, and a hike.

		

		
				Start: Treasure Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour to Blowout Overlook and to Misty Deck

				Distance: Roadside; 0.7 mile out and back to Blowout Overlook; 0.8 mile out and back to Misty Deck; 0.9 mile out and back to combine both hikes

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,125 feet to 8,275 feet (+150 feet) for Blowout Overlook; to 8,310 (+185 feet) for Misty Deck

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock

				Restrictions: Dogs must be on leash

				Amenities: Vault toilets, interpretive signs, trailside benches

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 88 A3; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Saddle Mountain, Wolf Creek Pass

				County: Mineral

				Land status: San Juan National Forest, (970) 247-4874, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan; Pagosa Ranger District, (970) 264-2268

			

			
				Finding the trailhead:  From Pagosa Springs, take US 160 East for 15.1 miles and park in the signed and paved lot on the right side of the road. The trailhead is located to the right of the restrooms (GPS: N37 26.563’ / W106 52.64’).

			The Hike

			The paved parking and sidewalk at Treasure Falls make this waterfall easily accessible, and the short hike make it a good one for kids or anyone ready to stretch their legs after the long drive over Wolf Creek Pass. Enjoy the signs and stories along the interpretive trail, and the viewpoints of the falls along the way to Blowout Overlook. If you make it up to Misty Deck, expect to get wet!
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, which is located at the interpretive sign near the restrooms.

			0.1At trail junction, bear right toward Blowout Overlook.

			0.3Bear right again at the next trail junction, cross a bridge, and descend to Blowout Overlook at Treasure Falls (GPS: N37 26.55’ / W106 52.481’). Return to the main trail and follow signs to Misty Deck.

			0.5Arrive at Misty Deck at Treasure Falls (GPS: N37 26.555’ / W106 52.469’). Return to the main trail and descend to the trailhead.

			0.9Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Treasure Falls is a roadside spectacle that provides passers-by with a dazzling display.

			

		

	
		
			55 Fourmile Trail Waterfalls

			Falls Creek Falls and Fourmile Creek Falls

			Two fairy-tale waterfalls highlight a storybook setting north of Pagosa Springs. Falls Creek and Fourmile Creek lend liquid pleasure to a plunge fall and a tiered fall, while the scenery is provided courtesy of Colorado wildflowers and the San Juan Mountains of the Weminuche Wilderness.

		

		
				Start: Fourmile Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours

				Distance: 6.0 miles out and back for Falls Creek Falls; 6.0 miles out and back for Fourmile Creek Falls; 6.2 miles out and back for both waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,195 feet to 9,645 feet (+450 feet) for Falls Creek Falls; to 9,825 feet (+630 feet) for Fourmile Falls

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Vault toilet; backcountry camping; services in Pagosa Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 88 A2; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Pagosa Peak

				County: Mineral

				Land status: San Juan National Forest, (970) 247-4874, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan; Pagosa Ranger District (970) 264-2268; Weminuche Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From US 160 in Pagosa Springs, go north on Lewis Street and immediately bear left onto 5th Street, which turns into unpaved Fourmile Road (CR 400). Drive 8.7 miles and take the right fork to stay on Fourmile Road (CR 645). Bear right at the sign for Fourmile Trailhead, take the right fork in the road, and go 4.4 miles. You’ll pass a parking area and a vault toilet at the stock trailhead, and continue to a second parking area and vault toilet at the end of the road, and the trailhead (GPS: N37 24.562’ / W107 3.162’).

			The Hike

			This is a lovely hike with lots of scenery. Fourmile Trail (#569) descends through a spruce and fir forest to Fourmile Creek, then rises into the Weminuche Wilderness. Travel in and out of the trees, across meadows of wildflowers and fields of California corn lilies, bordered to the east by the craggy faces of 12,007-foot Eagle Mountain and 12,137-foot Eagle Peak No. 2 Benchmark. At about 2.25 miles, Falls Creek Falls comes into view high in the cliffs to the north, with Fourmile Creek Falls just below and to the right. The trail curves left and there is a wide crossing over Falls Creek; trekking poles may come in handy as you balance your way across the rocks and logs that are strewn here. Ignore the social trails to the left and rejoin the main trail on the other side of the creek. A short way farther up the trail, there’s a large cairn marking the junction with the short spur to Falls Creek Falls, to the left. Even in the summertime, you may find icicles dangling from the crumbling rock beneath the falls here. Return to the main trail and continue up. The route ascends steeply, but it’s only a short way to the next waterfall, which comes into view within minutes. Fourmile Creek Falls drops in steep, stepped tiers into the gorge to the right of the trail, and there is no trail to the base far below. However, there is a social trail that will take you to the base of the upper falls, and a sweet spot for some solitude and a well-earned rest. The hike to these two falls is just a section of the Fourmile Trail. Past the falls, the trail continues north and forks right to connect with Turkey Lake Trail, then goes up to Turkey Creek Lake and beyond. It also forks to the left, up to Fourmile Lake. From there, you can take the Anderson Trail south back to the trailhead, for a roughly 16-mile loop. This makes for a fine, high country backpacking trip with plenty of running water for filtering and great views all around.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.3Cross Fourmile Creek.

			0.5Enter the Weminuche Wilderness.

			1.7Cross a rivulet on the west side of Fourmile Creek.

			2.8Cross Falls Creek. This is the only major creek crossing, and poles may come in handy.

			2.9Reach a trail junction with a large cairn and bear left toward Falls Creek Falls.

			3.0Arrive at Falls Creek Falls (GPS: N37 26.532’ / W107 2.501’). Return to the cairned junction and turn left to continue up the main trail.

			3.1Leave the main trail for a social trail on right and descend to base of upper leaps of falls.

			3.2Arrive at Fourmile Creek Falls (GPS: N37 26.67’ / W107 2.396’). Return to the main trail and descend to the trailhead. Alternatively, you may continue to ascend the trail and hike over the falls.

			6.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				A fairy tale waterfall highlights the storybook setting at Falls Creek Falls.
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				Sparkling waters lend liquid pleasure to Fourmile Creek Falls in the Weminuche Wilderness.

			

		

	
		
			56 Piedra Falls

			The East Fork of the Piedra River pours from an unnamed lake at 11,000 feet in the San Juan Mountains, and travels southwest for 11 miles, to the Piedra River. At Piedra Falls, it surges through a narrow cleft, plunges over volcanic rock, and explodes in a thundering mist.

		

		
				Start: Piedra Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 1.0 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,260 feet to 8,340 feet (+80 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No motorized vehicles

				Amenities: Primitive camping at the trailhead; services in Pagosa Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 78 E1; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Pagosa Peak

				County: Mineral

				Land status: San Juan National Forest, (970) 247-4874, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan; Pagosa Ranger District, (970) 264-2268

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: From Pagosa Springs, take US 160 West for 2.7 miles and turn right onto Piedra Road (CR 600). Piedra Road becomes CR 631, and the route from here is all on unpaved roads. Drive 12.9 miles on Piedra Road and turn right onto McManus Road (CR 684 / FR 633). Drive 1.7 miles on McManus Road and turn left onto Kleckner Lane (FR 633). Drive 1.8 miles on Kleckner Lane and turn right onto FR 631. Drive 0.1 miles on FR 631, past the Piedra Picnic Area, and turn right onto Taylor Lane (FR 635). Drive 2.3 miles on Taylor Lane and turn right onto FR 636, then drive 1.7 miles on FR 636 and turn right at the signed junction for CR 637 / East Toner Road. Drive 7.5 miles on East Toner Road, crossing the Middle Fork of the Piedra River on a one-lane bridge, and reach the trailhead (GPS: N37 28.739’ / W107 6.1’).

			The Hike

			Of all the trailheads in this book, Piedra Falls Trailhead is the most difficult to find, but the hike itself is short, and the waterfall is spectacular. Piedra Falls Trail (#671) begins on a gravel road at the edge of the parking area, and follows the river upstream. The trail veers left, travels through the forest, and then curves right to meet up with the river again. You’ll traverse a steep slope on a narrow path and enter a canyon filled with volcanic rock. The large boulders obstruct a direct view of the falls, but will not shield you from its powerful spray. The water squeezes through a V-shaped slot and tumbles in two tiers, with great force. There are several perches about the river that will afford you views, but you will most certainly get wet. White waters on black rock provide a dynamic display, but take care to keep your camera dry and your footing steady.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Follow a gravel road along the creek. Bear left off the road to a narrow trail that rises away from the creek, goes through the woods, and returns to the creek.

			0.5Arrive at Piedra Falls (GPS: N37 29.001’ / W107 5.733’). Return the way you came.

			1.0Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Piedra Falls surges through a narrow cleft and explodes in a thundering mist.

			

		

	
		
			57 Lower Clear Creek Waterfalls

			“Lower North Clear Creek Falls” and “Lower South Clear Creek Falls”

			The Silver Thread Scenic Byway runs for about 70 miles from South Fork to Lake City, then continues another 55 miles to US 50 between Montrose and Gunnison. Within a 5-mile stretch of the route, between Creede and Slumgullion Pass, two short hikes and one roadside stop will lead you to four waterfalls. The two southernmost falls—“Lower North Clear Creek Falls” and “Lower South Clear Creek Falls”—are located at the edge of a campground. North Clear Creek and Bennett Creek feed the first fall, while South Clear Creek feeds the second, and both waterfalls plummet through deep-cut gorges at Clear Creek Canyons.

		

		
				Start: Bristol Head Campground

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.5 mile out and back for both waterfalls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,500 feet to 9,420 feet (–80 feet) for “Lower North Clear Creek Falls”; to 9,425 feet (–75 feet) for “Lower South Clear Creek Falls”

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; no horses or motor vehicles permitted on the trail

				Amenities: Vault toilets at the campground; services in Lake City and Creede

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 78 B1; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Hermit Lakes

				County: Hinsdale

				Land status: Rio Grande National Forest, (719) 852-5941, www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande; Divide Ranger District, (719) 657-3321; Divide Ranger District–Creede Office, (719) 658-2556

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Lake City, take CO 149 south for 28.3 miles; from Creede take CO 149 north for 21.7 miles. Turn east (left from Lake City, right from Creede) onto unpaved FR 510. Continue 0.3 mile and turn right into Bristol Head Campground. Go 0.6 mile and park at the pullout on the left, then walk to the end of the road and the trailhead (GPS: N37 49.018’ / W107 8.226’).

			The Hike

			Bristol Head Campground is open seasonally, and gated in the off-season, so plan accordingly. The trailhead is located at the eastern end of the campground. You’ll cross a footbridge and go left at the fork to reach “Lower North Clear Creek Falls,” or right to reach “Lower South Clear Creek Falls.” The north fall is multitiered and located across a deep canyon, while the south fall tumbles just below your feet. Both are located below the trail, and there is no safe way to reach the bases of either one. Walk the canyon rim for views of the various leaps, taking care to avoid soft, loose, or down-sloping edges.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.1Cross the footbridge over South Clear Creek.

			0.2Turn left at the fork.

			0.3Arrive at “Lower North Clear Creek Falls” (N37 49.03’ / W107 8.085’). Return to the fork and go left (right, from the trailhead).

			0.4Arrive at “Lower South Clear Creek Falls” (N37 48.93’ / W107 8.096’). Return to the fork, and bear left to cross the footbridge.

			0.5Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				“Lower North Clear Creek Falls” plummets through deep-cut gorges at Clear Creek Canyons.
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				“Lower South Clear Creek Falls” tumbles away below your feet and disappears into the canyon.

			

		

	
		
			58 South Clear Creek Falls

			South Clear Creek slips over a ledge in a long, frothy plunge, splashes over boulders, and tumbles into a sparkling pool. This surprisingly scenic waterfall lies hidden at Silver Thread Campground, between Creede and Slumgullion Pass on the Silver Thread Scenic Byway.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 57.

				Start: Silver Thread Campground

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Approximate hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.4 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,720 feet to 9,650 feet (–70 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and duff

				Restrictions: Fee area; no horses or motor vehicles permitted on the trail

				Amenities: Vault toilets at the campground; services in Lake City and Creede

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 78 B1; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Hermit Lakes

				County: Hinsdale

				Land status: Rio Grande National Forest, (719) 852-5941, www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande; Divide Ranger District, (719) 657-3321; Divide Ranger District–Creede Office, (719) 658-2556

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Lake City, take CO 149 south for 26.6 miles; from Creede take CO 149 north for 23.4 miles. Turn east (left from Lake City, right from Creede) onto South Clear Creek Road and into the Silver Thread Campground. Continue 0.2 mile and park at the trailhead (GPS: N37 49.608’ / W107 9.343’).

			The Hike

			Silver Thread Campground is open as long as the snow allows, but may not be accessible during the winter, so plan accordingly. The trailhead is located at the southern end of the campground, across from a small parking area. You’ll follow the trail up and over a rise, then take a few switchbacks down to an overlook, the creek, and the boulder-strewn base of the falls. There is stinging nettle here, so step carefully among the greenery and keep the kids and pets on trail.

			The hike is short, but the falls are beautiful, and worth a stop.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, signed Falls Scenic Point—Trail to Falls.

			0.2Arrive at South Clear Creek Falls (GPS: N37 49.538’ / W107 9.36’). Return the way you came.

			0.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				South Clear Creek Falls slips over a ledge in a frothy plunge and tumbles into a sparkling pool.

			

		

	
		
			59 North Clear Creek Falls

			North Clear Creek wanders through flat marshes, crosses CO 149, and freefalls off a cliff into a 100-foot deep, vertical-walled chasm. Billed as the “most photographed waterfall in Colorado,” North Clear Creek Falls is a rough-and-tumble marvel and a fine ending to your visit of the four waterfalls along the Silver Thread Scenic Byway.

		

		
				See the map Hike 57.

				Start: North Clear Creek Falls Observation Site

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: Roadside

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: Minimal; falls are just below the road

				Trail surface: Gravel

				Restrictions: No camping

				Amenities: Vault toilet, picnic tables and interpretive signs; overlook is wheelchair accessible; services in Lake City and Creede

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 78 B1; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Hermit Lakes

				County: Hinsdale

				Land status: Rio Grande National Forest, (719) 852-5941, www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande; Divide Ranger District, (719) 657-3321; Divide Ranger District–Creede Office, (719) 658-2556

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: From Lake City, take CO 149 south for 23.9 miles; from Creede, take CO 149 north for 26.1 miles. Turn east (left from Lake City, right from Creede) onto unpaved North Clear Creek Road (CR 16 / FR 510). Drive 2.3 miles and bear left at the fork to stay on FR 510. Continue 1.8 miles and turn right onto a paved area and then 0.2 mile more to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N37 50.92’ / W107 8.983’).

			The Hike

			The road from CO 149 to the falls overlook may be snowed in during winter months, and becomes a snowmobile path. Even when dry, FR 510 is steep and winding with dramatic exposure, so take your time and enjoy the ride. The observation area is enclosed by a chain link fence, but you will still have excellent views of the thunderous waterfall, colorful chasm, and rolling peaks beyond. Interpretive signs tell the stories of those who traveled here before you: Ice Age hunters and gatherers of the nearby Folsom camp at Black Mountain, and 19th-century gold- and silver-seekers of the Antelope Park—Lake City Toll Road. This is a good resting point on the scenic byway, so pull up a bench, sit a while, and soak up the history and the beauty of North Clear Creek Falls.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Take the gravel trail for less than 100 feet to the overlook. Arrive at Clear Creek Falls (GPS: N37 50.92’ / W107 8.983’). Return the way you came.

			0.1Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				North Clear Creek Falls is billed as the “most photographed waterfall in Colorado.”

			

		

		
			

		

		
			

		

	
		
			60 Whitmore Falls

			Henson Creek travels east from American Flats north of Engineer Pass, through the San Juan Mountains west of Lake City, and comes into town to join the Lake Fork of the Gunnison River. Much of its route is along the Alpine Loop Scenic Byway, and it’s here that the water appears to spring from the mountainside in a glorious plunge at Whitmore Falls.

		

		
				Start: Whitmore Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.2 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,970 feet to 9,920 feet (–50 feet)

				Trail surface: Wooden steps, dirt, and scree

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Services in Lake City

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 67 E6; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Redcloud Peak

				County: Hinsdale

				Land status: Bureau of Land Management—Gunnison Field Office, (970) 642-4940, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gfo.html

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: In Lake City, take CO 149 South (Gunnison Avenue) and turn right (west) onto 2nd Street. Go 0.1 mile and turn left onto Bluff Street, which becomes unpaved at 0.1 mile and turns into the Alpine Loop Scenic Byway. Drive 9.1 miles on unpaved road and turn left to cross a bridge. Continue for another 1.9 miles, past the Capitol City town site, to a pullout on the right side of the road and the overlook and trailhead on the left (GPS: N37 59.209’ / W107 29.003’).

			The Hike

			Located at the northern end of the Silver Thread Scenic Byway, Lake City is home to five of Colorado’s many 14,000-foot peaks and a popular town for mountaineers, especially on summer weekends. Whitmore Falls is the only confirmed waterfall in Lake City that hasn’t been rendered inaccessible to public viewing by private property limitations—like Crooke Falls or Argenta Falls—or dammed and spoiled like Treasure Falls, across from the Hard Tack Mine. Thankfully, it’s on Bureau of Land Management land along the Alpine Loop Scenic Byway, just past the historic Capitol City town site. The hike down to the falls from the road is steep, and a trekking pole will come in handy on the talus-littered path to Henson Creek. The falls are stunning, and worth the trip, but if you have a suitable vehicle and are highly skilled at four-wheeling, you can continue the 64-mile loop west on the scenic byway. This high country drive takes you over Engineer Pass to Ouray and Silverton, then east over Cinnamon Pass and back to Lake City. The seasonal, rugged road is as unforgiving as it is scenic, so know your limits and do your homework before you go.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead at Whitmore Falls Overlook. Descend steps and bear right to descend the steep, loose trail.

			0.1Arrive at Whitmore Falls (GPS: N37 59.174’ / W107 29.002’). Return the way you came.

			0.2Arrive back at the overlook and trailhead.
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				Henson Creek appears to spring from the mountainside in a glorious plunge at Whitmore Falls.

			

		

	
		
			61 Morrow Point Reservoir Waterfalls

			Chipeta Falls and “No Name Falls”

			The Morrow Point Reservoir Boat Tour takes you past two waterfalls on the Gunnison River. Views of Chipeta Falls to the north, fed by Corral Creek, and “No Name Falls” to the south, fed by seasonal runoff, add to an amusing and informational ride through the Black Canyon of the Gunnison.

		

		
				Start: Pine Creek Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour hike, plus 1.5 hours boat ride

				Distance: 1.8 miles out-and-back hike, plus 14 miles out-and-back boat ride

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 7,090 feet to 7,160 feet (+70 feet)

				Trail surface: Concrete, wood and stone steps, and dirt path

				Restrictions: Boat ride is seasonal, there is a fee, and reservations are required; no pets, no smoking, no firearms, and no alcohol allowed

				Amenities: Vault toilets; services in Gunnison and Montrose

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 67 A6 and A7; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Sapinero

				County: Gunnison

				Land status: Curecanti National Recreation Area, (970) 641-2337, www.nps.gov/cure/index.htm

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Gunnison, take US 50 West for 25 miles and turn right at mile marker 130, onto the gravel road at the Pine Creek boat dock. Go 1.0 mile to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N37 27.022’ / W107 20.712’).

			The Hike

			The hike to the boat dock descends 232 steps and follows a trail along the Gunnison River, rising and falling for a total round-trip gain of 194 feet of elevation. A park ranger provides a history of the geology of the area, with the West Elks to the north, ancient San Juan volcanoes to the south, and the Gunnison Uplift in between. At just over 3 miles, you’ll pass close by Chipeta Falls at starboard, and about a mile farther you’ll come to Curecanti Needle, rising nearly 400 feet at the prow. After another mile, at the port side, “No Name Falls” may or may not make an appearance. This waterfall is ephemeral and fed by seasonal runoff from Round Corral Creek, to the south. The boat turns around at 7 miles, at Kokanee Bay. The crew is knowledgeable, friendly, and safety-minded, and you will come away with a better understanding of where all that precious water ends up that slips down from our mountain peaks.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike down a short path and down 232 steps.

			0.1End steps and hike along a trail to the left of creek.

			0.9Arrive at the Morrow Point Boat Tour (GPS: N38 27.239’ / W107 21.471’). Board the boat and enjoy the 14-mile round-trip ride. Chipeta Falls appears to the north (starboard) at about 3.1 miles from the dock, Curecanti Needle appears straight ahead at about 4.1 miles, and “No Name Falls” appears to the south (port) at about 5.3 miles. Arrive back at the boat dock and hike back the way you came. Return to the dock and hike back up the trail and the steps.

			1.8Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

		
			
				[image: 093-CHIPETA-2_a.tif]
			

			
				The Morrow Point Boat Tour takes you past Chipeta Falls in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison.
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				“No Name Falls” is ephemeral and fed by seasonal runoff from Round Corral Creek.

			

		

	
		
			62 Lower Cascade Falls (at Ouray)

			Cascade Creek slips through the drainage south of 12,368-foot Cascade Mountain and pours west, into Ouray. The final leap shoots over pink cliffs in a frothy, white spray and splashes over boulders at Lower Cascade Falls Park.

		

		
				Start: Lower Cascade Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.3 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,960 feet to 8,060 feet (+100 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No bicycles, horses, or motor vehicles allowed on the trail

				Amenities: Services in Ouray

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 66 E4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Ouray

				County: Ouray

				Land status: City of Ouray Parks and Recreation, (970) 325-7065, www.cityofouray.com

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: In Ouray, take US 550 (Main Street) and go east (uphill) on unpaved 8th Avenue for 0.3 mile to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N38 1.492’ / W107 39.995’).

			The Hike

			Lower Cascade Falls Trailhead is within walking distance of downtown Ouray, and the hike to the waterfall is even shorter. Both are steep. The trail meets up with the Perimeter Trail early on, with the Amphitheater Campground Picnic Area less than 0.5 mile to the right. You will go left, toward the waterfall. For a longer outing, pick up a map at Ouray’s Visitor Center, located on the north end of town just off the highway, and enjoy the entire 4.2-mile-long Perimeter Trail loop. The hike provides views of the signature peaks, creeks, and Uncompahgre Gorge, and passes by Box Canyon Falls. It’s a great introduction to Ouray, “The Switzerland of America.”
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Walk up the dirt trail with the creek and concrete flume to your left. Cross the bridge on your left.

			0.1Bear right up the stone steps and hike up to the base of the falls. Arrive at Lower Cascade Falls (GPS: N38 1.539’ / W107 39.892’). Return the way you came.

			0.3Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Lower Cascade Falls shoots over pink cliffs in a frothy, white spray.

			

		

	
		
			63 Upper Cascade Falls (at Ouray)

			The trail to the upper leaps of Cascade Falls climbs the hillside at the northwest arc of the Amphitheater, a horseshoe-shaped confined drainage formed by a volcanic explosion millions of years ago. The falls here filter through the rock in tiered horsetails above the trail, then freefall in a dramatic plunge below.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 62.

				Start: Upper Cascade Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,480 feet to 9,980 feet (+1,500 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: No horses, bicycles, or motor vehicles on the trail

				Amenities: Services in Ouray

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 66 E4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Ouray

				County: Ouray

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, (970) 874-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: In Ouray, take US 550 South onto “The Million Dollar Highway” and turn left onto CR 16, at the sign for the Amphitheater Campground. Drive 1.1 mile on CR 16 (which turns into Amphitheater Campground Road at 0.1 mile), past the campground and to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N38 1.311’ / W107 39.632’).

			The Hike

			The hike on the Upper Cascade Falls Trail (#213) lies on south-facing slopes above Ouray, so prepare for plenty of sunshine. You’ll cross the Portland Trail early on, and have views of 12,801-foot Abrams Mountain and 13,139-foot Hayden Mountain North, to the south. The town falls far below, and your dirt path turns steep and rugged with colorful, broken chips of pink, blue, and gray rock lining the trail. The climb relents and rounds a rocky buttress, and the high peaks to the west come into view. As you descend into shade, the falls appear straight ahead, and below the trail. The trail crosses over the top of the longest leap, and there are splendid views from the other side, looking back into the deep gorge below the trail.

			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.2Reach the trail junction, with the Portland Trail to the right. Go left toward Chief Ouray Mine.

			0.5Reach the trail junction with Lower Cascade Falls Trail #255 to the left. Continue straight toward Upper Cascade Falls.

			0.8Reach the trail junction with the Portland Trailhead 2.4 miles to the right. Go left toward the Chief Ouray Mine.

			2.1Arrive at Upper Cascade Falls (GPS: N38 1.758’ / W107 39.192’). If conditions permit, cross the creek for views from the other side, but stay clear of the edge, and don’t cross at all if the water is moving fast. You can also continue up to Chief Ouray Mine. Return the way you came.

			4.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Upper Cascade Falls filters through rock above the trail, then freefalls in a plunge below.

			

		

	
		
			64 Million Dollar Highway Waterfalls

			Bear Creek Falls, “Ralston Creek Falls,” and “Uncompahgre River Falls”

			The Million Dollar Highway is a 25-mile section of US 550, running north to south, from Ouray to Silverton. The northern half, through Uncompahgre Gorge and up to Red Mountain Pass, is especially exciting: narrow, exposed, with hairpin turns overlooking sharp drop-offs, edges of pavement that fall away into the abyss—and no guardrails. Three roadside waterfalls offer relaxing relief for highway travelers, and a hike along the gorge provides a bird’s-eye view of the roadway and the falls.

		

		
				Start: Roadside; Sutton Mine Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy for roadside; moderate for hike to hillside overlook

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour for roadside; 3 hours for hike to hillside overlook

				Distance: 0.1 mile for roadside viewing; 4.2 miles out and back for hillside hike

				Elevation trailheads to falls viewpoints: 8,120 feet to 8,810 feet (+690 feet) for hillside hike

				Trail surface: Paved, dirt and rocks roadside; dirt and rocks hike

				Restrictions: No bicycles, horses, or motor vehicles allowed on the hiking trail

				Amenities: Interpretive signs roadside; services in Ouray

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 66 E4; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Ouray, Ironton

				County: Ouray

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug, (970) 874-6600; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300; Uncompahgre Gorge Recreation Area, City of Ouray Parks and Recreation, (970) 325-7065, www.cityofouray.com

			

			
				Finding the trailhead: Roadside: From Ouray, take US 550 South onto the Million Dollar Highway, past Camp Bird Road (CR 361) and the Amphitheater Campground (CR 16). Continue another 1.5 miles to pullout parking on the right side of the road, on a bridge over Bear Creek Falls (GPS: N37 59.988 / W107 39.658). For “Uncompahgre River Falls,” continue driving south on the Million Dollar Highway 1.1 miles to pullout parking on the right side of the road, directly across the road from the Engineer Mountain Trail to Engineer Pass (GPS: N37 59.313’ / W107 38.986’).

				The Hike: From Ouray, take US 550 South onto the Million Dollar Highway and turn right onto unpaved Camp Bird Road (CR 361). Drive 0.4 mile on Camp Bird Road and park on the right side of the road, across from the trailhead on the left (GPS: N38 0.934’ / W107 40.568’).

		

		
			The Drive

			The Million Dollar Highway can be treacherous, especially in winter months, so observe the speed limits and go even slower if conditions require. From Ouray, you’ll climb the road with the Uncompahgre Gorge to your right, the mountainside to your left, and Abrams Mountain straight ahead. At the Bear Creek Falls Overlook, “Ralston Creek Falls” is visible as a long, thin ribbon in the cliffs to the west, across the gorge. To view Bear Creek Falls, walk to the end of the short overlook and look down, beneath the bridge and the highway. Interpretive signs here tell the story of Otto Mears, businessman and pioneer road builder, who—along with Fred Walsen—built the original road here in 1881, at a cost of about $10,000 per mile. Continue on the Million Dollar Highway to a roadside pullout across from Engineer Pass, and hike down to “Uncompahgre River Falls,” below. The views north are quite wonderful.

			The Hike

			For another view of the waterfalls, take a hike up the Sutton Mile Trail (#197) off Camp Bird Road. At the trailhead, do not turn left onto the gravel service road, but rather look up and to the right for the trailhead sign. This trail is used in winter months to access the Ouray Ice Park, so take care to avoid stepping on exposed PVC pipe that’s used to farm the ice falls here. After a very steep climb, you’ll reach the Ouray Overlook, with dizzying views of the town below. From here, the trail makes a hard switchback up and to the left (southeast). Continue into the forest, across open areas and rocky slabs. You’ll have great views of Mount Abrams ahead. Enter back into the trees, then cross an open area where the trail descends and rises to a small lake on the right. Just past this point you’ll come to the signed Bear Creek Overlook. You can hear waterfalls from here but you can’t see them, so continue on the trail. At 0.3 mile beyond the overlook cross over Ralston Creek and the middle leaps of “Ralston Creek Falls.” Just 0.1 mile beyond this point, look for slabs to the left of the trail. This is the best viewpoint for Bear Creek Falls and the highway, far below. For a slightly longer outing, continue on to the preserved remains of the Neosho Mine.
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			Miles and Directions

			Roadside Overlook

			0.0Begin at the parking area for Bear Creek Falls Overlook, and walk to the Bear Creek Falls Overlook (GPS: N37 59.99’ / W107 39.644’). “Ralston Creek Falls” is visible in the cliffs to the right. Return to the parking area the way you came. Drive 1.1 miles and park at the pullout across from Engineer Pass Road. From the pullout, hike less than 100 yards down to the falls, below the road. Arrive at “Uncompahgre River Falls” (GPS: N37 59.309’ / W107 39.022’). Return the way you came.

			0.1Arrive back at the parking area.

			“Ralston Creek Falls” and Bear Creek Falls Hike

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike up the very steep trail.

			0.6Arrive at the Ouray Overlook. Follow the trail southeast.

			1.7Arrive at the Bear Creek Overlook, with the highway below. Continue on the trail.

			2.0Arrive at “Ralston Creek Falls” (GPS: N37 59.871’ / W107 39.844’). Continue on the trail.

			2.1Arrive at the viewpoint above the highway and Bear Creek Falls (GPS: N37 59.844’ / W107 39.75’). Return the way you came.

			4.2Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

		
			[image: 410195.jpg]
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				A pullout at the entrance to Engineer Pass leads to “Uncompahgre River Falls,” below the road.

			

		

	
		
			65 Box Canyon Falls

			Canyon Creek roars through the Ouray Fault and plunges into a narrow, quartzite canyon at Box Canyon Falls. The creek thunders on, in a bubbling cauldron of cold, dark water, and fills the air with a turbulent mist.

		

		
				Start: Box Canyon Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.1 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 7,830 feet to 7,860 feet (+30 feet)

				Trail surface: Paved, dirt, and metal grate

				Restrictions: Fee area; no smoking and no dogs allowed

				Amenities: Trailside benches, picnic tables, interpretive signs, and visitor center; services in Ouray

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 66 E4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Ouray

				County: Ouray

				Land status: Box Cañon Park, City of Ouray Parks and Recreation, (970) 325-7080 or (970) 325-7065, www.cityofouray.com

			

			
			Finding the trailhead: In Ouray, take US 550 South onto the Million Dollar Highway and turn right onto unpaved Camp Bird Road (CR 361). Drive about 300 feet and turn right onto unpaved one-way Box Canyon Road, then continue 0.3 mile to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N38 1.067’ / W107 40.726’).

			The Hike

			A visit to Box Canyon Falls is a great way to begin or end a drive up Camp Bird Road, to view all the roadside falls there, which are outlined in the Camp Bird Road Waterfalls hike. You’ll pay to get in to Box Cañon Park from May to October, so grab a map at the visitor center and take advantage of other hikes while you’re there, including one that goes over the top of the falls.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike up the gravel path and follow signs to the falls. Take the concrete steps down to the metal walkway that leads into the canyon. Arrive at Box Canyon Falls (GPS: N38 1.082’ / W107 40.714’). Return the way you came.

			0.1Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Box Canyon Falls roars through a quartzite canyon and fills a dark and cold, bubbling cauldron.

			

		

	
		
			66 Camp Bird Road Waterfalls

			“Fall Creek Falls,” “Senator Gulch Falls,” “Waterhole Slide Falls,” “Imogene Creek Falls,” Sneffels Creek Falls, and “Governor Basin Falls”

			Rainfall and snowmelt filter down the mountainside, pour into Yankee Boy Basin, and flow through the Sneffels Creek drainage along Camp Bird Road, in Ouray. Six roadside waterfalls—fed by the creek from the west and hillside water sources from the north and the south—make this a pleasant drive with peak views all around.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 65.

				Start: Camp Bird Road

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: Roadside (14.4-mile round-trip drive to see all falls)

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: Minimal

				Trail surface: Dirt and gravel road

				Restrictions: Stay off roadside private property, which may not be signed

				Amenities: Services in Ouray

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 66 E4 and page 76 A4; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Ironton, Telluride

				County: Ouray

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug, (970) 874-6600; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Ouray, take US 550 South onto the Million Dollar Highway and turn right onto unpaved Camp Bird Road (CR 361). The falls are located along Camp Bird Road and Governor Basin Road. These are rough roads with dramatic exposure, but passable in a passenger car under dry conditions. If you are not comfortable driving on this terrain, there are outfitters in Ouray that will take you on a 4WD tour up to Yankee Boy Basin, and you can ask them to stop and view the waterfalls along the way.

			The Drive

			The hiking time is minimal, but the drive to view all the Camp Bird Road Waterfalls is slow and steep. Plan on taking a few hours in the morning or afternoon for this waterfall trip, and avoid driving out in the dark. Although most of the land here lies within the Uncompahgre National Forest, there are pockets of private property along the road. Camp Bird Road is used by mountaineers to access Yankee Boy Basin and the trailheads of several high peaks, including 14,150-foot Mount Sneffels and 13,694-foot Gilpin Peak. It’s also popular with 4WD enthusiasts making their way over Imogene Pass to Telluride. For your own safety and that of others, be sure to pull off the road completely to view each waterfall. Your drive may be topped off with a hike to Twin Falls and a visit to Box Canyon Falls.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Turn off US 550 and drive up Camp Bird Road, stopping along the way as follows.

			3.3Arrive at viewpoint for “Fall Creek Falls,” on the left side of the road to the south (GPS: N37 59.202’ / W107 42.409’). Continue up the road.

			3.6Arrive at viewpoint for “Senator Gulch Falls,” on the right side of the road to the northwest (GPS: N37 59.089’ / W107 42.597’). Continue up the road.

			4.8Arrive at viewpoint for “Waterhole Slide Falls” and “Imogene Creek Falls,” on the left side of the road to the east and south, respectively (GPS: N37 58.495’ / W107 43.428’). Continue up the road.

			5.7Arrive at viewpoint for Sneffels Creek Falls, to the left of—and below—the road, to the south (GPS: N37 58.388’ / W107 44.302’). Continue on the road to the junction with 4WD Yankee Boy Basin Road at 7.0 mile, and bear left onto CR 26A.

			7.2Arrive at “Governor Basin Falls” to the right of the road, to the west (GPS: N37 58.887’ / W107 45.672’). There is a rugged 4WD road leading up to the higher leaps of the falls. Return the way you came.

			14.4Arrive back on US 550.
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			67 Twin Falls

			“Lower Twin Falls,” “Middle Twin Falls,” and “Upper Twin Falls”

			Sneffels Creek slips from Yankee Boy Basin and tumbles down the hillside in three waterfalls below the road. The upper, middle, and lower leaps of Twin Falls make for a good leg-stretcher after the long, slow drive up Camp Bird Road.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 65.

				Start: Camp Bird Road and Yankee Boy Basin Road

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour

				Distance: 1.4 miles out and back for all 3 leaps

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 10,740 feet to 11,160 feet (+420 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Services in Ouray

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 66 E3 and E4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Telluride

				County: Ouray

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug, (970) 874-6600; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Ouray, take US 550 South onto The Million Dollar Highway and turn right onto unpaved Camp Bird Road (CR 361). Drive 7.0 miles and park at the fork in the road and the trailhead. The right fork continues up a 4WD road into Yankee Boy Basin, and this is where your hike begins (GPS: N37 58.76’ / W107 45.538’).

			The Hike

			This is a short hike to a beautiful series of waterfalls that might easily be missed if you were just driving by. At the start, “Governor Basin Falls” is visible to the left of the road, while 12,698-foot Stony Mountain stands guard farther up the road, and to the west. The high peaks of Yankee Boy Basin lie ahead, but you’ll soon drop off the road and hike the narrow trail along Sneffels Creek. The lower leaps here are a dual segmented cascade, the middle leap is a block fall, and the third and uppermost waterfall is a segmented horsetail. The brilliant white waters tumble over dark volcanic rock, and the contrast is stark and enchanting. You’ll want to sit a while and enjoy the views across Sidney Basin to the south, and the broken line of St. Sophia Ridge to the west.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the fork on Camp Bird Road and bear right onto Yankee Boy Basin Road (FR 853 1B). Hike up the road.

			0.4Leave the road and descend a social trail and left spur to the base of the falls.

			0.5Arrive at “Lower Twin Falls” (GPS: N37 59.154’ / W107 45.753’). Return to the trail and hike up to the next leaps.

			0.6Arrive at “Middle Twin Falls” (GPS: N37 59.189’ / W107 45.807’). Continue up to the next leaps.

			0.7Arrive at “Upper Twin Falls” (GPS: N37 59.202’ / W107 45.842’). Return to the road and hike back down.

			1.4Arrive back at the parking area.
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			68 Ice Lake Trail Waterfalls

			“Clear Creek Falls,” “Mousse Tiers Falls,” “Pudding Plunge Falls,” “Custard Cascades,” “Island Lake Falls,” “Ice Lake Falls,” “Fuller Lake Falls,” “Ice Lake Basin Falls,” and “Blue Meringue Falls”

			Azure, alpine pools and lavender-hued peaks offer an otherworldly vision at Ice Lake Basin, attracting hikers, photographers, and mountain climbers from around the state. Nine waterfalls are sprinkled along the route, for a hike with something for everyone.

		

		
				Start: Ice Lake Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy for “Clear Creek Falls” and “Mousse Tiers Falls”; moderate for “Pudding Plunge Falls” and “Custard Cascades”; moderate/strenuous for “Island Lake Falls,” “Ice Lake Falls,” “Fuller Lake Falls,” and “Ice Lake Basin Falls”; strenuous for “Blue Meringue Falls”

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours for “Clear Creek Falls,” “Mousse Tiers Falls,” and “Pudding Plunge Falls”; 3 hours for “Custard Cascades”; 4 hours for “Island Lake Falls,” “Ice Lake Falls,” “Fuller Lake Falls,” and “Ice Lake Basin Falls”; 5 hours for “Blue Meringue Falls”

				Distance: 1.2 miles out and back for “Clear Creek Falls”; 3.0 miles out and back for “Mousse Tiers Falls”; 3.6 miles out and back for “Pudding Plunge Falls”; 4.2 miles out and back for “Custard Cascades”; 6.4 miles out and back for “Island Lake Falls” and “Ice Lake Falls”; 6.6 miles out and back for “Fuller Lake Falls”; 6.8 miles out and back for “Ice Lake Basin Falls”; 7.8 miles out and back for all falls, including “Blue Meringue Falls”

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,930 feet to 10,220 feet (+290 feet) for “Clear Creek Falls”; to 10,510 feet (+580 feet) for “Mousse Tiers Falls”; to 10,660 feet (+730 feet) for “Pudding Plunge Falls”; to 10,920 feet (+990 feet) for “Custard Cascades”; to 11,460 feet (+1,530 feet) for “Island Lake Falls”; to 11,480 feet (+1,550 feet) for “Ice Lake Falls”; to 11,600 feet (+1,670 feet) for “Fuller Lake Falls”; to 11,710 feet (+1,780 feet) for “Ice Lake Basin Falls”; to 12,240 feet (+2,310 feet) for “Blue Meringue Falls”

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Observe San Juan National Forest regulations, posted

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; trailhead vault toilets; services in Silverton

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 76 B3; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Ophir

				County: San Juan

				Land status: San Juan National Forest, (970) 247-4874, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan; Silverton Public Lands Center, (970) 387-5530; Bureau of Land Management—Tres Rios Field Office, (970) 882-7296, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/sjplc.html

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From the intersection of US 550 and CO 62 in Ridgway, take US 62 west toward Placerville and Silverton. Drive 59.6 miles and turn right onto unpaved CR 7, toward South Mineral Campground. From Silverton, drive 2.0 miles on US 550 and turn left on CR 7. Continue 4.4 miles to the campground and parking, on right, at the trailhead (GPS: N37 48.4’ / W107 46.438’).

			The Hike

			This is a popular hike with a lot of waterfalls to enjoy, so plan on a long day. Many people turn around at Lower Ice Lake Basin, having viewed all but the final waterfall, but if you can push on for just 1 more mile—to Ice Lake at the upper basin—your efforts will be greatly rewarded. Ice Lake Trail rises through the forest with glimpses of high peaks at each clearing. The most dramatic of all the waterfalls, “Clear Creek Falls,” appears in the first 0.5 mile. You’ll cross the creek below the falls and continue up the trail as it switches back to the upper leaps and a unique viewpoint. The second waterfall, “Mousse Tiers Falls,” soon appears to the left of the trail, but you’ll need to traverse the hillside and carefully make your way across a loose talus slope for the best views. These tiered falls and lovely plunge pool are worth the side trip. A bit farther up the main trail, an obvious social trail leads to views of the long, streaming waters of “Pudding Plunge Falls.” The waterfall is partially hidden, and there’s no safe way to approach it for better views, but it’s still worth the short detour from the main trail. The next waterfall is enjoyed from the main trail: “Custard Cascades” is tucked into a deep defile, and the terrain is steep and loose, so again there is no safe way to reach the base. At about 2.5 miles the trail relents as you pass by Lower Ice Lake and enter Lower Ice Lake Basin. Above the high ridge of the basin, from left to right, southwest to northwest, the high peaks of Ice Lake Basin make their grand appearance: 13ers Beattie, Fuller, and Vermilion Peaks, the pointed tip of 13,780-foot Golden Horn, and ragged fin of 13,738-foot Pilot Knob. There are lakes above the basin too, and they feed the waterfalls that tumble down from the high cliffs all around you. To the north, “Island Lake Falls” streams through a V-shaped notch in the ridge. Continue on through fields of corn lilies, to “Ice Lake Falls” in the cliffs to the northwest. There’s a social trail here to the base of the falls, and it makes a good rest stop before the steep hike up to the next basin. Cross the creek and enjoy views of “Fuller Lake Falls” to the southwest. You’ll pass close by “Ice Lake Basin Falls,” tumbling into a deep crevice beside the trail, and continue on for views of the upper cascades in the hillside to the southwest. This is the toughest part of the hike, but just beyond the rise ahead, the hidden jewel of Ice Lake comes into view. Hike around the left side to view the final waterfall, where the small squirt of “Blue Meringue Falls” appears across the lake to the northwest. It’s fed by unnamed lakes from the west and serves as a final token of appreciation for your ascent to Ice Lake Basin.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and hike up switchbacks through the forest. Cross Clear Creek at 0.5 mile and hike up to the base of the falls.

			0.6Arrive at “Clear Creek Falls” (GPS: N37 48.657’ / W107 46.7’). Return to the main trail and continue to hike up switchbacks to a short spur, on right, overlooking the waterfall.

			1.1Arrive at the upper leaps of “Clear Creek Falls.” Return to the main trail and hike up.

			1.4Leave the main trail for a social trail, on left. Cross the hillside and loose talus to base of falls.

			1.5Arrive at “Mousse Tiers Falls” (GPS: N37 48.726’ / W 107 47.071’). Return to the main trail and hike up.

			1.7Leave the main trail for a social trail, on left.

			1.8Arrive at viewpoint for “Pudding Plunge Falls” (GPS: N37 48.728’ / W107 47.123’). Return to the main trail and continue up.

			2.1Arrive at viewpoint for “Custard Cascades” (GPS: N37 48.642’ / W107 47.263’). The terrain between trail and waterfall is very steep here, so view from the trail. Continue to hike up the main trail. More waterfalls come into view in Lower Ice Lake Basin, ahead. Hike past Lower Ice Lake, on left.

			3.2View “Island Lake Falls” in cliffs 0.3 mile to the right (north) of trail (GPS: N37 48.710’ / W107 47.930’). “Ice Lake Falls” and “Ice Lake Basin Falls” are also in view, ahead. Hike another 100 feet to view “Ice Lake Falls,” 0.2 mile ahead to the northwest (GPS: N37 48.695’ / W107 48.007’). Hike to the base, or continue on the trail. Cross the creek.

			3.3View of “Fuller Lake Falls” 0.3 mile to the southwest (GPS: N37 48.651’ / W107 48.165’). Continue up the increasingly steep, loose trail.

			3.4Arrive at “Ice Lake Basin Falls,” to the left of trail (GPS: N37 48.586’ / W107 48.189’). Continue up trail. Enjoy views of the upper cascades of “Fuller Lake Falls” and “Ice Lake Basin Falls,” along the hillside to the southwest. Social trail on left leads up to Fuller Lake, and more social trails lead to the hillside cascades. Stay right on main trail. Reach Ice Lake and continue around the left side of the lake.

			4.1Arrive at viewpoint for “Blue Meringue Falls” across the lake to the northwest (GPS: N37 48.771’ / W107 48.52’). Return the way you came, minus all the spurs to visit the waterfalls.

			7.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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			69 Cornet Falls

			Cornet Creek flows south to Telluride, and jumps a cliff in one single, lofty leap at Cornet Falls. Cotton candy–colored rock provides a unique backdrop for this lovely fall, just a short walk from town.

		

		
				Start: Jud Weibe Memorial Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: 0.5 mile out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,910 feet to 9,130 feet (+220 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt, scree, sand, and talus

				Restrictions: None posted; observe parking limits

				Amenities: Services in Telluride

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 76 A3; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Telluride

				County: San Miguel

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, (970) 874-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Telluride, take CO 145 (West Colorado Avenue) to Aspen Street and go north for 0.2 mile and park along the road. Walk about 200 feet to the end of the pavement and up a dirt road to the trailhead (GPS: N37 56.456’ / W107 48.75’).

			The Hike

			The hike to Cornet Falls is short, but crosses steep, slippery, hardpan slopes, and talus with water running through, so take your time—a trekking pole may come in handy. You’ll pass a bridge to the left, but continue straight ahead to the pink cliffs and brilliant spray of Cornet Falls. For a longer day out, return to the bridge and hike across it on the Jud Wiebe Trail (#432), then follow signs for a 3-mile loop hike through the mountainside northwest of Telluride.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Hike past the bridge on your left and continue up the trail along the right side of the creek.

			0.3Arrive at Cornet Falls (N37 56.594’ / W107 48.619’). Return the way you came.

			0.5Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Candy-colored cliffs provide a bright and whimsical backdrop at Cornet Falls.

			

		

	
		
			70 Bear Creek Falls (at Telluride)

			Bear Creek runs north from Lena Basin and into Bear Creek Canyon, south of Telluride. Cool waters slip down the cliff face and splash over red-brown rock in a translucent sheet of light and mist at Bear Creek Falls.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 69.

				Start: Bear Creek Road

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.6 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,800 feet to 9,800 feet (+1,000 feet)

				Trail surface: Gravel and dirt

				Restrictions: No motor vehicles allowed on trail

				Amenities: Services in Telluride

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 76 A3; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Telluride

				County: San Miguel

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, (970) 874-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300; Bear Creek Preserve, Telluride Parks and Recreation, (970) 728-2173

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Telluride, take CO 145 (West Colorado Avenue) and go south on South Pine Street and park on the street. You may have to pay to park, as it’s free only on Sunday and parking at the trailhead is reserved for residents of a housing complex. The trailhead is 0.2 mile from CO 145, at the end of South Pine Street and on the other side of a bridge over the San Miguel River, at unpaved Bear Creek Road (GPS: N37 56.061’ / W107 48.716’).

			The Hike

			The hike to Bear Creek Falls begins in town, and climbs steadily up an aspen-lined road south of Telluride, in the Bear Creek Preserve. Spruce and fir keep most of the hike in the shade, but you’ll soon have distant views of a waterfall cascade in the cliffs to the east, and mountaintops ahead. A faint, intermittent trail crosses the road and connects Bear Creek Trail with Bridal Veil Trail, and it’s marked with numerous cairns in the preserve. The route is used by trail runners in search of a longer outing, and mountaineers seeking the summits of several 12- and 13,000-foot peaks to the southeast. For your waterfall hike, ignore the cairns and stick to the road. Bear right at the fork, and continue past 12,804-foot Ballard Mountain to the east. Enjoy the rugged skyline ahead, broken by the summit of 13,661-foot Lookout Peak, and mountains south of Ophir Pass, and above Ice Lake Basin. You’ll pass the cutoff to Wasatch Trail and continue on to Bear Creek. Just before you reach the creek, look for a huge boulder straight ahead, and a narrow trail that rises up to the right and traverses the hillside. Hike up and along the rocky path. The falls come into full view.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Walk up the gravel road. Ignore the numerous cairns and social trails to the left of the road. Bear right at the fork in the road.

			2.0Reach the junction with Wasatch Trail on right. Remain on the main trail and continue toward the waterfall.

			2.1Just before the creek and a huge boulder alongside the trail, take the first social trail on your right that goes up.

			2.3Reach Bear Creek Falls (GPS: N37 54.363’ / W107 48.72’). Return the way you came.

			4.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Bear Creek splashes over red-brown rock in a sheet of light and mist at Bear Creek Falls.

			

		

	
		
			71 Ingram Falls and Bridal Veil Falls (at Telluride)

			Bridal Veil Creek flows northeast from Jackass Basin and plunges more than 300 feet at Bridal Veil Falls. Ingram Creek flows northwest from Ingram Basin and cascades hundreds of feet at Ingram Falls. The two waterfalls put on a dramatic show along the north slopes of 12,552-foot Ingram Peak, in Telluride.

		

		
				See the map on Hike 69.

				Start: FR 648

				Difficulty: Very easy for drive-up to Bridal Veil Falls; easy for hike to Ingram Falls; easy/moderate for hike to Bridal Veil Falls; moderate to top of falls

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour for roadside views of Bridal Veil Falls; 1 hour for Ingram Falls; 2 hours for Bridal Veil Falls; 3 hours for middle viewpoint of Ingram Falls and upper leaps of Bridal Veil Falls

				Distance: Bridal Veil Falls visible from roadside; 2.0 miles out and back for Ingram Falls; 3.2 miles out and back for Bridal Veil Falls; 3.8 miles out and back for middle viewpoint of Ingram Falls; 5.2 miles up and back to upper Bridal Veil Falls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,080 feet to 9,550 feet (+470 feet) for Ingram Falls; to 9,820 feet (+740 feet) for Bridal Veil Falls; to 9,950 feet (+870 feet) for midpoint view of Ingram Falls; to 10,310 feet (+1,230 feet) for upper leaps of Bridal Veil Falls

				Trail surface: Gravel road

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Services in Telluride

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 76 A3; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Telluride

				County: San Miguel

				Land status: Uncompahgre National Forest, (970) 874-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/gmug; Ouray Ranger District, (970) 240-5300

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Telluride, take CO 145 (West Colorado Avenue) east through town to where the pavement ends. Continue another 0.4 mile onto FR 648 and a parking area at the Bridal Veil Falls viewpoint (GPS: N37 55.71’ / W107 46.586’).

			The Hike

			There’s a road all the way up to the gate near the top of Bridal Veil Falls, so you can “drive” this hike if you like. The road is rugged though, and not recommended for passenger cars. If you hike it, you’ll get to see both falls from numerous viewpoints. Park at the bottom and hike up the road. You’ll cross the lower cascades of Ingram Falls early on, and then come to the bottom of Bridal Veil Falls. The waterfall here is popular with ice climbers, when the water is frozen and approachable. When it’s flowing, it’s nearly impossible to get close, as the spray is powerful and fills the basin with a soaking mist. Continue up the road to another viewpoint for Ingram Falls, where you’ll appreciate the many cascades and long plunge high above, which is often overlooked due to the waterfall’s proximity to the more spectacular and famous Bridal Veil Falls. Climb the road and enjoy more views of Bridal Veil Falls to the side of the road, and blue-green lakes far below. The Smuggler-Union Hydroelectric Power Plant sits near the top of the falls, providing Telluride residents with about a quarter of their electricity. There is a lot of private property around the plant, so mind the fences and the signs, proceed with caution, and enjoy views of the upper leaps from a safe distance.

		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead, located at the lower parking area.

			1.0Arrive at Ingram Falls (GPS: N37 55.427’ / W107 46.187’). The waterfall cascades above, beneath, and below the trail.

			1.6Arrive at Bridal Veil Falls (GPS: N37 55.206’ / W107 46.229’). A social trail leads to the base of the falls, but unless the water is frozen you will get soaked on it.

			1.8At the switchback right, take a short spur trail to views of upper Ingram Falls, above.

			1.9Arrive at midpoint of Ingram Falls (GPS: N37 55.375’ / W107 45.987’), above and below. Return to the main trail.

			2.5Reach the gate and proceed on road. Stay off private property.

			2.6View upper cascade of Bridal Veil Falls (GPS: N37 55.099’ / W107 46.191’). Return the way you came.

			5.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Bridal Veil Falls is the tallest free-falling waterfall in the state, and popular with ice climbers.
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				Ingram Falls puts on a dramatic show on the northern slopes of Ingram Peak, in Telluride.

			

		

	
		
			72 Navajo Trail Waterfalls

			“West Dolores River Falls,” “Kilpacker Creek Falls,” and “Navajo Basin Falls”

			Navajo Trail provides access to three of Colorado’s 14,000-foot peaks, but three trailside waterfalls and a lake at the top make this hike a fine day trip or backpack, even without the peaks. The first two falls lie just below the trail in a shady hideaway, and are fed by West Dolores River from the north, and Kilpacker Creek from the east. The third waterfall, “Navajo Basin Falls,” starts at the western edge of Navajo Basin and tumbles more than 100 feet along the West Dolores River and the northwest slopes of 14,159-foot El Diente Peak.

		

		
				Start: Navajo Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy/moderate for “West Dolores River Falls” and “Kilpacker Creek Falls”; strenuous for all 3 waterfalls and Navajo Lake

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours for “West Dolores River Falls” and “Kilpacker Creek Falls”; 7 hours for all 3 waterfalls and Navajo Lake

				Distance: 3.4 miles out and back for “West Dolores River Falls;” 3.6 miles out and back for “Kilpacker Creek Falls”; 9.9 miles out and back for all 3 waterfalls and Navajo Lake

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 9,330 feet to 9,780 feet (+450 feet) for “West Dolores River Falls” and “Kilpacker Creek Falls”; to 11,000 feet (+1,670 feet) for Navajo Basin Falls and to 11,140 feet (+1,810 feet) for Navajo Lake

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, and deadfall

				Restrictions: No bicycles and no campfires; dogs must be on leash; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; services in Rico and Telluride

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 76 B1; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Dolores Peak

				County: Dolores

				Land status: San Juan National Forest, (970) 247-4874, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan; Dolores Public Lands Office, (970) 882-7296; Lizard Head Wilderness, www.wilderness.net

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From West Colorado Avenue in Telluride, take CO 145 South for 17.4 miles, over Lizard Head Pass, and turn right onto unpaved Dunton Road (CR 38 / FR 535). Drive 7.3 miles, past Kilpacker Trailhead, and turn right toward Navajo Trailhead. Continue 0.1 mile to parking at the trailhead (N37 48.302’ / W108 3.793’).

		

		
			The Hike

			Navajo Basin sits at the base of a collection of peaks informally known as “The Wilsons,” comprising El Diente Peak, 14,017-foot Wilson Peak, and 14,246-foot Mount Wilson. Mountaineers travel Navajo Trail to access the peaks, so expect to share the trail—and backcountry camping at Navajo Lake—especially during the busy summer season. This is a beautiful hike no matter how far you go, so if the entire distance is too much for you just pick your turnaround point and enjoy the trail. You’ll hike along the West Dolores River for much of the way, first through the forest and then through meadows of wildflower and corn lilies. At about a mile, 13,290-foot Dolores Peak comes into view to the west, and El Diente appears to the north. You’ll soon hear the first waterfall, “West Dolores River Falls,” and catch glimpses of it ahead. There’s a well-worn social trail to the right that leads down to the river and the base of the falls. The second waterfall, “Kilpacker Creek Falls,” is here too, but a bit more difficult to reach. You’ll need to cross West Dolores River on a log and bushwhack up the left (north) side of Kilpacker Creek, but it’s a short distance to a lovely fall, and worth the effort. Return to the main trail, and continue up to the next waterfall. “Navajo Basin Falls” appears in the mountainside to the right, and is seldom visited, so you may have to look hard for the social and game trails marking your path. If the route is overgrown, head for the base of the falls. From the lower leaps, work your way up the cliffs and through light brush and deadfall to view the middle and upper leaps. The distance from base to the top of the waterfalls is short, but your hike will be longer due to all the maneuvering you may have to do to ascend the steep cliffs safely. Stay clear of the edges just above the river, as there is some exposure and the water runs fast. Most people only see this waterfall from a distance—from the trail, or from Kilpacker Basin—so this is a good chance to appreciate the many leaps that make up its impressive size and power. You can return the way you came, but because you’ve come all this way it only makes sense to head north to get back onto Navajo Trail, and continue up to Navajo Lake.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead. Walk past the junction with “Groundhog Trail” and continue on Navajo Trail with the river to your left.

			0.2Pass a bridge on your left (part of the Groundhog Trail) and stay on main trail. Enter the Lizard Head Wilderness.

			0.8Cross the bridge to your left over the West Dolores River.

			1.7Leave the main trail and descend a steep social trail to the right. Arrive at “West Dolores River Falls” (GPS: N37 49.41’ / W108 3.114’), on left. Then go right, cross the river on logs and branches, and follow a faint trail to the left of Kilpacker Creek.

			1.8Arrive at “Kilpacker Creek Falls” (GPS: N37 49.385’ / W108 3.072’). Return to the main trail.

			2.4Pass the junction with the Kilpacker Trail on right, and stay straight on the Navajo Trail.

			3.6Leave the main trail and head for the falls, visible in the cliffs to the right. Use social trails and game trails here and work your way through the light brush toward the falls.

			4.2Arrive at lower leaps of “Navajo Basin Falls” (GPS: N37 50.693’ / W108 2.142’). Hike up the left side of the river, staying clear of wet or soft edges.

			4.3Arrive at middle leaps of “Navajo Basin Falls” (GPS: N37 50.705’ / W108 2.108’). Continue to the top of the falls.

			4.4Arrive at upper leaps of “Navajo Basin Falls” (GPS: N37 50.721’ / W108 2.079’). Return the way you came for an 8.8-mile out-and-back hike. Alternatively, go north for 0.1 mile to pick up the main trail and hike right (east) to the lake.

			5.0Arrive at Navajo Lake (GPS: N37 50.852’ / W108 1.703’). Return via Navajo Trail.

			9.9Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Hike the many leaps of “Navajo Basin Falls” to appreciate its impressive size and power.

			

		

	
		
			Western Colorado
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				“Middle Dominguez Falls” pours through a scenic viewing area in a series of leaps and cascades, hike 73. Photo by Stewart M. Green.

			

		

	
		
			73 Big Dominguez Canyon Waterfalls

			“Lower Dominguez Falls,” “Middle Dominguez Falls,” and Big Dominguez Falls

			Big Dominguez Creek sweeps through Big Dominguez Canyon and tumbles its waters in three distinctive falls. The first waterfall you’ll see, “Lower Dominguez Falls,” slides over slickrock in a wide and frothy sheet and splashes into a pool below the trail, while the second waterfall, “Middle Dominguez Falls,” pours through a scenic viewing area in a series of four horsetail leaps and cascades. The final waterfall, Big Dominguez Falls, is tucked into the creek bed among vertical rock walls below the trail. Here, the creek drops abruptly over south-facing slabs in a fantastical sparkling horsetail spray. A plunge pool and a convenient, flat rock at the base provide a delightful, private setting, interrupted only occasionally by passersby on the trail above the falls.

		

		
				Start: Bridgeport Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy/moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours for “Lower Dominguez Falls”; 3 hours for “Middle Dominguez Falls”; 4 hours for Big Dominguez Falls

				Distance: 3.6 miles out and back for “Lower Dominguez Falls”; 5.6 miles out and back for “Middle Dominguez Falls”; 6.2 miles out and back for Big Dominguez Falls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 4,720 feet to 4,750 feet (+30 feet) for “Lower Dominguez Falls”; to 4,890 feet (+170 feet) for “Middle Dominguez Falls”; to 4,920 feet (+200 feet) for base of Big Dominguez Falls; to 4,950 feet (+230 feet) for top of Big Dominguez Falls

				Trail surface: Gravel, dirt, and sand

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motor vehicles; campers must carry in personal potties for waste removal, and use fire pans for campfires

				Amenities: Backcountry camping; trailhead porta-potty; services in Grand Junction and Delta

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 55 B6; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Dominguez, Triangle Mesa

				County: Mesa

				Land status: Bureau of Land Management–Grand Junction Field Office, (970) 244-3000, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo.html; Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area, www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/denca.html; Dominguez Canyon Wilderness, www.wilderness.net

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From the intersection of US 50 and CO 141 in Grand Junction, take US 50 east toward Delta/Montrose. Drive 20.0 miles and turn right (west) onto gravel Bridgeport Road, and into the Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area. Go 3.3 miles to the end of the road and parking. Do not block the gate at the entrance to the trailhead (GPS: N38 50.947’ / W108 22.340’).

		

		
			The Hike

			Begin at the gravel road on property owned by the Union Pacific Railroad, and observe the warnings posted about the dangers on the tracks and on the trains. Follow the Gunnison River to your right, and cross the tracks at the designated crossing. You’ll soon leave the tracks and the river behind, as you cross a good footbridge and take the Bridgeport Trail into Big Dominguez Canyon. Here, the true beauty of the Uncompahgre Plateau reveals itself in deep canyons and wide arroyos, dotted with rabbit and sagebrush, pinon juniper, prickly pear cactus, and cottonwood trees. The invasive tamarisk is here too, and wildlife may be spotted along the trail. Just 0.1 mile past the Dominguez Canyon Wilderness boundary, you’ll reach “Lower Dominguez Falls.” Formed by a diversion dam, it drops about 20 feet below the trail and may be observed from above. Stay clear of the down-sloping rock around the edges, and stand even farther back if the slabs are wet or icy. Continue along the trail to a wide open area and the junction of Little Dominguez Canyon and Big Dominguez Canyon. Here, the trail fades and wanders, and you’ll bear right, to the southwest, to pick up the good trail into Big Dominguez Canyon. Soon you’ll hear the second fall, “Middle Dominguez Falls,” and it will come into view to the left of the trail. You may want to spend some time here, enjoying the picture-perfect setting and playful splatter of the cascades. Return to the trail and continue about 0.1 mile, where you’ll leave the main trail for a social trail to the left that climbs a short rise, drops to the creek bed, and crosses the creek. If conditions allow, follow the trail to a viewpoint across from Big Dominguez Falls, and carefully descend to the base. You may want to wade up the creek itself for the best vantage point—use your best judgment and extreme care, and don’t descend to the creek at all if conditions are icy or the water is high or swift-moving. To view the falls from above, return to the main trail and continue for 0.2 mile to great slabs of rock to the left, overlooking Big Dominguez Falls. Stay clear of wet, icy, or down-sloping slabs, as it’s a long way down to the base. Do not attempt to reach the base of the falls directly from the top, or the top from the base, but rather use the trails. For a longer outing, continue on to view the many ancient petroglyphs that adorn the rocks along the trail.

			The hike to Big Dominguez Canyon Waterfalls lies within a geologic unconformity, with long periods of time missing from the rock layers. There are slabs of hundreds-of-millions-year-old Proterozoic rock and Triassic Chinle Formation at the base. Wingate Sandstone cliffs rise 100 feet above the canyon floor, mahogany-stained in gleaming black manganese and red iron oxides—or “desert varnish”—and capped by salmon-colored Kayenta Sandstone. The hike is beautiful, unique, and exposed to sunlight for the entire distance, with only occasional opportunities for shade alongside bluffs or boulders. Bring plenty of water and sun protection  and avoid the hike completely on days of extreme temperatures. You’ll also want to bring a trekking pole and water shoes for this hike, in the event that conditions are safe enough to cross the creek and access the base of Big Dominguez Falls. If you choose to extend your hike to view the petroglyphs, bring a camera for pictures, and leave nothing behind to mar the history or the beauty of this area.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and follow the gravel road along the railroad tracks.

			0.3Cross tracks at the designated crossing and continue on the road.

			1.0Turn right and cross the second bridge over the Gunnison River, then continue hiking up the trail along the right side of the river.

			1.7Bear right away from the river and toward the kiosk, and enter Big Dominguez Canyon. Cross into Dominguez Canyon Wilderness boundary at the gate.

			1.8Reach “Lower Dominguez Falls” (GPS: N38 49.725’ / W108 22.813’). Continue on trail.

			2.4Reach the junction of Little Dominguez Canyon and Big Dominguez Canyon. Bear right (southwest) to continue into Big Dominguez Canyon.

			2.8Reach “Middle Dominguez Falls” (GPS: N38 49.127’ / W108 23.104’). Continue on trail.

			2.9Leave the main trail for a social trail to left, hike over ridge and down to creek bed. Cross creek and continue on social trail with the creek on your right.

			3.1Arrive at the base of Big Dominguez Falls (GPS: N38 49.024’ / W108 23.369’).

			3.1Alternatively, you can stay on the main trail to reach the top of the falls, located to the left of the trail (GPS: N38 49.070’ / W108 23.332’). Do not attempt to reach the top of the falls directly from the base, or the base from the top. Use the trails. Return the way you came.

			6.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Big Dominguez Falls drops abruptly over slabs in a fantastical horsetail spray. Photo by Stewart M. Green.
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				“Lower Dominguez Falls” slides over slickrock and splashes into a pool below the trail. Photo by Stewart M. Green.

			

		

	
		
			74 No Thoroughfare Canyon Waterfalls

			“Pool Fall,” “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall,” and “No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall”

			Three falls lie, like hidden treasures, deep within No Thoroughfare Canyon at the Colorado National Monument. No Thoroughfare Canyon Creek has carved out a punchbowl from solid rock at the first fall, “Pool Fall,” and many visitors opting for an easy hike choose to make this their turnaround point. Less than a mile farther up the trail, the creek drops over a vertical wall for more than 100 feet in a plunge, a sheet, or a ribbon—depending on the water flow—and forms a plunge pool at the base at “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall.” Punchbowls adorn the rock above these falls, and even farther up the trail, “No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall” tumbles more than 200 feet in a two-tiered horsetail into another plunge pool.

		

		
				Start: Devil’s Kitchen Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy for “Pool Fall”; moderate for “First Waterfall” and “Second Waterfall”

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours for “Pool Fall”; 3 hours for “First Waterfall”; 4 hours for “Second Waterfall”

				Distance: 2.2 miles out and back for “Pool Fall”; 3.8 miles out and back for “First Waterfall”; 6.2 miles out and back for “Second Waterfall”

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 5,020 feet to 5,070 feet (+50 feet) for “Pool Fall”; to 5,260 feet (+240 feet) for “First Waterfall”; to 5,630 feet (+610 feet) for “Second Waterfall”

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area; no pets, no bicycles, no campfires, and no alcohol allowed on the trail

				Amenities: Vault toilets and picnic tables at nearby Devil’s Kitchen Picnic Area; backcountry camping with permit; visitor center, bookstore, and campsites located about 4 miles of the west entrance to the monument; many interpretive signs and overlooks throughout the park; services in Grand Junction

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 42 E4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Colorado National Monument

				County: Mesa

				Land status: Colorado National Monument, (970) 858-3617 ext. 360, www.nps.gov/colm

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-70 in Grand Junction, take exit 31 (Horizon Drive) and follow signs to the east entrance of Colorado National Monument. Or, from the intersection of Grand Avenue and North 1st Street in Grand Junction, take Grand Avenue West for 0.9 mile and turn left on Monument Road. Drive 3.5 miles to the entrance gate to Colorado National Monument, then drive 0.3 mile to parking at the trailhead on the left side of the road (GPS: N39 01.904’ / W108 37.840’).

		

		
			The Hike

			From the trailhead, follow the signs for No Thoroughfare Canyon Trail as it travels southwest into the canyon. The first waterfall, “Pool Fall,” is easily reached on a well-worn path. From there, the trail climbs steeply up log steps and goes over a rise and down the other side, before climbing again to the next fall, “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall.” This is the most scenic of the three falls, and the end of the nice trail. If you choose to continue, climb the steep, loose path to the right, taking care not to dislodge rocks onto other hikers below you. Trekking poles come in handy on this section, for balance and braking, especially for your hike back down. At the top of the falls, there are creek-carved punchbowls in the rock to the left of the trail. Continue across the rock slabs along the right side of these punchbowls, keeping the creek to your left, and rejoin the dirt trail. There are several social trails that climb the cliffs to your right, but they lead nowhere and you should avoid them. Rather, follow the creek in its southwest journey to the next fall, “No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall,” your turnaround point.

			For a much longer and more difficult outing, climb past the last waterfall on the loose, rugged, unmaintained trail for an additional 5.4 miles to the upper trailhead. An out-and-back hike of the entire canyon is roughly 16.6 miles, so prepare accordingly, or consider a car shuttle to return you to the original trailhead, rather than hiking back down.

			The hike through the canyon offers a lot of sun, with intermittent shade provided by Fremont cottonwood trees, and temperatures can get extremely high. Bring plenty of sun protection and a liter of water for every 2 miles you plan to hike. If weather threatens, stay out completely, as lightning and flash floods can strike quickly. You will likely see collared lizards darting about among the rocks along the trail, so keep your eyes open and your camera at the ready.

			The geology of Colorado National Monument is distinct and scenic, the result of millions of years of erosion on sedimentary rock. Avoid contact with biological soil crust on the ground, and potholes atop the sandstone, as both provide a habitat and breeding ground for tiny organisms and are critical to the survival of species found here. Rather, stick to the trails and the roadways that twist and turn throughout the park.

			The hiking trails through Colorado National Monument are lined with high cliffs and crags of colorful sandstone. It’s a popular area for rock climbers, and the park’s original caretaker, John Otto, built many of the trails through the park, and pioneered routes on some of the rock formations in the early 1900s. If you take 23-mile Rim Rock Drive through the park, stop at the many viewpoints, including Independence Monument Overlook, where an interpretive sign features Mr. Otto climbing “Otto’s Route” on the 450-foot-high rock tower. A modern-day climber is featured on the sign as well—the author of this book—making her way up to the capstone of Independence Monument. The monument itself lies beyond the sign, rising high from Monument Canyon on the eastern edge of the Colorado Plateau.

		

		
			[image: 366835.jpg]
		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.1Trail junction—go right onto No Thoroughfare Canyon Trail.

			0.3Trail junction—go right to stay on No Thoroughfare Canyon Trail.

			0.4Cross wash and turn right (signed) to rejoin trail.

			1.1Reach “Pool Fall” (GPS: N39 1.411’ / W108 38.454’). Take trail to the right with sign for “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall.”

			1.9Reach “No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall” (GPS: N39 1.054’ / W108 38.973’). Ascend unmaintained trail to right and continue to follow the creek.

			2.0View punchbowls to your left, above the falls. Cross slabs, with creek to your left, to rejoin trail. Do not go up the steep social trails to the right—stay along the creek.

			3.1Reach “No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall” (GPS: N39 00.676’ / W108 39.604’). Return the way you came.

			6.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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			The Northwest
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				Coyote Trail offers unique views of the flowing waters of Rifle Falls, hike 75.

			

		

	
		
			75 Rifle Falls

			Limestone cliffs rise 70 feet above the trail at Rifle Falls State Park, providing a lofty ledge for three dramatic leaps at Rifle Falls. This segmented plunge, fed by East Rifle Creek, is an ostentatious show of waterfall wonder and not to be missed on your hiking tour of Colorado’s best falls.

		

		
				Start: Coyote Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour to base of falls and for Coyote Trail

				Distance: Less than 0.2 mile out and back to base of falls; 0.7-mile loop for Coyote Trail

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: Minimal to base of falls; 6,510 feet to 6,610 feet (+100 feet) to top of falls on Coyote Trail

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, paved walk, and boardwalk

				Restrictions: Fee area; bring cash or check for the self-serve kiosk in case there is no attendant at the gate; pets allowed on 6-foot leash maximum

				Amenities: Wheelchair access to base of falls; RV and tent camping by permit; restrooms and picnic areas with grills; trailside benches and interpretive signs; Rifle Gap State Park Visitor Center located 4 miles south of Rifle Falls State Park on CO 325; services in Rifle

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 34 D4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Rifle Falls

				County: Garfield

				Land status: Rifle Falls State Park, (970) 625-1607, www.parks.state.co.us/parks/riflefalls

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Rifle, take Railroad Avenue north and bear right onto CO 13 North. Go 2.0 miles and turn right onto CO 325 North. Drive 9.6 miles to Rifle Falls State Park, on right. The parking lot and trailhead are at the end of the paved road through the park (GPS: N39 40.580’ / W107 41.955’).

			The Hike

			From the parking lot, begin at the sign for Mountain Mist Amphitheater Falls and Caves. The first section of trail is wide, well graded, and wheelchair accessible all the way to the base of the falls. Follow the creekside paved walkway for a closer look. Return to the trail, cross the bridge, and continue to the Coyote Trail, on your left. The trail wraps around limestone caves, then goes up and over them. Here, the trail turns to boardwalk with several small platforms looking out over the falls. Finish the loop by hiking down the steep trail on dirt and steps to the parking lot. Alternatively, near the end of the loop continue along the trail as it wraps around the cliffs and rises to a lookout point directly beneath one of the falls. Expect to get wet! You can return to the Coyote Trail and exit near the parking lot, or continue straight down another trail section and steps, to the base of the falls.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the parking lot and walk up the wide trail to view Rifle Falls to left of trail. Follow paved walkway along the creek for a closer look (GPS: N39 40 642’ / W107 41.906’). Return to main trail, and continue to Coyote Trail sign.

			0.1Turn left onto Coyote Trail.

			0.5Reach the top of the falls. Continue on trail down to the parking lot. Alternatively, take a detour to a viewpoint beneath the falls. This will add 0.2 mile to your hike.

			0.7Reach the end of the Coyote Trail loop.
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				Limestone cliffs provide a lofty ledge for three dramatic leaps at Rifle Falls.

			

		

	
		
			76 Bridal Veil Falls (at Hanging Lake)

			The East and West Forks of Dead Horse Creek topple south into Glenwood Canyon, leaping off moss-covered rock in two bridal veil plunges at Hanging Lake. The hike is steep, but the reward is mesmerizing: an emerald pool, a tropical scene, a cliffside hidden gem at Bridal Veil Falls.

		

		
				Start: Hanging Lake Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 2 hours

				Distance: 3.6 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 6,120 feet to 7,500 feet (+1,380 feet)

				Trail surface: Paved, dirt, and rocks

				Restrictions: No dogs or bicycles on Hanging Lake Trail

				Amenities: Restrooms and picnic tables; services in Glenwood Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 35 E8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Shoshone

				County: Garfield

				Land status: White River National Forest, (970) 945-2521, www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver; Eagle–Holy Cross Ranger District, (970) 827-5715

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-70 East in Glenwood Springs, drive 9 miles and take exit 125 for Hanging Lake.

			There is no direct exit to Hanging Lake from the westbound lane of I-70. Rather, take exit 121 for Grizzly Creek, go 0.2 mile and turn left to merge onto I-70 East, then drive 3.8 miles to exit 125 for Hanging Lake. Note that there is no re-entry to I-70 East from Hanging Lake; rather, you will have to take the interstate west to exit 121 (Grizzly Creek) to get back onto I-70 East. Parking is located 0.4 mile from the Hanging Lake exit (GPS: N39 35.361’ / W107 11.406’).

			The Hike

			This is a popular hike, and parking is limited, but if you go early enough you’ll likely get a parking spot and perhaps even have the falls to yourself for a bit. Begin on a paved walkway along the north side of the Colorado River, and head northeast to Hanging Lake Trail. Leave the walkway and turn left up the winding trail that climbs through the canyon. You will gain nearly 1,400 feet in elevation on this relatively short trail, so expect some steep portions. Thankfully, there are switchbacks and steps to ease the way, along with eight bridges to cross, some makeshift trailside benches where you can rest, and many small cascade, slide, and horsetail falls to enjoy along the path. Don’t be misled by the mile markers along the trail: At the 0.5-mile marker you have actually traveled 1 full mile from the parking lot; at the 0.75-mile marker you’ve gone 1.3 miles, and at the 1-mile marker you’ve covered 1.6 miles. The final section of the trail climbs stone steps along an exposed cliff where there is a railing and views to the east. Continue up to the boardwalk and plenty of seating to rest your weary self and soak in the scenery at Hanging Lake and Bridal Veil Falls. For a slightly longer outing, return to the trail and turn right up the spur trail to Spouting Rock, a cliffside bonus fall on your waterfall hike.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin on the paved walk at the end of the parking lot. Colorado River is to your right.

			0.4Leave sidewalk and hike up Hanging Lake Trail, on left.

			0.7Junction with Dead Horse Trail (#1851) on right—go straight to stay on Hanging Lake Trail (#1850).

			1.7Reach the boardwalk and many seating areas from which to view the falls.

			1.8End of boardwalk and closest viewing area at Bridal Veil Falls (GPS: N39 36.08’ / W107 11.46’). Return the way you came.

			3.6Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				A tropical scene, an emerald pool, and a cliff-side hidden gem await you at Bridal Veil Falls.

			

		

	
		
			Northern Colorado
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				Booth Creek Falls cuts through a trailside chasm in a frothy horsetail waterfall, hike 77.

			

		

	
		
			77 Booth Creek Falls

			South of the Gore Range, snowmelt and rainfall slip down mountainsides and pool in scenic lakes, then careen into Vail Valley and Gore Creek. On high, Booth Lake flows into Booth Creek, pours over rock in a long cascade, and cuts through a trailside chasm in a frothy horsetail at Booth Creek Falls.

		

		
				Start: Booth Lake Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.0 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,460 feet to 9,750 feet (+1,290 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rock

				Restrictions: No bicycles or motorized vehicles; dogs must be on leash; no overnight parking at the trailhead; backcountry camping at least 100 feet from streams, lakes, and trails; camp stoves recommended and fires are prohibited at and above timberline; limit group sizes to 15 people

				Amenities: Services in Vail

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 37 D8; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Vail East

				County: Eagle

				Land status: White River National Forest, (970) 945-2521, www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver; Eagle–Holy Cross Ranger District, (970) 827-5715; Eagles Nest Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From I-70 West in Vail, take exit 180 and turn right onto Big Horn Road, then left onto Frontage Road. Drive 0.8 mile and turn right on Booth Falls Road.

			From the eastbound lane of I-70, take exit 176, keep left, and at the traffic circle take the 3rd exit onto Frontage Road. Go 3.0 miles and turn right onto Booth Falls Road.

			Drive 0.2 mile on Booth Falls Road to parking at the end of the road. The trailhead is at the closed gate (GPS: N39 39.053’ / W106 19.265’).

			The Hike

			The hike to Booth Creek Falls is a steady climb, so take your time and enjoy the views. You’ll pass into Eagles Nest Wilderness and cross an aspen forest, where 12,136-foot Bald Mountain appears to the north. The trail crosses several avalanche paths, so winter and spring travel should be prefaced with that in mind. At the 1.8-mile mark, there is a trail sign where you’ll begin the final push, and the steepest part of the hike. The falls announce their presence soon, and there is a rocky perch just off the trail that makes for a fine viewpoint. You may continue farther up the trail for more views of the falls, and down social trails for a closer look, but take care as the creek bed here is steep and unforgiving. For a longer outing, continue on the trail for another 2.4 miles to Booth Lake and views of the rugged Gore Range.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.2Enter Eagles Nest Wilderness and continue on trail.

			1.8Pass trail sign on left and switchback to the right and then up steep trail.

			2.0Cut off trail to rocky overlook of Booth Creek Falls (GPS: N39 40.348’ / W106 18.680’). Return the way you came.

			4.0Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

	
		
			78 Fish Creek Waterfalls

			Fish Creek Falls and “Upper Fish Creek Falls”

			A paved overlook and down-and-up hike offer several views of the many tiers and segments of Fish Creek Falls. Short, easy hikes will delight every visitor, but the most breathtaking views lie at the upper leaps, more than 1,000 feet higher on the Fish Creek Falls National Recreation Trail.

		

		
				Start: Fish Creek Falls Overlook Trailhead and Fish Creek Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy for hikes to overlook and to base of Fish Creek Falls; moderate for hike to “Upper Fish Creek Falls” or to combine the overlook, falls, and upper falls in a loop

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour for hikes to overlook and to base of falls; 3 hours for hike to upper falls or to combine all three in a loop

				Distance: 0.6 mile out and back to falls overlook; 0.6 mile out and back to base of falls; 1.0 mile to combine hikes to overlook and to base of falls in a loop; 4.4 miles out and back to upper falls; 5.0 miles to combine hikes to overlook, base of falls, and upper falls in a loop

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 7,530 feet to 7,550 feet (+20 feet) to falls overlook; 7,550 feet to 7,420 feet (–130 feet) to base of falls; 7,550 feet to 8,680 feet (+1,130 feet) to upper falls

				Trail surface: Paved and wheelchair accessible to overlook; paved and dirt to base of falls; dirt and rocks to upper falls

				Restrictions: Fee area, day use only, bring check or cash for self-service pay station; no bicycles allowed on paved trail and must be walked 0.25 mile past the bridge on the hiking trail; dogs must be on leash of 6 feet maximum length; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Vault toilets, potable water, benches, picnic area, interpretive signs, and bicycle rack, wheelchair access to overlook; services in Steamboat Springs

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 26 A4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Steamboat Springs

				County: Routt

				Land status: Fish Creek Falls Recreation Area, Routt National Forest, (307) 745-2300, www.fs.usda.gov/mbr; Hahns Peak/Bears Ears Ranger District, (970) 870-2299

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: In Steamboat Springs, take US 40 (Lincoln Avenue) to 3rd Street. Go north on 3rd Street for 0.1 mile and take the first right onto Fish Creek Falls Road. Follow Fish Creek Falls Road for 2.8 miles to the Fish Creek Falls Recreation Area pay station, and then continue 0.2 mile to the upper parking lot. The trailheads for the Fish Creek Falls Overlook (GPS: N40 28.905’ / W106 46.608’) and the hike to “Upper Fish Creek Falls” (GPS: N40 28.9’ / W106 46.573’) are located here.

		

		
			The Hike

			The Overlook Trail is a short, kid-friendly way to enjoy awesome views of an impressive waterfall. There are lots of signs to read, and if you packed a lunch you can make an afternoon of it at tables just off the trail or at the picnic area. For a slightly longer outing, drop even lower on the trail, past the picnic area, to the base of the waterfall at a footbridge over Fish Creek. Be sure to bring a camera, as the long plunge, shimmering in the sunlight, makes for a picture-perfect backdrop for your family outing. To reach “Upper Fish Creek Falls,” you can continue from the footbridge, or start your hike at the Fish Creek Falls Trailhead, located at the eastern edge of the parking lot. From the footbridge, the Fish Creek Falls National Recreation Trail ascends steeply through the forest, along the south side of the creek. Pass through shady groves of aspen and fir, and then cross a second footbridge to the north side of the creek. The trail grows faint here and crosses over rocky slabs, but listen for the roar of the falls and you’ll find them, just over a rise ahead. The top leap plunges over the hillside and collapses in multiple segments that pool and funnel through the rock, then drop off into the abyss. This is one of those waterfalls that might take you by surprise with its power and beauty. Sit for a while and enjoy it.
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			Miles and Directions

			Easy hike to falls overlook with option to base of falls

			0.0Begin at the overlook trailhead, located at the edge of the parking lot. Walk the paved trail to the overlook, and enjoy interpretive signs along the way.

			0.3Arrive at Fish Creek Falls Overlook (GPS: N40 28.942’ / W106 46.386’). Return the way you came. Alternatively, you can backtrack to a paved trail that drops down to your left to restrooms and a picnic area. From there you can turn left onto the unpaved Recreation Trail and continue to the base of the falls, and then continue on the rocky trail to the upper falls.

			0.6Arrive back at the trailhead.

			Hike to base of Fish Creek Falls and to “Upper Fish Creek Falls”

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and hike down the trail. Pass cutoffs to restrooms, picnic area, and overlook.

			0.3Arrive at the first bridge and the base of Fish Creek Falls (GPS: N40 28.922’ / W106 46.365’). You can turn around here and return to the trailhead, or continue across the bridge and up the trail to reach the upper falls.

			1.7Cross the second bridge over Fish Creek.

			2.2Arrive at “Upper Fish Creek Falls” (GPS: N40 28.526’ / W106 45.059’). Return the way you came.

			4.4Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				A paved overlook and a short hike offer several views of the many tiers of Fish Creek Falls.

			

		

	
		
			79 Big Creek Falls

			Big Creek Lakes attracts boaters, hunters, hikers, and fishermen from Colorado and nearby Wyoming, and the wetlands here attract a variety of wildlife. Big Creek pours through the nearby wilderness and tosses its waters over calico slabs at Big Creek Falls.

		

		
				Start: Seven Lakes Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy/moderate

				Approximate hiking time: 3 hours

				Distance: 4.8 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 9,020 feet to 9,180 feet (+160 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, and boardwalk

				Restrictions: Fee area; dogs must be on voice command or on leash; observe wilderness regulations

				Amenities: Campsites, vault toilets, and potable water at Big Creek Lakes Campground; backcountry camping at your own risk due to beetle-kill activity; services in Walden

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 17 B5; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Pearl, Davis Peak

				County: Jackson

				Land status: Routt National Forest, (307) 745-2300, www.fs.usda.gov/mbr; Parks Ranger District, (970) 723-2700; Mount Zirkel Wilderness Area, www.wilderness.net

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Walden, take CO 125 north for 9 miles to Cowdrey and turn left (west) onto CR 6W at the sign for Big Creek Lakes. Drive 18.7 miles on CR 6W (note that CR 6W is unpaved at 5.2 miles, and winter maintenance ends at 11.6 miles) and turn left onto Big Creek Lakes Road (CR 6A / FSR 600). Drive 4.9 miles on Big Creek Lakes Road, then bear left at the sign for Big Creek Lakes. Go 0.7 mile to an intersection and continue straight, past the lakes on your left, and through the campground on CR 6C for 0.7 more mile, then bear left to parking at the trailhead (GPS: N40 55.88’ / W106 37.193’).

			The Hike

			This waterfall lies near a remote campground 10 miles south of the Wyoming border, so you may want to turn your hike into an overnight trip with other activities to make the most of the long drive. Watch for moose and other animals around the lakes, and if you camp, stay clear of dead trees. Seven Lakes Trailhead is located at the far end of Big Creek Lakes Campground, and Big Creek Trail starts here. The trail follows along the west side of the lakes, through marshy wetlands and past beaver ponds. Trailside lodgepole pine trees have been decimated by pine beetle in recent years, and logged for safety, and the wettest sections of trail have boardwalks laid across to keep you high and dry. Red Elephant Mountain, at 11,589 feet, appears to the southwest, while other peaks hover beyond, in the Park Range of Mount Zirkel Wilderness. The trail reaches a junction and the left fork goes to Upper Big Creek Lake, but you’ll go right and continue past the lake and eventually enter the wilderness area. At this point the waterfall is audible and visible too, in the trees ahead. The waters have carved a plunge pool in the forest, where they churn and swirl before heading north to Big Creek Lakes.

		

		
			[image: 368387.jpg]
		

		
			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and take Big Creek Trail through marshes and cleared beetle-killed trees.

			1.2Reach the signed trail junction and go right toward Big Creek Falls.

			2.3Enter the Mount Zirkel Wilderness and leave the main trail for a social trail down to the falls.

			2.4Arrive at Big Creek Falls (GPS: N40 54.54’ / W106 38.231’). Return the way you came.

			4.8Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Big Creek pours through the wilderness and tosses its waters over calico slabs at Big Creek Falls.

			

		

	
		
			80 Poudre Falls

			The Cache La Poudre River carves a deep runnel, south to north, through Poudre Canyon. Much of the roadside land here is private, but a small pullout allows for views of the rushing leaps and gushing cascades at Poudre Falls.

		

		
				Start: Poudre Falls Overlook, CO 14

				Difficulty: Very easy

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour

				Distance: Roadside

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: Minimal; falls are just below the road

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: None posted

				Amenities: Limited services on CO 14, full services in Walden and Fort Collins

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 18 D4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Boston Peak

				County: Larimer

				Land status: Roosevelt National Forest, (970) 295-6600, www.fs.usda.gov/arp; Canyon Lakes Ranger District, (970) 295-6700

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Walden, take CO 14 E/Poudre Canyon Highway for 40.9 miles and park at the pullout on the right side of the road. Carefully cross the highway to the overlook. From Fort Collins, take CO 14 W/Poudre Canyon Highway for 55.3 miles and park at the pullout on the right side of the road (GPS: N40 38.806’ / W105 48.583’).

			The Hike

			The pullout and overlook for Poudre Falls is marked by a small sign at the side of the highway, between Chambers Lake to the south and Spencer Heights to the north. Below the road, the Cache La Poudre River flows through a narrow gorge, tumbling around boulders and sliding over the rocky riverbed in three long leaps. Social trails allow for a closer look of the falls and the steep-sided west wall of the canyon. Take special care if crossing the highway here, and keep pets and children close at hand.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at Poudre Falls overlook. Enjoy the falls from above, or make your way down social trails for a closer look. Arrive at Poudre Falls (GPS: N40 38.825’ / W105 48.598’). Return the way you came.

			0.1Arrive back at the overlook.
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				A roadside pullout allows for views of the rushing leaps and gushing cascades at Poudre Falls.

			

		

	
		
			81 “Pole Creek Falls”

			Pole Creek flows east from the slopes of 10,731-foot Blue Ridge to the tiny town of Tabernash. Along the way, it slips over a dark slab at “Pole Creek Falls,” filters through moss and greenery, spills back into the creek bed, and settles into beaver ponds at Snow Mountain Ranch.

		

		
				Start: Pole Creek Falls Trailhead

				Difficulty: Easy

				Approximate hiking time: 1 hour

				Distance: 2.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,925 feet to 9,325 feet (+400 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area, no bicycles on trail

				Amenities: Porta-potty and picnic tables at the trailhead; access to additional trails with fee; services in Granby, Fraser, and Winter Park

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 38 A3; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Bottle Pass

				County: Grand

				Land status: YMCA of the Rockies at Snow Mountain Ranch, (800) 777-9622, www.ymcarockies.org/snow-mountain-ranch-winter -park-colorado.html

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Granby, take US 40 East (East Agate Avenue) for 6.9 miles and turn left onto CR 53. From Winter Park, take US 40 West for 13 miles, past Fraser and Tabernash, and turn left onto CR 53. Drive 1.1 miles and turn left into the parking lot to access the administration building where you register and pay the daily access fee. You will receive a map that directs you to a pullout on unpaved Blue Ridge Road and the trailhead, located 2.4 miles from the administration building (GPS: N39 58.464’ / W105 57.195’).

			The Hike

			YMCA of the Rockies at Snow Mountain Ranch is a private resort with family-style accommodations and activities, but access to the trails for summer hiking and winter cross-country skiing is allowed for a fee. You may want to plan on spending the day and taking full advantage of the cost, with hikes to more of the numerous trails that snake through the area. Your hike to “Pole Creek Falls” begins on a trail that rises gradually to the west, and features many interpretive signs along the way. The signs are small and placed at kids’ height, so young hikers can learn about the larkspur and willow bush, buckwheat and brook trout, and more flora and fauna that make their home here. There are beaver ponds too, alive with active beavers that might catch you by surprise with the loud slapping of their tails on the water. You’ll cross a log bridge and soon be at the falls, tucked away in a shady spot, where your waterfall journey ends. On the other side of the creek, the trail loops back on a slightly rougher path through the forest and back to the main trail.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead across the road from the parking area.

			1.0Cross Pole Creek on a log bridge and continue up the trail.

			1.1At the next bridge, continue along the right side of the creek to the base of the falls. Arrive at “Pole Creek Falls” (GPS: N39 58.108’ / W105 58.053’). Return the way you came. Alternatively, you can cross the bridge and hike up to the top of the waterfall, and return on the signed, higher Waterfall Loop Trail that descends through the forest and reconnects with the main trail at about 0.5 mile from the trailhead. The distance is the same, as a loop and as an out-and-back hike.

			2.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				“Pole Creek Falls” slips over a dark slab and filters through moss and greenery.

			

		

	
		
			Rocky Mountain National Park West
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				“Sun Dance Falls” is partially hidden by a boulder and empties into a pool, hike 83.

			

		

	
		
			82 East Inlet Trail Waterfalls

			Adams Falls, “Footbridge Falls,” and “East Inlet Falls”

			Grand Lake is a dreamy little mountain town on the western edge of Rocky Mountain National Park. The main attraction here is the largest and deepest natural lake in the state, but the town is also home to some wonderful waterfall hikes, and three distinctly different waterfalls punctuate the scenic East Inlet Trail. The first, Adams Falls, lies west of the convergence of East Inlet and Echo Creek; segmented at the top, it cascades down, turns abruptly, and flows into a long, narrow chute. “Footbridge Falls” is fed by a drainage or a spring from the north; it is also segmented and flows in dual cascades around a large, trailside boulder. The third and final fall, “East Inlet Falls,” sits west of the convergence of East Inlet and Paradise Creek; this trailside cascade drops over a high cliff and into a deep gorge.

		

		
				Start: East Inlet Trailhead

				Difficulty: Very easy for Adams Falls; easy/moderate for “Footbridge Falls”; moderate for “East Inlet Falls”

				Hiking time: Less than 1 hour for Adams Falls; 3 hours for “Footbridge Falls”; 4 hours for “East Inlet Falls”

				Distance: 0.6 mile out and back (or 1.0-mile loop) for Adams Falls; 4.4 miles out and back for “Footbridge Falls”; 6.2 miles out and back for “East Inlet Falls”

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoints: 8,400 feet to 8,450 feet (+50 feet) for Adams Falls; to 8,620 feet (+220 feet) for “Footbridge Falls”; to 9,020 feet (+620 feet) for “East Inlet Falls”

				Trail surface: Dirt and stone steps

				Restrictions: No dogs (or other pets), no bicycles, and no motorized vehicles allowed on trail

				Amenities: Vault toilets; overnight parking,  and backcountry camping by permit; Kawuneeche Visitor Center located nearby on US 34; services in Grand Lake

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 28 C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Shadow Mountain

				County: Grand

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From US 34 southwest of Grand Lake, go east on CO 278 (Tunnel Road) for 0.3 mile and bear left at the fork onto West Portal Road. Drive 2 miles on paved and then unpaved road to the large parking lot and trailhead on the left side of the road (GPS: N40 14.359’ / W 105 47.987’).

		

		
			The Hike

			The trail follows East Inlet, a creek that runs from the north slopes of 13,118-foot Isolation Peak to Grand Lake. It takes you through the forest, over footbridges, and to high vantage points with outstanding views of the lake to the west and Mounts Craig and Wescott to the east. Like many waterfall trails, East Inlet Trail can become flooded, so be sure to pack appropriate footwear. In the winter a trekking pole and micro-spikes may be required to cross icy bridges and frozen sections of trail. Your first waterfall, Adams Falls, has been developed with an overlook and is a nice and easy, short hike for kids. They will be tempted to clamber down the rocks for a closer look, so keep a sharp eye and avoid accidents. The next fall is so close to the trail you’ll want to stick your fingers in it. Fed by runoff and possibly a mountainside spring, “Footbridge Falls” tumbles trailside, around a boulder and below a footbridge. Finally, “East Inlet Falls” is hidden off the trail and takes a bit of route-finding. The top of the fall is just below the trail, and it’s a long way down to the creek below. Take extreme care in this area, as a slip and a fall would likely be fatal. If you return to the trail and continue on a bit, you’ll come to some stone steps that wrap around a rocky outcropping to the left. Just past this point, to the left of the trail, look for a cairn and a broad, flat rock outcrop that provides a perfect lunch spot with grand views of Grand Lake and the mountains all around. East Inlet Trail continues on for miles, leading to Lone Pine Lake and Lake Verna, while the creek continues up to Spirit Lake, Fourth Lake, and Fifth Lake, just west of the Continental Divide.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead.

			0.3Leave main trail at trail junction, go right and descend stone steps to reach the viewing area for Adams Falls (GPS: N40 14.197’ / W105 47.886’). Ascend steps to the left of the falls to continue on to East Inlet Trail.

			0.5Meet East Inlet Trail. You can turn left at this point to make it a 1.0-mile loop back to the trailhead, or go right and continue on to the next waterfall.

			2.2At second footbridge reach “Footbridge Falls” to the left of the trail (GPS: N40 14.146’ / W105 46.311’).

			3.0Hike down through the trees and around the left side of a large rock outcropping. Use extreme care and avoid loose, wet, or icy rocks. There is extreme exposure here and a fall would be fatal.

			3.1Reach the top of “East Inlet Falls” (GPS: N40 13.768’ / W105 45.58’). Return the way you came. Alternatively, you can skip Adams Falls on the return trip and—rather than turn left at the trail junction at 5.7 miles—remain straight on East Inlet Trail back to the trailhead.

			6.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				“Footbridge Falls” flows in dual cascades around a large, trailside boulder.

			

		

	
		
			83 North Inlet Trail Waterfalls

			Cascade Falls, “Snake Dance Falls,” “Big Pool Falls,” “Sun Dance Falls,” “Rain Dance Falls,” War Dance Falls, and North Inlet Falls

			Six falls line the North Inlet Trail at Grand Lake, with a seventh waterfall tucked away into the hillside above the trail. From the western slopes of 13,153-foot Taylor Peak in Rocky Mountain National Park, and from Lake Nokoni below 12,324-foot Ptarmigan Mountain, North Inlet flows west and into the big lake, splashing and spilling its way through the mountainside with a series of cascades, chutes, horsetails, and plunges that make for a wonderful waterfall hike.

		

		
				Start: North Inlet Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate for Cascade Falls; moderate/strenuous for “Snake Dance Falls,” “Big Pool Falls,” “Sun Dance Falls,” and “Rain Dance Falls”; strenuous for North Inlet Falls; very strenuous for War Dance Falls

				Approximate hiking time: 4 hours for Cascade Falls; 5 hours for “Snake Dance Falls”; 6 hours for “Big Pool Falls”; 6 hours for “Sun Dance Falls”; 7 hours for “Rain Dance Falls”; 10 hours for North Inlet Falls or War Dance Falls; 11 hours for all 7 falls

				Distance: 7.0 miles out and back for Cascade Falls; 9.0 miles out and back for “Snake Dance Falls”; 9.8 miles out and back for “Big Pool Falls”; 10.0 miles out and back for “Sun Dance Falls”; 11.4 miles out and back for “Rain Dance Falls”; 14.0 miles out and back for War Dance Falls; 15.4 miles out and back for North Inlet Falls (without including War Dance Falls); 15.9 miles out and back for all 7 falls

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewing areas: 8,510 feet to 8,760 feet (+250 feet) for Cascade Falls; to 8,940 feet (+430 feet) for “Snake Dance Falls”; to 9,040 feet (+530 feet) for “Big Pool Falls”; to 9,070 feet (+560 feet) for “Sun Dance Falls”; to 9,200 feet (+690) for “Rain Dance Falls”; to 9,490 feet (+980 feet) for North Inlet Falls; to 9,630 feet (+1,120 feet) for War Dance Falls

				Trail surface: Dirt, rocks, and stone steps

				Restrictions: No dogs, no bicycles, and no motorized vehicles allowed on trail

				Amenities: Vault toilets; overnight parking and backcountry camping by permit only; Kawuneeche Visitor Center located nearby on US 34; services in Grand Lake

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Pages 28 C4 and 29 C5; USGS Colorado Quad Maps: Grand Lake, McHenrys Peak

				County: Grand

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo

		

		
				Finding the trailhead: From US 34 southwest of Grand Lake, go east on CO 278 (Tunnel Road) for 0.3 mile and bear left at the fork onto West Portal Road. Drive 0.8 mile and turn left onto unpaved CR 663, and continue 0.2 mile past the Tonahutu Trailhead at the top of the hill and then right to a small parking lot and the North Inlet Trailhead (GPS: N40 15.392’ / W 105 48.877’).

		

		
			The Hike

			Parking at the North Inlet Trailhead is limited, so you may have to park at the bottom of the hill and hike up. Hiking to all these waterfalls is a major undertaking, and most people turn around at Cascade Falls. If you plan on day-hiking to see all seven waterfalls, bring plenty of snacks and water and start early.

			From the trailhead, start hiking down the gravel road and stay off private property along the sides. You’ll pass horse pastures to the right and have views of 10,781-foot Mount Enentah beyond, to the east. The trail enters the trees where wildlife is prevalent, so keep an eye out for deer and moose, especially as you approach Summerland Park, a large meadow to the right. Cross a bridge over a dry creek bed, hike over slabs, and bear right to pick up the trail. Cross another bridge and pass by a rock overhang as you approach the creek. Cascade Falls is signed and just off the trail to the right. The cut-off puts you at the base, where you can view the falls upstream as they tumble toward you, over large, dark boulders stacked along the creek bed.

			Return to the main trail and hike past 9,723-foot “Cascade Falls Point” on the left, and the upper rapids of Cascade Falls on the right. North Inlet Trail leaves the creek and crosses a boulder field and three more footbridges before meeting a hard switchback to the left. At this point step off the trail to the right to view the roaring chute of “Snake Dance Falls.” The waterfall rushes past and empties into a shallow plunge pool below.

			Just a bit farther up the trail, a much larger pool appears, fueled by a waterfall from the north. “Big Pool Falls” tempts cliff divers but the waters are icy cold and shallow in parts, and so this activity is not safe and is not allowed in Rocky Mountain National Park. The top of the waterfall is to the right of the trail, and the waters have carved scalloped edges into the rock below.

			North Inlet Trail continues past Big Pool Campsite and the short drop of “Sun Dance Falls,” which is partially hidden by a boulder and empties into a pool. There’s a broad rock that you can reach just above the waterfall, for a closer look. The trail then crosses another footbridge before reaching the long cascades of “Rain Dance Falls.” Less than 0.5 mile past this waterfall, the trail comes close to an unnamed lake, and this is a good place to rest and enjoy a drink and a snack.

			Back on the trail, you’ll cross another footbridge and the North Inlet Group Campsite, then reach a path on the left, leading up to War Dance Falls. This is a good time to take inventory of your group’s physical state. The climb to this waterfall is short but very steep, gaining about 340 feet of elevation in 0.25 mile. The trail is faint and overgrown, there are no switchbacks, and it is an unofficial trail, and so not maintained or recommended by the park. You may decide to skip this fall and continue straight to North Inlet Falls. If you decide to proceed to War Dance Falls, take your time and head in a northeast direction until you hear the falls and Ptarmigan Creek, above you. The waterfall is somewhat hidden, a long, dark cascade through a lot of deadfall in the creek bed.

			Return to the main trail and continue across two more bridges, over Ptarmigan Creek. As the trail ascends, you’ll have mountain views to the southeast, toward the Continental Divide. There’s a trail junction where the left fork heads to Flattop Mountain; go right here toward the lakes instead. North Inlet Falls is the best and brightest of all the waterfalls on this hike, and you’ll be glad you made the long trip! It plunges in a gleaming, liquid curtain through a rocky gorge, and you’ll have views on either side of the falls, and from the footbridge, straight ahead. Take a good rest here—you’ve earned it.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and hike down the gravel road and past a lot of private property.

			3.5Depart the main trail and go right to Cascade Falls (GPS: N40 16.283’ / W105 45.941’). Return to the main trail.

			4.5At a hard switchback to the left, step off the trail to the right to view “Snake Dance Falls” (GPS: N40 16.918’ / W105 45.746’). Continue on the main trail.

			4.9Arrive at “Big Pool Falls” (GPS: N40 17.11’ / W105 45.525’) to the right of the trail. Continue on main trail.

			5.0Arrive at “Sun Dance Falls” (GPS: N40 17.214’ / W105 45.503’) to the right of the trail. Continue on trail.

			5.7Arrive at “Rain Dance Falls” (GPS: N40 17.271’ / W105 44.941’) to right of trail. Continue on trail.

			6.7Depart main trail on left and hike up the hillside. Note that this is a steep, difficult route and you may opt to skip this waterfall and continue on the main trail instead.

			7.0Arrive at War Dance Falls (GPS: N40 17.246’ / W105 43.859’). Return to the main trail and continue east.

			8.0Reach a trail junction. The left fork leads to Flattop Mountain and Bear Lake; go right toward Lakes Nokoni and Nanita.

			8.2Arrive at North Inlet Falls (GPS: N40 16.734’ / W105 43.281’). Return the way you came, sans the side trip to War Dance Falls.

			15.9Arrive back at the trailhead.

		

		
			[image: 410233.jpg]
		

	
		
			84 Granite Falls

			Snowmelt pools at Sprague Glacier, south of 12,713-foot Sprague Mountain, and flows west in Tonahutu Creek. At Granite Falls, the water slides down granite slabs then continues on through Big Meadows and south to Grand Lake.

		

		
				Start: Green Mountain Trailhead

				Difficulty: Moderate/strenuous

				Approximate hiking time: 5 hours

				Distance: 10.2 miles out and back

				Elevation trailhead to falls viewpoint: 8,800 feet to 9,740 feet (+940 feet)

				Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

				Restrictions: Fee area, no dogs, no bicycles, and no motorized vehicles allowed on trail

				Amenities: Vault toilets; overnight parking and backcountry camping by permit only; Kawuneeche Visitor Center located nearby on US 34; services in Grand Lake

				Maps: DeLorme Colorado Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 28 C4; USGS Colorado Quad Map: Grand Lake

				County: Grand

				Land status: Rocky Mountain National Park, (970) 586-1206, www.nps.gov/room

		

		
			Finding the trailhead: From Grand Lake, take US 34 East (Trail Ridge Road) for 1.8 miles to the west entrance of Rocky Mountain National Park. Continue 2.5 miles to a paved parking lot on the right, and the trailhead (GPS: N40 18.445’ / W105 50.471’).

			The Hike

			Although this hike gains nearly 1,000 feet of elevation, the rise is spread out evenly most of the way, for a gradual ascent that never really gets steep, or hard. Hike through the forest, below 10,313-foot Green Mountain to the south, and on to Big Meadows. Bear left and hike north, keeping the meadow to your right. To the southeast lies 10,424-foot Mount Patterson; you’ll pass cabin ruins to the left and to the right of the trail. The meadows are popular with moose, and you may even come across them on the trail. As with all wildlife, keep your distance and do not approach them. At the trail junction for Onahu Creek Trail, bear right toward Flattop Mountain. The trail descends then gently ascends again, and crosses over two unnamed creeks. A small sign marks Granite Falls, and you will hike just past it and descend the trail to the creek. The water slides easily over brown rock here in several tiers, and cascades downstream through moss-lined banks. A plunge pool at the bottom and brilliant greenery complete the enchanted forest feel of this very pretty waterfall.
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			Miles and Directions

			0.0Begin at the trailhead and hike through the woods.

			1.8Reach Big Meadows and bear left, keeping the meadow to your right.

			2.3Reach a trail junction, and go right toward Flattop Mountain and Bear Lake.

			3.0Cross a creek on a footbridge.

			4.4Reach the second creek crossing, on a footbridge.

			5.1Arrive at Granite Falls (GPS: N40 19.119’ / W105 46.371’). Return the way you came.

			10.2Arrive back at the trailhead.
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				Granite Falls slides down granite slabs and continues on through Big Meadows.

			

		

	
		
			Appendix A: Land Status Contact Information

		

		
			Bureau of Land Management Field Offices

			Grand Junction Field Office

			2815 H Rd.

			Grand Junction, CO 81506

			(970) 244-3000

			www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gjfo.html

			
			Gunnison Field Office

			650 South 11th St.

			Gunnison, CO 81230

			(970) 642-4940

			www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/gfo.html

			
			Royal Gorge Field Office

			3028 East Main St.

			Cañon City, CO 81212

			(719) 269-8500

			www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo.html

			
			Saguache Field Office

			46525 Hwy. 114

			Saguache, CO 81149

			(719) 655-2547

			www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/sfo.html

		
			Campgrounds

			Recreation.gov

			(877) 444-6777

			www.recreation.gov

			
			City, County, State, and National Monuments, Open Spaces, Parklands, Parks, and Recreation Areas

			Boulder County Parks & Open Space

			5201 St. Vrain Rd.

			Longmont, CO 80503

			(303) 678-6200

			www.bouldercountyopenspace.org

			
			Castlewood Canyon State Park

			2989 South State Hwy. 83

			Franktown, CO 80116

			(303) 688-5242

			www.parks.state.co.us/parks/castlewoodcanyon

			
			City of Boulder Open Space & Mountain Parks

			PO Box 791

			Boulder, CO 80306

			(303) 441-3440

			www.bouldercolorado.gov

			
			City of Idaho Springs

			PO Box 907

			Idaho Springs, CO 80452-0907

			(303) 567-4421

			www.idahospringsco.com

			
			City of Ouray Parks and Recreation

			www.cityofouray.com

			
			Colorado National Monument

			1750 Rim Rock Dr.

			Fruita, CO 81521-0001

			(970) 858-3617 ext. 360

			www.nps.gov/colm

			
			Colorado Springs Department of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services

			Mail Code 1200

			1401 Recreation Way

			Colorado Springs, CO 80905-1975

			(719) 385-5940

			www.springsgov.com

		
			Curecanti National Recreation Area

			National Park Service

			102 Elk Creek

			Gunnison, CO 81230

			(970) 641-2337

			www.nps.gov/cure/index.htm

			
			Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area

			www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/denca.html

			
			Eldorado Canyon State Park

			9 Kneale Rd., PO Box B

			Eldorado Springs, CO 80025

			(303) 494-3943

			www.parks.state.co.us/Parks/EldoradoCanyon

			
			El Paso County Parks

			(719) 520-7529

			www.elpasoco.com/Parks

			
			Green Mountain Falls Forest Parkland

			7035 Oak St., PO Box 524

			Green Mountain Falls, CO 80819

			(719) 684-9414

			www.gmfco.us

			
			Rocky Mountain National Park

			1000 Hwy. 36

			Estes Park, CO 80517-8397

			(970) 586-1206

			www.nps.gov/romo

			
			Telluride Parks and Recreation

			113 West Columbia Ave., PO Box 397

			Telluride, CO 81435

			(970) 728-2173

			www.telluride-co.gov

			
			National Forests

			Arapaho National Forest

			2150 Centre Ave., Building E

			Fort Collins, CO 80526

			(970) 295-6600

			www.fs.usda.gov/arp

			
			Gunnison National Forest

			2250 Hwy. 50

			Delta, CO 81416

			(970) 874-6600

			www.fs.usda.gov/gmug

			
			Pike National Forest

			2840 Kachina Dr.

			Pueblo, CO 81008

			(719) 553-1400

			www.fs.usda.gov/psicc

			
			Rifle Falls State Park

			5775 Hwy. 325

			Rifle, CO 81650

			(970) 625-1607

			www.parks.state.co.us/parks/riflefalls

			
			Rio Grande National Forest

			1803 West Hwy. 160

			Monte Vista, CO 81144

			(719) 852-5941

			www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande

			
			Roosevelt National Forest

			2150 Centre Ave., Building E

			Fort Collins, CO 80526

			(970) 295-6600

			www.fs.usda.gov/arp

			
			Routt National Forest

			2468 Jackson St.

			Laramie, WY 82070

			(307) 745-2300

			www.fs.usda.gov/mbr

			
			San Isabel National Forest

			2840 Kachina Dr.

			Pueblo, CO 81008

			(719) 553-1400

			www.fs.usda.gov/psicc

			
			San Juan National Forest

			15 Burnett Ct.

			Durango, CO 81301

			(970) 247-4874

			www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan

			
			Uncompahgre National Forest

			2250 Hwy. 50

			Delta, CO 81416

			(970) 874-6600

			www.fs.usda.gov/gmug

			
			White River National Forest

			900 Grand Ave.

			Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

			(970) 945-2521

			www.fs.usda.gov/whiteriver

			
			Passes

			CORSAR Card

			www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/DOLA-Main/CBON/1251592090523

			
			National Parks Pass

			(888) 275-8747 Ext 1

			www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm

			
			State Parks & Wildlife Areas Pass

			www.parks.state.co.us/ParksPasses/Pages/ParksPassInfo.aspx

			
			Private Lands

			Cave of the Winds

			(719) 685-5444

			www.caveofthewinds.com

			
			Glen Eyrie Christian Camps and Conferences

			(719) 634-0808

			www.gleneyrie.org/hiking

			
			Seven Falls Co.

			(719) 632-0765

			www.sevenfalls.com

			
			YMCA of the Rockies at Snow Mountain Ranch

			(800) 777-9622

			www.ymcarockies.org/snow-mountain-ranch-winter-park-colorado.html

			
			Ranger Districts

			Boulder Ranger District

			2140 Yarmouth Ave.

			Boulder, CO 80301

			(303) 541-2500

			
			Canyon Lakes Ranger District

			2150 Centre Ave., Building E

			Fort Collins, CO 80526

			(970) 295-6700

			
			Clear Creek Ranger District

			101 Hwy. 103

			PO Box 3307

			Idaho Springs, CO 80452

			(303) 567-3000

			
			Conejos Peak Ranger District

			15571 County Road T5

			La Jara, CO 81140

			(719) 274-8971

			
			Dillon Ranger District

			680 Blue River Pkwy.

			Silverthorne, CO 80498

			(970) 468-5400

			
			Divide Ranger District

			13308 West Hwy. 160

			Del Norte, CO 81132

			(719) 657-3321

			
			Divide Ranger District—Creede Office

			304 S. Main St.

			PO Box 270

			Creede, CO 81130

			(719) 658-2556

			
			Dolores Public Lands Office

			29211 Hwy. 184

			Dolores, CO 81323

			(970) 882-7296

			
			Eagle–Holy Cross Ranger District

			24747 Hwy. 24

			Minturn, CO 81645

			(970) 827-5715

			
			Gunnison Ranger District

			216 N. Colorado

			Gunnison, CO 81230

			(970) 641-0471

			
			Hahns Peak / Bears Ears Ranger District

			925 Weiss Dr.

			Steamboat Springs, CO 80487-9315

			(970) 870-2299

			
			Leadville Ranger District

			810 Front St.

			Leadville, CO 80461

			(719) 486-0749

			
			Ouray Ranger District

			2505 South Townsend

			Montrose, CO 81401

			(970) 240-5300

			
			Pagosa Ranger District

			180 Pagosa St., PO Box 310

			Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

			(970) 264-2268

			
			Parks Ranger District

			100 Main St., PO Box 158

			Walden, CO 80480

			(970) 723-2700

			
			Pikes Peak Ranger District

			601 South Weber St.

			Colorado Springs, CO 80903

			(719) 636-1602

			
			Saguache Ranger District

			46525 State Hwy. 114

			Saguache, CO 81149

			(719) 655-2547

			
			Salida Ranger District

			325 West Rainbow Blvd.

			Salida, CO 81201

			(719) 539-3591

			
			San Carlos Ranger District

			3028 East Main St.

			Cañon City, CO 81212

			(719) 269-8500

			
			Silverton Public Lands Center

			1246 Blair St.

			Silverton, CO 81433

			(970) 387-5530

			
			State Division of Wildlife

			Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado

			Parks and Wildlife

			6060 Broadway

			Denver, CO 80216

			(303) 297-1192

			http://wildlife.state.co.us

			
			Wilderness Areas

			Contact the local Ranger District or go to www.wilderness.net.

		

	
		
			Appendix B: List of Unofficial Waterfall Names

			The following waterfalls have “unofficial names” that may not appear on any maps. When a waterfall does not have an official, USBGN-recognized name, the assigned name is locally recognized, reflects the water source or waterfall type, or is in line with other, nearby waterfalls or features. As in this list and throughout the book, unofficial names are always in quotation marks.

			“Big Pool Falls”

			“Black Lake Falls”

			“Black Slide Falls”

			“Blue Lake Falls”

			“Blue Meringue Falls”

			“Browns Creek Falls”

			“Chasm Lake Falls”

			“Cherry Creek Falls”

			“Clear Creek Falls”

			“Custard Cascades”

			“East Inlet Falls”

			“Eldorado Falls”

			“Falcon Falls”

			“Fall Creek Falls”

			“Footbridge Falls”

			“Fuller Lake Falls”

			“Governor Basin Falls”

			“Guffey Falls”

			“Harvey Carter Falls”

			“Hiker’s Falls”

			“Ice Lake Falls”

			“Ice Lake Basin Falls”

			“Imogene Creek Falls”

			“Intemann Falls”

			“Island Lake Falls”

			“Josephine Falls”

			“Kilpacker Creek Falls”

			“La Plata Falls”

			“Lovers Leaps”

			“Lower Dominguez Falls”

			“Lower North Clear Creek Falls”

			“Lower North Crestone Trail Waterfall”

			“Lower South Clear Creek Falls”

			“Lower Stout Creek Falls”

		

		
			“Lower Twin Falls”

			“Lower Willow Creek Falls”

			“Middle Bushnell Lakes Falls”

			“Middle Dominguez Falls”

			“Middle Stout Creek Falls”

			“Middle Twin Falls”

			“Middle Willow Creek Falls”

			“Mousse Tiers Falls”

			“Navajo Basin Falls”

			“No Name Falls”

			“No Thoroughfare Canyon First Waterfall”

			“No Thoroughfare Canyon Second Waterfall”

			“Pole Creek Falls”

			“Pool Fall”

			“Pudding Plunge Falls”

			“Rain Dance Falls”

			“Ralston Creek Falls”

			“Rough Creek Falls”

			“Senator Gulch Falls”

			“Shelf Falls”

			“Slide Falls”

			“Snake Dance Falls”

			“Solitude Falls”

			“Spruce Creek Falls”

			“Sun Dance Falls”

			“Tarryall Falls”

			“Uncompahgre River Falls”

			“Undine Falls”

			“Upper Bushnell Lakes Falls”

			“Upper Fish Creek Falls”

			“Upper North Crestone Trail Waterfall”

			“Upper Twin Falls”

			“Upper Willow Creek Falls”

			“Waterhole Slide Falls”

			“West Dolores River Falls”

			“Williams Canyon Falls”

			“Willow Lake Falls”

			“Windy Gulch Cascades”

			“Ypsilon Falls”

		

	
		
			About the Author

			Susan Joy Paul has hiked, climbed, snowshoed, rappelled, and at times—when the winds above 14,000 feet were screaming—crawled across the state of Colorado, reaching the summits of more than 500 mountain peaks along the way. In her first book, Touring Colorado Hot Springs, second edition, Susan took a break to relax and revitalize at thirty-two of the state’s best hot springs. In Hiking Waterfalls in Colorado, Susan returns to the trail, visiting 150 of the state’s best waterfalls. The research, travel, hiking, photography, and writing of this book were labors of love, taking Susan hundreds of miles on foot, climbing tens of thousands of feet up, in search of the best falls. She completed the hikes in one year’s time, nearly all of them solo, and each one as a day hike. Along the way, Susan took GPS tracks and waypoints and detailed notes to ensure the utmost accuracy in her maps, descriptions, and directions. In this book, she hopes to share the splendor of Colorado’s wonderful, water-full, waterfall hikes with other like-minded adventurers.
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				Susan is shown here descending Mount Wilson near “Navajo Basin Falls.”
				Photo by Doug Hatfield
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Thoroughfare Canyon carves a
punchborel fiom solid rock at “Pool Fall.
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